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OON after I came to London, Mr. Diaper, 
8 having ſettled all his Affairs, ſet out for his 

Country- houſe, where he propoſed to ſpend 
the Remainder of his Days, and where I could not 
be excuſed from accompanying him, From thence 
Vor. II. B | I] wrote 
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J wrote to my Father an Account of my preſent 
Situation, and prayed his Directions how to diſ- 
poſe of mylelf; at the ſame Time giving him an 
Hint, that I ſhould be glad to enter into another 
Employ than that IT had been engaged in, and, if 
he conſented to it, had much rather follow the 
Example of my Friend, and ſpend two or three 
Years Abroad, which would in all Probability 
conduce to wear off the melancholy Gloom that 
oppreſſed my Mind. The Solitude I indulged in 
this Receſs, tho? at firſt it humoured my Diſpoſition, 
and gave a Scope to my perpetual Ideas of my love- 
ly, loſt Louiſa, and my abſent Friend and Part- 
ner in Affliction, yet it ſoon grew dangerous for 
me to ſtay there longer, for Fear of entirely un- 
hinging myſelf for the Purſuits of Life, which 


were now become neceſſary to me; and therefore 


I took Leave of my worthy Maſter and Miſtreſs, 
who made me Promiſe to ſee them every Week 
or Fortnight to conſole them ſor the Loſs of their 
Son, and returned to London, where I took an 
Apartment in Red-Lion Street, Holborn, till I 
ſhould otherwiſe diſpoſe of myſelf. 1 almoſt every 
Day paid a Viſit at Mr. Bellair's, which was now 
the only Comfort I received, and was much edified 
by the Company of that worthy Family: Miſs 
Sukey lived quite recluſe, and ſeldom would ſee 
any Company but me, and then her Converſation 
ran who!ly upon her dear Diaper, whoſe Health 

we 
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we were continually drinking. Theſe amiable 
Perſons fo ſincerely ſympathiſed with me in the 
Loſs of my Louiſa, that my Melancholy was al- 
ways diſpelled in ſome Meaſure by their So- 
ciety; but, in a few Weeks, I loſt even that Con- 
ſolation, by their Departure into the Country, 


where they would fain have bad me bear them 
Company Now, my only Relief lay in the Con- 


verſation of Prig and Mr. Deacon, who entered 
into all my Concerns, and behaved in the kindeſt 
Manner, and once a Week I generally went over 
to ſee Mr. and Mrs. Diaper, I employed myſelf 
ſometimes in writing to my Friend, Mr, Good- 
will, his Spouſe, and poor Fidele, who were all 
under great Concern at my Loſs; but Fidele was 
quite inconſolable, and had taken on ſo much at 
the Death of her Miſtreſs, that they feared ſhe 
would fling herſelf into a Conſumption. I wrote 
her Word, that I would for ever take Care of 
her, and defired Mr. Goodwill! to let her have 
whatever Money ſhe wanted, which [ would re- 
pay him again. She frequently went over to ſee 
my Mother, with whom alſo Mrs. Goodwill had 
commenced'an Acquaintance, I received a Letter 
from Archer about this Time, informing me, that 
he was become a Dealer himſelf, and went on 
with great Succeſs : As to poor Sharpley, I had heard 
nothing from him a conſiderable Time, nor knew 
in what Part of the World he at preſent was. My 
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Father wrote me Word, that I might ſtay where I 
was, and take a little Pleaſure, till he came up to 
London, to talk with and ſee me ſettled, which he 
propoſed to do in about three Months. In the In- 
tervals of my other Avocations, I endeavoured to 
make myſelf Maſter of ſeveral Branches of Learn- 
ing, I had not touched on before, and, merely by 
Way of Amuſement, went thro' the Study of Na- 
vigation, which yielded me great Pleaſure, Still 
the Image of my Louiſa remained before my Eyes, 
and I every now and then fell into the moſt cruel 
Deſpondency, and called aloud for Death to relieve 
me from my Torments. I found it ſo dangerous 
to be alone, that I encouraged my Friend Prig, 
to call upon me as often as he had an Inclination, 
and forced myſelf to partake of all the Diverſions 
and Amuſements he propoſed ; but thoroughly con- 
ceived an Averſion for the Company of Women, 
which at firſt was inſpired by a certain Delicacy of 
never taking any Delight in the Sex ſince my Lou- 
i/a's Death, which was a Reſolution I ſo conſtant- 
ly ſupported, that at length I even grew moroſe and 
unmannerly, and would abruptly leave any Com- 
pany upon a Lady's Entrance. Mr. Deacon, tho 
an excellent Man, had one prevailing Foible ; he 
loved his Bottle, and had a Club for every Night, 
where he often importuned me to accompany him, 
under the Notion of keeping up good Company and 
Fellowſhip. I was one Evening perſuaded to go 

with 
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with him to one of thoſe Meetings, which gave 
me ſuch an Idea of the Folly and Abſurdity of 
ſpending Time in a promiſcuous Company, of that 
while away Strain, that I can't help drawing the 
Picture of it, not doubting, but it is a Pattern of 
moſt others in this Metropolis. At our Entrance, 
we were ſaluted by three or four Perſons, to whom 
Mr. Deacon preſented me, and excuſed his Break- 
ing in upon the Rules of the Company, by bring- 
ing a Stranger without Leave ; we then ſeated our- 
felves, and a profound Silence enſued of near 
twenty Minutes, which was interrupted by Mr. 
Shuttle, a Weaver, who obſerved, that it was 
the fineſt Day we had had for a Fortnight paſt, 
which he was very glad of, as the next Day he 
was to go to a Pariſh Feaſt at Barnet, Mr, Bur- 
niſh, a Brazier, replied, that he had been invited 
to go there too, but that Mr. Tunbelly, the Church- 
Warden, had never had a Gooſe at any one of his 
Feaſts, which was a Thing he greatly loved, and 
could not imagine he had any Averſion to it him- 
ſelf, for which Reaſon, he was ſure it was always 
omitted as an Affront to him. Mr. Shuttle then gave 
along Account of a Dinner he eat the Day before 
with Juſtice Mittimus, in which he particularly prai- 
ſed the Chicken and Aſparagus, and concluded with 
obſerving, that the Juſtice did nothing without his 
Advice. Immediately the Doors were thrown 
open, and in came the Juſtice himſelf, at which 
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all the reſt raiſed themſelves up, and lowly bows 
ed; he was a pretty large made Man, of a venera- 
ble Aſpect, and a deal of Gravity, who ſaluted e- 
very Body by Name; but obſerving me was going 
to retreat in a Huff, if Mr. Deacon had not paci- 
fied him, by aſſuring him I was his Friend. Oh! 
oh! very well, very well, how d'ye do, Sir? And, 
ſoon after ſeating himſelf, lugged the Leg of a 
Fowl from one of his Pockets, and a Lunch of 
Bread and Cheeſe from the other, and would in- 
fiſt upon it every body ſhould eat with him: Some 
Compliments, beſtowed by Mr, Shuttle on the 
Goodneſs of the Fowl, produced an Account from 
Mr. Magiſtrate of its Cheapneſs, and a Digreſſion 
of the Price of Beef, and the Inſolence of the 
Butchers of Newgate Market. This over, in came 
Mr. Snap, the Juſtice's Clerk, with a Warrant ta 
ſign, which obliged the Juſtice to put on his Spec- 
tacles, notwithſtanding which, he would have 
ſigned it at the wrong End, if his Clerk had not di- 
rected his Hand, You know what the Affair is, 
Mr. Snap, I ſuppoſe ? Yes, Sir, replies the Clerk, 
it is about an Aſſault: Oh, ho! is it ſo ? Send them 
to Bridewell then. Yes, Sir, ſays the Clerk, who 
could hardly contain himſelf, I made the Commit- 
ment out for that Place. The Clerk diſmiſſed, and 
Supper ended, his Worſhip took up the Pipes, and 
filling one, after offering his Tobacco to the whole 
Company to ſmell to, ſaying, it was the beſt in 
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| Chriſtendom, he poured out a Glaſs, and drank 
the King's Health. Another Pauſe of Silence en- 
ſued, till the Health went round, when Captain 
Swagger, a Sea Officer, entered upon Politicks, by 
ſwearing, it was ſhameful England ſhould ever be 
in Peace, ſince ſhe got more by War ; adding, that 
he did not doubt of ſeeing us ſoon Maſters of France, 
Spain, and the Indies, if we did but exert our 
Naval Strength as we did in Edward the Third's 
Time; the Juſtice here obſerved, that the Captain 
muſt be miſtaken, for he never had heard of a Man 
of War in thoſe Days: The Captain ſwore, by 
G- d there was, and that they were called the Cinque 
Ports, from their being Five of them. Mr. Shuttle 
obſerved, that France never could be conquered, 
it was ſo much bigger than Exgland; which the 
Juſtice diſputed, and ſaid, England he was ſure 
was bigger, and applied to me for a Deciſion, ſay- 
ing, I looked as if I had been Abroad, and could 
certainly tell. I was fearful of offending either 
vide, ſo contented myſelf, by telling him, that 
what was called L' 1/le de France, where the City 
of Paris ſtood, was much leſs than England; at 
which he ſet up a Laugh of Triumph, telling Mr, 
Shuttle, it was hard if he ſhould not know, when he 
had Berry's Map of France in his Parlour, and his 
Wife had an Uncle who was Cook to the Duke of 
Orleans, This proud V aunt was concluded with a 
Bumper, in which he drank Confuſion to Cardinal 

B 4 Fleury, 
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Fleury, and Damnation to the French King. Now 
they began to be noiſy, and talked in ſeparate Sets 
about their Wives and Children, and their ſeveral 
Profeflions, which was interrupted by Mr. Bonnet 
the Peruke-Maker's ſinging a bawdy Song, to 
which Mr. Shuttle, licking his Lips, cried Oncour; 
ſoon afterwards the Juſtice fell afleep, Shuttle got 
drunk and abuſed the Captain, the Captain ſtruck 
him, the Tables were overturned, and we thought 
it high Time to pay our Shot and move off ; which 
we did, Mr. Deacon aſſuring me, as we went Home, 
that, if I had not been a Stranger, I ſhould have heard 
very good Converſation; but did not doubt I ſhould 
be made amends the next Time. | 
When I arrived at Home, I made many Reflec- 
tionsupon what the World generally calls Conver- 
ſation, which is ſo far from being what is really 
intended by the Word, that it is rather a Perver- 
ſion of it; and tho' perhaps Twenty Thouſand 
People in London meet every Night for that. Pur- 
poſe, one might ſafely lay an even Wager, that ſcarce 
an hundred ever partake of the Sweets of that en- 


livening and improving; Banquet, or underſtand 


what Converſation is. 

In ſix Weeks after my Friend's Departure, up- 
on a Viſit to Mr. Dzaper, I found he had juſt re- 
ceived a Letter from him, by Way of Liſbon, where 
they had been obliged to touch to refit, having 
met with a Storm in the Bay of Biſcay, which had 

done 
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done them conſiderable Damage. There was alſo 
a Letter for me, one for Mr. Bellair, and another 
for Miſs Sukey, both which Mr. Diaper deſired 
me to take the Charge of tranſmitting, which I 
did accordingly. My Letter was to the following 
Effect : | 


My very dear FRIEND, 

A TER a tempeſtuous Voyage, which has 

already well ſeaſoned. me to my new Life, 
we have put into Liſbon, to repair our ſhattered Veſ- 
ſe], from whence take an Opportunity of writ 
ing to you and the reſt of my Friends. Alas! I 
did not know half the Pain I ſhould feel in this Se- 
paration from every Thing that is dear to me! My 
endearing Sukey runs for ever in my Mind, and 1 
ſurvey the awſul Diſtance that will ſeparate us ſtill 
more and more, with a Terror that I cannot de- 
ſcribe. I have no one now to tel] my Griefs to, 
and I turn my Eyes in vain on every Side to find 
my dear Thompſon, to ſolace and comfort me in 
my Diſtreſs. Oh! had Fortune kindly joined us 
both in the ſame. Adventure, I had then been hap- 
Py,. but now, 


Lite the ſhip-wreck'd Mariner, aghaſt, 
& On ſome curs'd barren Shelve, I ſeek in vain, 
% Mith wand ring Eyes, for Help in my Deſpair I” 


Lbope this will find you, my ever valued Aſſoci- 
B 5 ate, 
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ate, in better Health and Spirits than when the 
Writer left you; and that, if Providence ſends me 
again to reviſit my native Skies, I ſhall ſee you 
cured of a hopeleſs Grief that can be of no Avail 
to recal the precious Saint you have loſt, who now 
perhaps attends and watches o'er your Steps, as 
your Guardian Angel. 

I have defired my dear Father to put my Letter 
to the Charmer of my-Soul into your Hands, truſt- 
ing to your Care for its ſafe Conveyance, Whilſt 
FE write, my Hand ſhakes, and I tremble with Ap- 
prehenſion at what may have happened ſince my 
Departure! Oh! this crue] Uncertainty, that Diſ- 
tance creates, of what paſſes, is grievous : Often I 
wiſh I had the Power of tranſporting myſelf with a 
Thought from Place to Place, to folve my Doubts 
of your Healths and Proſperity. You may now, 


with every body elfe, that I love and eſteem, have 


become the Prey of Death's daily Ravages : Tor- 
menting Thought! which I muſt not, will not, in- 
dulge, for it would carry with it Diſtraction and 
Madneſs. My ſincere Reſpects attend Mr. Prig, 
who I hope never leaves you long enough for you 
to increaſe your Melancholy. Our Captain and 
the reſt of our Gentlemen are very agreeable Com- 
panions, and I am as happy as a Man can poſſibly 
be in my Station, and have hitherto preſerved my 


Health very well. Adieu, dear Friend; you'!l 


hardly hear from me again till ſome homeward 
bound 
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© bound Ship comes from the Indies, by the firſt of 


e EE which, if alive and well, I will not fail to write to 


u you, and every body elſe, at large. Take Care 
il IF of my lovely Maid, and keep her Mind as eaſy and 
y 3 compoſed as poſlible, whenever you have the Hap- 


s paineſs to ſee her, tho' I ſuppoſe ſhe is now gone, 
with her Brother, into the Country, 


If, ob! ye Powers ſupreme, who till preſide 
1 Oeer all Events, and all our Actions guide, 
Virtue, and Virtue's Votaries, are your Care, 

I Preſerve the beſt of Friends, and kindeſt Fair! 
Shed balmy Comfort, whereſoc&er they move, 

Ah! cure an anxious Grief, from abſent Love! 
Reſtore to Peace a Mind in deep Deſpair ! 

And ſuffer patient Calm to enter there 

And, oh! protect me, thro' the raging Main, 
And ſafe reſtore me to their Arms again!] 

Rebuke the Billows, that deſtructive roll, 

And ſpread their baneful Rage from Pole to Pole: 
Soft may the Breezes fill the ſwelling Sail, 

And no rude Storm deform the gentle Gale. 


Excuſe my Numbers, and believe me, my dear- 
eſt Thompſon, 


Thy eternally affettionate 
and ſincere Friend, 
W. DIA ER. 
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| CH. A F. IV. | 

| He, with Prig, is attacked by Footpads,— l 
ſ "They take three of them. —One of them 
1 proves to be Packer. Diſcourſe between 1 
Thompſon and bim.— He is committed is 
| Newgate, ried at the Old Bailey, condemned, 4 


| and executed. —Olſervations ariſing from 
| bis Behaviour in his laſt Moments. — Mr. | 
| Archer and Mr. Sharpley arrive in Town. 


Diſpatched an Anſwer to my Friend, by a Ship, 
| that was juſt ſailing to Liſbon, which probably 
| might arrive there Time enough to give him the 
| wiſhed Intelligence how Matters ſtood in England, 
* and, by the ſame Conveyance, ſent another Letter 
to Archer. 1 

One Evening, as Mr. Prig and myſelf were re- 
turning from Hampſtead, where we had taken an 
Excurſion, ſomewhat later than ordinary, on Foot, 
thinking it the ſafeſt Way, we ſtruck thro' the 
Fields between Kenti/h Town and Bliomſbury, and 
for our better Security, as there were many Ac- 
counts of Robberies committed between Hampſtead 
and London, had drawn our Hangers, which we 
carried naked in our Hands. We had already 
croſſed three Fields, and could plainly diſcover the 
Lights from Red-lion-Street and Ducen's-Square, ſo- 
that we imagined we had. got clear of any Mole- 
ſtation x 


x , 
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ſtation; but we were miſtaken, for, ſuddenly, 


| paſling over a narrow Cauſeway, two Men jumped 


out of a Ditch on one Side, whilſt two others did 
the ſame on the other Side, and, with a Multitude- 
of Oaths and Execrations, ordered us to ſtand, and 
deliver, or we were dead Men. As we perceived 
each of them was armed with a Piſtol, we did not 
think proper, for the Sake of a little Money, to 
be Fool-hardy, and ſo directly delivered our Purſes 
to them; at the ſame Time I told them we had no- 
more, for our Watches were left behind us; and 
deſired them to treat us like Gentlemen: Aye, fo 
we will, ſays one of them, and immediately fired 
his Piſtol, the Ball of which grazed upon my 
Shoulder, and took away a Piece of my Coat: 
We immediately concluded we were to expect no 
Quarter from them, and therefore, turning Back 
to Back, prepared to- make the beft Defence we 
were able, and, in that Poſition, received the 
Fire of another Piſtol, two others flaſhing in the 
Pan, without receiving any Hurt, and then were 
attacked on all Sides with Bludgeons, which they 
had concealed in their Bofoms. We beſtirred our- 
ſelves as nimbly as we poſſibly could, but yet were 
fearful we ſhould be overpowered with Numbers, 
when a lucky Stroke I made cut one of the Fel- 
lows down the Shoulder; and, ſhortening my 
Hanger, which was a cut-and-thruſt one, I ran it 
up to the Gripe in his Body, at which he gave-a 
Groan, 
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C HAP. XXXIV. 


He, with Prig, is attacked by Footpads,— 
They take three of them. —One of them 
proves to be Packer, —Diſcourſe between 
' Thompſon and him.—He is committed to 
Newgate, tried at the Old Bailey, condemned, 


and executed, —Okſervations ariſing from 
bis Behaviour in his laſt Moments. — Mr. 
Archer and Mr. Sharpley arrive in Town. 


Diſpatched an Anſwer to my Friend, by a Ship 
that was juſt ſailing to Liſbon, which probably 
might arrive there Time enough to give him the 
wiſhed Intelligence how Matters ſtood in England, 
and, by the ſame Conveyance, ſent another Letter 

to Archer. 3 
One Evening, as Mr. Prig and myſelf were re- 
turning from Hampſtead, where we had taken an 
Excurſion, ſomewhat later than ordinary, on Foot, 
thinking it the ſafeſt Way, we ſtruck thro' the 
Fields between Kenti/h Town and Blaomſbury, and 
for our better Security, as there were many Ac- 
counts of Robberies committed between Hampſtead 
and London, had drawn our Hangers, which we 
carried naked in our Hands. We had already 
croſſed three Fields, and could plainly diſcover the 
Lights from Red-hon-Street and Ducen's-Square, ſo 
that we imagined we had. got clear of any Mole- 
x ſtation 3 
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ſation ; but we were miſtaken, for, ſuddenly, 
paſſing over a narrow Cauſeway, two Men jumped 
out of a Ditch on one Side, whilſt two others did 
the ſame on the other Side, and, with a Multitude- 
of Oaths and Execrations, ordered us to ſtand, and 
deliver, or we were dead Men. As we perceived 
each of them was armed with a Piſtol, we did not 
think proper, for the Sake of a little Money, to 
be Fool-hardy, and ſo directly delivered our Purſes 
to them; at the ſame Time I told them we had no 
more, for our Watches were left behind us; and 
deſired them to treat us like Gentlemen: Aye, ſo 
we will, ſays one of them, and immediately fired 
his Piſtol, the Ball of which grazed upon my 
Shoulder, and took away a Piece of my Coat: 
We immediately concluded we were to expect no 
Quarter from them, and therefore, turning Back 
to Back, prepared to- make the beft Defence we 
were able, and, in that Poſition, received the 
Fire of another Piſtol, two others flaſhing in the 
Pan, without receiving any Hurt, and then were 
attacked on all Sides with Bludgeons, which they 
had concealed in their Bofoms. We beftirred our- 
ſelves as nimbly as we poſſibly could, but yet were 
fearful we ſhould be overpowered with Numbers, 
when a lucky Stroke I made cut one of the Fel- 
lows down the Shoulder; and, ſhortening my 
Hanger, which was a cut-and-thruſt one, I ran it 
up to the Gripe in his Body, at which he gave-a 

Groan, 
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Groan, and fell down at my Feet. There needed- 


no more to diſhearten the reſt, who directly took 
to their Heels; but we purſued them ſo nimbly, 
crying out, Thieves, all the Way, that, at the End 
of Red-lion- Street, they were all three taken, and: 
we immediately carried them into a Public- houſe, 
till we could get more Aſſiſtance, and convey them 
before a Magiſtrate, We found no other offenſive 
Weapons upon fearching them; but no Surpriſe 
cou!d be equal to ours, when in the Face of one 
of theſe Footpads, we diſcovered the Features of 
that Villain Packer / I gave a great Cry, occaſioned 
by my Aſtoniſhment, and aſked him the Reaſon 
he was not contented with our Money, but purſued 
our Lives with ſo much Inveteracy, which had 
brought him into his preſent Circumſtances: I 
added, I was ſorry to ſee him in ſuch a Situation, 
for he muſt now expect the Reward due to ſo 
many Crimes as he had been guilty of; at the 
ſame Time wiſhing any other Perſon had been the 
Means of bringing bim to Juſtice, He loured a 
ſcornful Look, and ſwore nothing grieved him, 
but that he had not been the Death of me, for 
then Hanging would have been but a Trifle; and 
could I, ſays he, have found you out, long ſince, 
I'd have made you the Victim of my Reſentment, 


I told him I was ſorry his Diſpoſition was ſo 


wicked; for tho' he had done me many Injuries, 
and had well nigh cauſed the Death of my Friend, 
who 
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who was attacked by his Procurement at Chelſea, 
yet I could not remember I had ever provoked 


him, by any Thing I had ever tranſacted, to ſuch 


an inhumane Refentment. No, he replied, was 
not you the Means of turning me from Mr. Dia- 
per's, by making yourſelf buſy with what you had 
no Concern with? I aſſured him the contrary, and 
that what I did in that Affair was what I merely 
thought my Duty, and what I could not diſpenſe 
with myſelf from doing, without mixing it with 
any Thing perſonal againſt himſelf, more than the 
Nature of the Caſe required, By this Time ſome 
Perſons returned, with an Account that the Man, 
who had fallen, was dead, and a Conſtable enter- 
ing at the ſame Time, tho' very late, we carried 
them before a neighbouring Juſtice of the Peace, 
and the Matter was fo clear againſt them, that he 
committed them all three to Newgate; and, the 
Seffions being begun at the OA Bailey the Day be- 
ſore, the Bill of Indictment was found; they 
were tried the laſt Day but one of the Seſſions, and 
upon the ſtrongeſt Evidence, condemned to die. 
Packer behaved with the utmoſt Boldnefs, during 
the whole Trial; and reflecting upon his former 
Appearance and Behaviour, it gave me a melan- 
choly Concern to fee ſuch an Alteration, His 
preſent Diſpoſition and Temper, to be ſure, how- 
ever was natural, whereas the Sobriety he had 

formerly 
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formerly aſſumed muſt have been all Hypocriſy and 
Grimace. 

Packer had a great many Friends; but his diſ- 
orderly Behaviour had fo incenſed them, that no 
one would ſtir on his Behalf, and, with the other 
Criminals, he was ſoon after executed at Tyburn, 
where he would make no Confeſſion, but died in 
an hardened and ſenſeleſs Diſregard to Religion 
and Hereafter, Such was the End of this Man, and, 
notwithſtanding the manifold Injuries I had recei- 
ved of him, *twas with Pain I conſidered myſeif 
as one of the Inſtruments of his Puniſhment, 
Mr. Diaper was alſo concerned at. his Fate, but 
*twas contrary to all the Maxims of Reaſon, Seli- 
defence, and Regard to the Public, to endeavour 
to-get him a Reprieve, which, otherwiſe, by that 
Gentleman's numerous Friends, there would have 
been very little Reaſon to doubt. How ſoon this 
Death followed that of the unhappy Woman he 
had debauched and ruined ! and of which I was alſo 
a SpeQator! And the Hand of Providence was fo 
viſible in their Puniſhment here, that I hope we 
may entertain an Opinion that Mercy will be ex- 
tended to them. in a future State, from that Being 
who is all. Forgiveneſs. and Forbearance, and of 
whom Mercy is one of the greateſt and moſt ſu- 
blime Attributes. 

I made many Obſervations upon the Behaviour 
of this Man in his laſt Moments. One would be 

at 
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at a great Loſs to conceive how a human Creature, 
capable of Reflection, can work himſelf up into 
ſuch an utter Inſenſibility, at an Hour fo awful, 
as that of the Separation of the Soul from the Body, 
and launching into the boundleſs immenſe Ocean 
of Eternity: And yet we ſee daily Inſtances of this 
ſhocking Stupidity, for Stupidity it muſt be in ſuch 
Inſtances as theſe; where the Wretch has not that 
Innocence and Purity, that Conſciouſneſs of having 
acted like a rational Creature, and that earne/# 
Hope, that fond Deſire, that Longing after Immor- 
tality, which fills the Heart, and ſupports the Spi- 
rits of the juſt Man in his laſt Moments. Annihi- 
lation would be more tolerable to them, were they 
to think at all, than a future State of Exiſtence ; 
they would feel no ſecret Dread, nor inward Hor- 
ror, of ſinking into Nought ; far from it, the Thought 
would be agreeable. Ignorance, ſuch total Igno- 
rance, as I have obſerved, in ſome of the loweſt of 
our Race, may be one Reaſon of the Unconcern at 
a Circumſtance it is poſſible they know little of; 
but may we not rather ſeek for it, than in Igno- 
rance, and a falſe Bravery, in the Conſultations they 
receive from the Ordinary, the Abſolutions and 
Promiſes he gives them? He adminiſters the Sa- 
craments, and aſſures them of Pardon and Remiſ- 
ſton of Sins, thro' the Merits of Chriſt. Nothing 
can come nearer to the Practices of the Roman Ca- 
thalics, than this artificial Aſſurance and Comfort 
given 
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given to the Criminals; and I think Dr. Mandeville's 7 


Scheme would have a better Effect, both upon 
them, and the Spectators of their Exit, when he 
adviſes not to proſtitute the Sacrament in that 


Manner, but to ſuffer them to go full of Deſpair; © 


weeping and gnaſhing their Teeth, to the Gallows; 
which, perhaps, would have a real good Effect 
upon their Minds, bring them to a Senſe of their 
Condition, and make their Breathings, and ſore 
Sighings of Heart, an acceptable Sacrifice for 
their Sins. Now, full of the Notion, that, by 
ſaying they believe what the Ordinary tells them, 
they ſhall be ſaved, adding thereto the ſacred Cere- 
monies of the Church, they think they may put 
on what Appearance ſuits their Tempers beſt at 
the ſhocking Moment, and their natural Vanity di- 
rects them ta ſuch an one as ſhall gain the greateſt 
Applauſe with the Mob, The Ordinary ſhould 
be honeſt enough to tell them the Uncertainty, the 
evident Uncertainty of their Repentances being re- 
ceived, when it is deferred to the laſt Moment of 
Life; that Death-bed Repentances are not worthy 
of that Term, and that no one can be faid ſincerely 
to repent, unleſs he has an Opportunity, and does 
amend his Life; that, indeed, God is a Being of 
infinite Mercy, and that he has great Confidence, 
if they are truly ſincere, that their Prayers, tho” 
late, may be received, and plead at the Throne 

af 
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of Grace; and further than this he ought not, nor 


XZ ſhould not, preſume to go. 


The Proſecution we were thus obliged to, of 
theſe Men, took us up a conſiderable Time; and 


it was ſcarce finiſhed, when a Meſſage was left at 
= my Lodgings, that Mr. Archer and Mr. Sharpley 


were arrived in Town; and that, as they could ſtay 
but a Week at moſt, they begged as much of my 
Company as poſſible, and defired I would meet 
them that very Evening at the Standard Tavern 
in Leice/ter-fields. I was quite overjoyed at the 


af Thoughts of ſeeing theſe two dear Friends, whom 


I loved as much, almoſt, as if they had been my 
Fathers, I could not imagine, however, what 
brought them up to Town, and ſuſpected it had 
ſome Relation to my Affairs, or that ſomewhat 
had happened to their Sons, more than ordinary, 
ſince I had heard from them: So, full of eager Ex- 


pectation, begging the Favour of Prig's Company, 


I haſted, as ſoon as the Hour came, to the Place 
of Appointment, 


CHAP, 
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C HAP. XXV. 

He meets Mr. Archer and Mr. Sharpley.— 
He apologiſes for his Friend. — Receives an 
Account of Sir Walter's Alteration of Tem- 
per, and the Difference between him and the 
"Squire, — They bring him a Letter from Fi- 
dele.—1ts remarkable Contents. — His Rage 
after peruſing it.—T hey return into York- 
ſhire. —Prig ſets out upon a Journey, — He 
grows more and more melancholy. 

M* Meeting with theſe worthy Gentlemen 
was accompanied with Marks of the ſin- 

cereſt Friendſhip and Affection, proceeding from 
the Heart, undefiled with the Grimaces of Com- 
pliment. I introduced Mr. Prig to their Acquaint- 
ance, as a Man I greatly eſteemed, and was thanked, 
on all Sides, for the Favour. After the firſt Ci- 
vilities were over, I enquired after the Health of 
my Father and Mother, and their Families. My 

Father had ſent me a Letter, by Mr. Sharpley, in 

which he informed me, that he and my Mother 

were in perfect Health, but that he was ſomewhat 
chagrined, at not being able to come up to London 
in lefs than three Months after the Time he before 
had appointed, and which was now juſt on expiring ; 
becauſe the Gentleman, who had the greateſt Part of 
his Ready Money in his Hands, would not be able 


to call up what he thought neceſſary beiore. He 
told 


2H 
by 
"g 1 : 
'S 
* 5 
1 . 
4 7 
— 
1 
* * 
: 
« 
CS 


of JoE THOMPSON. 21 


told me, in the Concluſion, that, if I had no over- 
bearing Inclination to ſtay in Town till then, he 
ſhould be glad if I would come into York/hire, and 
ſpend the intermediate Space of Time, between 
this and his Setting out, to ſee me ſettled in the 
World. There was no Anſwer to my Requeſt of 
going abroad, as my Friend Diaper had done, 
which a little ſurpriſed me, as I had made it in ſo 
X prefling a Manner. Mr. Sharply had accompanied 
his Friend up to Town, thro? Civility, and prin- 
cipally with a Deſire to ſee me, for Mr. Archer's 
Buſineſs was to execute ſome Commiſſions for his 
Son, who went on at Oporto with great Succeſs, 
As to young Sharpley, I found he was, - at preſent, 
Second Lieutenant of the Swiftſure, to which he 
had been removed from the Loo, and was now upon 
the Station of Beſſen in New England; of which J 
took a Memorandum, with a Purpoſe to write to 
him the fiiſt Opportunity. We now began to talk 
over old Aﬀairs, and Mr. Archer was ſurpriſed, he 
ſaid, at the Step my Friend Dzaper had taken, and 
more eſpecially when he underſtood with how 
much Eaſe he might have entered again into 
Trade, with an abſolute Proſpect of retrieving his 
Circumſtances; to which I replied, That it was no 
eaſy Matter for a Man, who has once found himſelf 
at the End of his Wiſhes, but is ſuddenly diſap- 
pointed by ſome unforeſeen Stroke of ill Fortune, 
to aſſume Spitit and Perſeverance ſufficient to bear 

; 7-7" _ 
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going over again the flow Methods of Induſtry and 
Trade, what he had loſt; and eſpecially when Love 
intervenes, and points out every tedious Path to our 
Wiſhes, as an Injury done tothe beloved Object, and 
to the Completion of our Hopes and Expectations; 
and therefore I could eaſily excuſe, from my Friend's 
Youth, and ſanguine Diſpoſition, his Hazarding 
himſelf as he had done, ſeeing, that if a few Years, 
in the Employ he had embarked in, were ſpent 
with the uſual Succeſs thoſe Gentlemen meet with, 
he would find himſelf in a better Situation than he 
could expect to be in, after having ſpent his whole 
Life in Traffic at Home, I even went ſo far, 
as to ſay, that, ſince ſome cruel Diſappointments 
I had myſelf met with, I had much rather venture 
Abroad, than ſettle in my Proſeſſion in England, 
where my Ambition would be conſtantly checked 
by the Idea that I had loſt every Thing in the 
World that could ſerve as a Spur to me to undergo 
the neceſſary Fatigues of Buſineſs; nor could I 
forbear ſhedding Tears at this Concluſion, and the 
Preſence of two Perſons who revived in my Mind 
all the painfully pleaſing TranſaQions of my diſ- 
aſterous and unfortunate Paſſion, They were 
very much moved at this Apoſtrophe of Grief, 
which naturally led them to condole with me on 
the Loſs of my Louiſa, which they did in Terms 
that plainly ſhewed me what an Intereſt they took 
in 


the Reflection, and the tedious Toil of acquiring, by I 
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in my Welfare. I ſhould, ſays Mr. Archer, have 
been at a Loſs how to have brought this Subje& on 
the Carpet, knowing the Senſibility you ſtill have, 
when it is mentioned, if you had not put me thus 
upon it; but I am able to give you a better Ac- 
count than you have yet received, I believe, of the 
Death of that young Lady, and what happened 
afterwards in her Family, which is ſo much altered, 
by the Loſs of her, that you cannot help being 
amazed at the Relation of it, I endeavoured to 
reſtrain my Tears, and beſought him to proceed, 
which he did, in the following Manner: Sir 
Walter was not preſent at his Daughter's Death, 
but was at Vert with that Villain the *Squire, 
in order to the Settlement of ſome Affairs pre- 
vious to the Marriage which he bad reſolved on 
between her and that Nephew, and which he had 
tyrannically endeavoured, but in vain, to pro- 
cure her Conſent to, and had left her, with Me- 
naces of all that Diſpleaſute and Rage could die- 
tate, if ſhe did not comply, at his Return. His 
Siſter, in ſending him the mournful "Tidings, let 
him into ſome Things in Relation to the *Squire, 
that immediately induced him to difcard him for 
ever; and he was ſo touched with his Daughter's 
Loſs, that he could not bear to viſit the Place of 
her Interment, which was in the Family Vault, at 
Taunton, where her Mother was alſo depoſited, 


for Sir Walter's Family, you know, was originally 
of 
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of Somer ſetſhire, and he has never attempted to 
go there ſince; for his Siſter was ſo much affected 
with the Loſs of her Niece, that ſhe went ſoon 
after to France, with an Intent to reſide there, the 
Remainder of her Days, after beſtowing all the 
hard Epithets that Grief and Anger could ſuggeſt, 
againſt his Cruelty and Barbarity. He has been 
ever ſince at his Houſe in Yor4/brre, and he is ſo al- 
tered, that he has quite forſaken his old Diverſions ; 
and when I waited upon him to take my Leave, 
and told him of my deſigned Rout to London, he 
ſhed Tears, and ſaid, with a melancholy Geſture, 


That perhaps I might then ſee poor Joe, to whom 3 
he deſired I would give his Love, and tell him he 
was a ſevere Sufferer for what he had acted againſt 1 


him and his Daughter, his dear Zowſa; had I 
known, continued he, the Worth of that Youth, 
ſo well as I do now, I believe I ſhould have con- 
quered my Averſion to his Alliance with my Daugh- 
ter, whom I was fooliſhly endeavouring, nay, did 
ſacrifice, to the Views of one of the worſt of Men, 
whom [I have ſince found out to be, in the loweſt 
Degree, baſe. I can now, alas! make no other 
Recompence, than by aſſuring him I ſhall ever 
eſteem him as my own Child; and pray tell him, 
if I can be of any Uſe to him in his future Con- 
cerns, neither the Inclination, nor the Money, 
ſhall be wanting. I was ſurpriſed, you may ima- 
gine, at ſuch a Declaration; and more ſo, when 
he 
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of her kind Lady. She gave me a Letter for you, 


o ve inſormed me, that Fidele, his Daughter's Wait- 
d ing-maid, bad yielded to bis Perſuaſions, and the 
2 X Deſires of your Mother, to quit Mrs. Goodwzl!, 
p 4 and ſhe is now Sir Walter's Houſe keeper; he 
4 'Þ does nothing without conſulting her, and endea- 
, "XX vours all he can to compenſate her for the Loſs 
n * 


XZ when I left the Houſe, which I have here brought 
2 you. Upon this he delivered me the Letter, which 
I knew to be #7de/z's Hand, and which I opened 

1 haſtily, much aſtoniſhed with what had been told 
me. I found it as follows: 


DE AR SIR, 


Hope you will excuſe the Trouble I am going 
to give you, when you know that my Ob- 
ligations to you, and ſome Matters I have to re- 
late, of my late excellent Lady, are my Motiveg 
for Writing to you. In the firſt Place, Sir, let me 
return you my unfeigned Thanks, for the kind and 
genteel Treatment I have received from Mr. Gad 
will and his Lady, ſince you placed me with them; 
and the Marks of your Favour and Remembrance 
I received, at ſeveral Times, when I was there, 
which will ever engage the moſt grateful Returns 
that ſhall be in my Power. You will be ſurpriſed 
when I acquaint you, that I am now with my old 
Maſter, to whoſe preſſing Sollicitations, and the 
Commands of your honoured Mother, which 1 
Vox. II. C more 


thered ſeveral Things from him, at Times, which 


diſpenſe with myſelf from telling you: He has, 


r 


26 The Life and Adventures 


more regarded, I, at laſt, conſented; and he has 
made me ample Amends, by placing me at the 3 
Head of his Family, where, however, I have the 
continual Pain of Reflecting, by all the Objects be- 
fore me, upon our great and irreparable Loſs in 
the Death of my dear young Lady, which no- 
body but yourſelf could feel ſo tenderly as I did, 
Sir Walter has taken on very grievouſly for my i 
Miſtreſs's Loſs, and is ſo changed, that, if any one 
were to ſay an ill Thing of you in the Family, he 1 
would immediately loſe his Favour. I have ga- 


I ſhall acquaint you of, if ever I have the Happineſs 
to ſee you again; but two Things I cannot now 


with the utmoſt Concern, told me that the Squire 
led him into a Scheme that was, in the End, fatal 
to Miſs Louiſa, which was to propagate a Story in 
Somerſetſhire, that he had killed you in a Duel; 
and, after that Report, fhe never held up her Head 
again, He has likewiſe, ſince that, been informed, 
by one of the *Squire's Attendants, of his Uſage 
of you in the Road to Mr. CoodwilPs, and his 
having attacked your Life by Ruffians, near his own 
Seat: All which conſpired, with his Regard to my 
Lady's Memory, to render him ſo diftaſteful to his 
Uncle, that he has forbid him ever entering his 
Doors, or appearing any where where he is; and 


has reſolved never to give him a Penny more than 
| = 
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he can help. He is retired to a little Eſtate he has 
near Doncaſter, full of Spleen and Reſentment, to 
brood over the Villainies he has committed; and 
the fine ProſpeRs he has loſt. I pray Heaven, Sir, 
to protect and proſper you; and to enable you to 
overcome your Diſtraction of Mind. From 


Your moſt obliged and affeftionate 
bumble Servant, 
FIDELE HEARTWELLTI, 


The Circumſtances of this Letter called up all 
my Griefs afreſh ; and I bemoaned my Loſs in ſo 
tenderly affecting a Manner, mingled, every now 
and then, with ſuch Motions of Rage, and Vows of 
Revenge, againſt the Author of my Unhappineſs, 
that my Friends were at the greateſt Loſs how to 
calm my Tranſports. I even raved againſt Sir 
IValter himſelf, for a blind, ſtupid, inſenſible 
Wretch, who merited ten Thouſand Times more 
Tortures than he had, or was likely to ſuffer; 
curſing him, in the bittereſt Terms, and wiſhing 
all the Plagues upon his Head that could be men- 
tioned, hoping, with Shakeſpear, 


t——— @ T houſand Knees, 

Ten thouſand Years together, naked, faſting, 
Upon ſome barren Mountain, and flill Winter, 
In Storm perpetual, would not move the Gags 
To look what Way be 1646. — 


When I had thus vented all that my Dolout 
C2 and 
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and Rage could ſuggeſt, I yielded to the Supplica- 


tions of my three Friends, and became more com- 


poſed ; but till, every now and then, the filent 


Tear would trickle down my Cheek, and the 3 
burſting Sigh rend my very Boſom in Twain. . 


We ſpent the Remainder of the Evening in a 
very agreeable Manner; and, as my Friends were 


not provided with a Lodging, I prevailed upon them, 4 
the one to accept of Part of a Bed with me, and 
the other with Mr. Prig, who was quite ſmitten 


with their Converſation, and earneſtly defired as 3 
great a Share of their Company, as he could have, 


during their Stay in Town. F 

I could by no Means bring myſelf to go down 
into Yorkſhire, I was too much diſordered, even 4 
upon the leaſt Mention of my deareſt Louiſa, to 
venture myſelf where every Place, every Face I 
ſaw, would revive all that Flow of Sorrow and 
Anxiety, that was at preſent ſomewhat ſtifled, by 
the Endeavours of my Friends, and my own, 
and the frequent Change of Company and Place, 
I, on Purpoſe, indulged myſelf in; fo that I wrote 
my Father Word, I would wait in Town for his 
wiſhed-for Arrival ; giving him ſuch Reaſons fo, 
my Reſolution, as he muſt be very well ſatisfied 
with, 

"Twas with great ReluQtance, after ten Days 
Stay in London, in which I conſtantly accompanied 
them, and frequently carried them to Mr. Diaper's 

Country- 
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Country-Houſe, who made them heartily welcome, 
as well on his Son's Account as mine, that I parted 
with our two Friends, who, having finiſhed the 
Buſineſs that brought them up, to their Satisfaction: 
ſet out for Yorkſhire, and Mr. Prig and myſelf ac- 
companied them twenty or thirty Miles out of 
London, where we took a very affectionate Fare- 
well. Soon. after, I was alſo robbed of another 
agreeable Companion, in my Friend Prig, who 
vas obliged to go on a Journey, into the Ve of 
en England, on ſome Law Affairs, which he imagined 
would employ him between three and four Months ; 
and now I was left too much to my own Reflec- 
tions, which I indulged in all their baneful Ra- 
vages over my Soul, and gave Way to all the diſ- 
tracting Gloom they occafioned ; whole Days I 
uſed to ſhut myſelf up in my Chamber, and give 
a Looſe to my Complaints and Tears, for the 
Death of my poor Louiſa, whoſe lovely Image was 
ever before my Eyes, and whoſe Accents hung upon 
my Ears. Mr. Deacon took Notice of this Alte. 
ration, with Concern, and began to call more fre- 


ote quently upon me, and took me out to his Societies, 
bis where, indeed, ſometimes the very comical Ab- 
for ſurdity of the Company would draw a Smile from 
ied me, and chace away an uneaſy Thought; but I 


wanted my dear Diaper, whoſe kind Reaſonings, 
and conſoling Arguments, could only have been 


effectual enough to have made me more patient 
i and 
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and eaſy. In ſhort, I began to be a Torment to 7 | 
myſelf, and a Pain to every body about me, 1 
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HAP. XXXVI. 


Te takes to Drinking. —Mr. Deacon dies, by 


which he is involved in a ſad Scrape. — 
He is arreſted. —Carried to the Spunging- i 
Houſe.—His Treatment there. — Removes 
bimſelf, by Habeas Corpus, to the Fleet. 
— His Motives for doing ſo. 


HE ſtupid Languor of my Mind, and the 

continual Perturbation of my Spirits, which 
were inceſſantly harraſſed in this Manner, at length 
brought me into a State of downright Inſenſibility; 
and I went, as it were, mechanically, to ſome 
Club or other, every Evening, where J contracted 
2a Habit of Drinking, than which nothing could 
be more low and degrading. I ran into the Strain 
of their Diſcourſe, and felt a Kind of Relief from 
myſelf, and a Pleaſure in faying Things nothing at 
all to the Purpoſe; and, when Wine or Beer could 
not ſuffice to allay my Uneaſineſs, I had Recourſe 
to Drams, which grew ſo habitual to me, that ! 
kept a private Bottle in my Chamber ; to which I 
uſed to apply ſo frequently, that it was a Mercy 


I did not kill myſelf, Could any Creature be 
more 
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more fallen ! but, in ſhort, Ambition, and every 
other Incentive to Life, and Praiſe-worthy Ac- 
tions, were defunct in me; and, in the ſole Reflec- 
tion that I had loſt Louiſa, I was dead to any Ac- 
quiſition of Name, Fortune, or Happineſs, Oh! 
how wretched a Situation was this! and the Force 
of theſe helliſh Cordials, ſoon expired, left me in 
a worſe State than before, which could only be 
= mended by a Repetition of the ſame fictitious 
þ 5 Ppirits. 
l was thus loſt, when, one Morning, poor Mr. 
Deacon, who, as I ſaid before, was too great a Vo- 
tary to the Bottle, dropped down dead in his 
Compting-Houſe, with a ſudden Fit of the Apo- 
plexy : He had received ſome Intimations before, 
that he was going to be ſubject to that dreadful 
Diſorder, and had reſolved, over and over, to drink 
leſs than he uſed to do; but had not had Power 
enough to break his Habit of Evening Debauches, 
to which he thus fell a Sacrifice, 
I was much concerned at the Death of ſo worthy 
a Man, who was a perfect Adorer of my Father, 
and, on that Account, been a good Friend to 
me; but I ſoon found, to my Coſt, that, by a 
Fiece of Imprudence we had both been guilty of, 
I was like to be a greater Sufferer by his * 
than I was aware of. 
Mr. Deacon, about two Months ſince, had a 
very large Demand for Money; and his Affairs 
C4 were 
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were ſo ſituated, at that Time, that he could not 
command ſo much as he wanted, by 600/. His 
Friendſhip with my Father, and that which ſub- 
ſited between him and me, made all his Concerns 
known to me; and I fooliſhly offered to give him 
my Note for ſo much, which, as I was well known 
to have ferved my Time to Mr. Diaper, and to be 


going into Trade for myſelf, and my Father to be 5 
a Man in very good Circumſtances, he might eaſily 


get ihe Sum he wanted upon: This, tho' an Affair 
that ought to be very cautiouſly tranſacted, was 
what I had known to be very common in the City, 
upon ſuch Emergencies; and I did not doubt Mr. 


_ 
i 


Deacon's Honour, who was rich, and who promiſed 2? 23 
me to take it up, before it became due; ſo that 


I took no counter Security from him, and confided 


intirely in his Integrity and Diſcretion, forgetting 3 


the excellent Maxims I had imbibed in my Appren- 
ticeſhip, of leaving nothing of that Nature to 
Chance, or the Accidents of Death or Sickneſs. 
Mr. Deacon was, I am perſuaded, a very honeſt 
Man; but ſomehow or other, not being able to 
take up my Note, as ſoòf as due, had called on the 


Perſon who had it in his Poſſeſſion, and made 
bim eaſy, by appointing a Time of Payment; 
ſo that I thought the Affair quite over, when his 
ſudden Death betrayed to me that he had not paid 
it, and it was ſtill in the ſame Hands: What to do 
I could not tell; I waited on Mr, Deacan's Brother, 

| who 
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who was his fole Heir and Executor ; but, being a 
mercenary, ſelfiſh Wretch, he pretended his Bro- 

ther had left no Minute of the Affair any where 

amongſt his Books and Papers; and flatly refuſed 

to believe what J related, or to pay me the Money; 

and, after all I could ſay, I was forced to leave him, 
venting ſuch Reproaches only, as my Anger and 

Reſentment dictated to me to make Uſe of. I 

thought this as mortifying a Stroke as any Man 
could meet with, thus to be trapped, beſore he be- 
gun the World, by his Good- nature and Gra- 
titude, out of 600 J. beſides, I had not the Money 
to pay it, and my Reputation was likely to ſuffer 
upon the Occaſion. I was quite aſhamed to men- 
tion it to Mr. Diaper; and, as to my Father, I re- 
ſolved, if I could not get Time for the Payment, 
to undergo any Thing, rather than make him ac- 
quainted with it; and it was a great Misfortune 
to me, that Prig was out of Town, who was moſt 
capable of adviſing me in ſuch an Affair; for as to 
the Clerk he had left in his Chambers, he was a 
mere Green- horn. I was reſolved therefore to keep 
out of the Way, as the Perſon Who had the Note 
was very vociferous in demanding the Money; ſo 


that I did not ſtir from my Lodging for near a Fort- 


night; but, as ill Luck would have it, I expected 
one Morning a Porter from an Inn, with ſome 
Preſents from Mr. Goodwill, which I was obliged, 
in Civility, to receive; and, in the Interim, the 
C 5. Maid 
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Maid of the Houſe came up to my Chamber, to 
Jet me know a Porter below had brought me a2 
Letter, and ſomething in a Baſket, whom I im- 
mediately ordered up; but my Blood was congealed 
in my Veins almoſt, when, preſenting the Letter, 
which was all a Sham, he told me he had a Warrant 
againſt me, at the Suit of Mr. Vulture, the Money- 
ſcrivener; and immediately three or four more 
villainous Countenances, ſans ceremonies, bounced i 
into the Apartment. I found it was as vain, as im- 
prudent, to refiſt, and, putting on a tranquil Air, 
defired to know where they propoſed to carry me ? 
Sir, replies the Chief of them, my Lock-up Houſe i 
is in Gray's Inn Lane, where you will be as much | 
at your Eaſe as at Home; fo ordering a Coach to 
be called, and giving proper Dire&tions to my 
Landlord, if any body enquired, I ſuffered myſelf to 
be conducted to the aforeſaid Place of /aiva Ci 
todia. I was put, at my Entrance, into a Room, 
where were ſeveral Priſoners, of both Sexes, ſome 
airily ſinging and talking, others ftupid, and full 
of Deſpair, at their Misfortunes ; but all ſeemingly 
agreed in this, that Drinking was a Cure for their 
Maladies. As ſoon as the Officer had left me, one 
of them advanced, and yery facetiouſly welcomed 
me to my new Quarters, where he ſaid he had been 
ſeveral Times; and, feeing me look ſomewhat dull, 
bid me not mind it, one half of the World had 
been there already, and the other muſt come there 
| 8 ſoon; 
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ſoon 3 come Sir, we muſt have your Footing, 
and when your Gal/'s a little broke, you'll be 
eaſy, I aſked him what he meant by my Foating ? 
Only Two and Sixpencefor a Bow] of Punch, which 
is what we all pay at our Entrance into this noble 
Society, Sir, and you look too much like a Gen- 
tleman to diſpute the Cuſtom. I immediateiy 
gave him the Two and Sixpence, and a Bowl was 
brought in, which was ſoon ſucked up by my Aſ- 
ſociates, who then became very curious and inqui- 
ſitive to know my Buſineſs, and the Occaſion of 
my being bum'd, as they called my being arreſted. 
I had no Mind to fatisfy them, nor indeed did I 
reliſh their Company; but immediately had a Meſ- 
ſenger called, to. ſend a Note by to Mr. Briſk, 
Mr. Prig's Clerk, that I might have a little Ad- 
vice. Mean Time the Officer had intimated to 
the Keeper of the Houſe, that I was a warm 
Hand, and fluſh of Cole, as I afterwards heard; fo 
that hecame, with a great many Bows and Scrapes, 
and told me, if I pleaſed, I might have a Room to 
myſelf, if I did not chuſe ſo much Company. I 
told him I had much rather to be alone; fo, taking 
Leave of my new Acquaintance, he uſhered me in- 
to an Apartment up two Pair of Stairs, where he 
locked me in, and Jeft me to my Meditations. I 
was, indeed, harraſſed, by my uneaſy Thoughts, 
to fome Purpoſe, and never was ſeen ſo forlorn a 


Wretch z my former Sufferings, and my preſent 
| C 6 Diſtreſs, 
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Diſtreſs, combined together to make me exqui- 
fitely unhappy. I had now the Idea of the Pain 
and Regret I ſhould give my Father, whoſe Re- 
proaches, for my Want of Conduct and Prudence, 
were ever in my Ears, and made me perfectly diſ- 
tracted: At length Mr. Brie came, who telieved 
me from my preſent Perturbation, by his Preſence. 
He wiſhed his Maſter had been at Home, who, by 
backing the Warrant, would have given me I ime 
to put in Bail; but as that could not now be done, 
conſidering the exorbitant Expence I muſt be at 
where I was, he adviſed me to remove myſelf to the 
Fleet, till he came to Town, which, in the End, 
would ſave me Money; and he gave me ſuch 
an Idea of that Priſon, that I could not help think - 
ing it far preferable to the Dungeon Life I led 
at preſent, and was likely to do if 1 continued at 
the Spunging-houſe any longer; ſo I agreed to 
what he ſaid, and gave him the neceſſary Money to 
procure me an Habeas Corpus for my Removak 
1 had luckily above twenty Guineas by me, at 
the Time of my Arreſt, which, in ſome Meaſure, 
fupported my Spirits; and now I had taken my 
Reſolution, methought I was eafter, when the 
Officer came into my Apartment, to whom I im- 
parted what I had done. He ſeemed quite cha- 
grined, and put on a deal of ill Humour upon it, 
no doubt, expecting me to renew the Writ, and, 
for the Sake of ayoiding a Gaol, ply him continually 


with. 
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with Civility- money, to permit me to remain 
where I was. He ſaid the Plaintiff would take 
any Bail, and was ſurprized I would go to the Fleet, 
which he repreſented in the moſt ſhocking Colours 
to me; but I was prepared for him, and, the four 


and twenty Hours not being expired, I knew he 


could not carry me to the County Gaol, Newgate, 
before my Habeas Corpus would be taken out, and 
then I was ſecure from the diſappointed. Rage of 
theſe inhuman Gentry: However, my Good-na- 
ture operated ſo ſtrongly, that I gave him Half a 
Guinea, at which his Brow began to ſmooth ; and, 
aſſuming another Tone, he told me he would do 
any Thing to ſerve me; that I was happy to have 
fallen into his Hands, who was a Gentleman that 
had been reduced, by Misfortunes, to accept of 
his preſent Employ ; that many of his Brethren 
would have carried me to Newgate, upon the firſt 
Mention of an Habeas; but as to him, he was a 
Man who did not love to prey upon Gentlemen 
under Trouble. All that he ſaid was backed 
by the Man,of the Houſe; and I could not help 
calling for a Bowl of Punch, to-reward them for 
their Civility, At Night I went to Bed, about 
Ten o'Clock, but ſlept little; and, about Ten the 
next Morning, Mr. Briſt brought me News, my 
Habeas would be ready at Night, which made me 
very eaſy, for I longed to be in a State of more 
Liberty, As ſoon as he was gone, the Officer came 
ns, 
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in, and, taking me aſide, told me he believed the 
Plaintiff was a ſour, ill-tempered Fellow; and, if 
I would give him five Guineas, he'd put in Bail 
above, that ſhould juſtify their being worth 10,000/, 
tho' one was a Broomſtick-maker, and I might go 
about my Buſineſs, where I would ; but that, if I was 
obliged to ſlay publickly in Landon, I might clap in 
a Writ of Error, and fight him off for a Twelve- 
month. I was aſtoniſhed at the Roguery of this 
Sett of Men; and tho' it was not proper for me 
to reprove him, I conceived fo hearty a Diſlike to 
theſe wicked, incroaching Inſtruments of the Law, 
that I would ſooner ſuffer an Injury, at any Time, 
than employ them: To both Plaintiff and Priſoner 
they will be equally unjuſt! Gain is the God they 
worſhip! and I'll venture to ſay, There is not one 
in an Hundred that has either Honour or Honeſty, 
At Night I experienced the Extortion of ſuch 
infecnal Houſes, and was charged three Shillings for 
my Bed, two Shillings for Firing, and five Shillings 
extraordinary, for occupying the Room by myſelf; 
which, with what my Dinners, Suppers, and Li- 
quors, came to, in their Way of Reckoning, 
amounted, for the Day and an Half I ſtaid there, i 
to forty Shillings, and upwards, beſide the Half 
Guinea I gave the Officer: Yet this is ſuffered in 
a Country ſubject to the beſt Laws, and where 
we boaſt ſo much of our Liberty, and the Privi- 
leges of Engliſhmen! 
Mr, 
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Mr. Briſt, a Tipflaff, and the Bailiff, attend- 
ed me to a Judge's Chambers, from whence, the 
uſual Forms complied with, we were ſet down at 
the Priſon-gate about Nine o'Clock at Night, and 
were immediately uſhered into the Lodge, where a 
rough-hewn Fellow, ſtaring me full in the Face, 
and ſeeming to devour me with his Lyes, demand- 
ed two Shillings as his Fee, telling me, he was the 


ad turokey : I complied with his Demand, being 


adviſed before by Briſè, as alſo in paying a Com- 
pliment of a Bottle of Wine to the reſt of his Col- 
leagues, who welcomed me to the College, as they 
called it, with great Mirth and Jollity. I alſo paid 
the Maſter's-Side Fee, and had a Room promiſed 
me that very Night at the Rate of two Shillings 
and Sixpence per Week, ready furniſhed, 

I was the more ready to go to the Fleet, from 
the Conſideration that I ſhould there be more ſe- 
cret than at a Spunging-houſe, and had conceived 
a Notion that it was a Place where few People of 
Conſequence were ſeen to enter; but in this I was 
miſtaken, I afterwards found; for a Fair, compara- 
tively ſpeaking, could not have a greater Reſort of 
Perſons of all Sorts than this Place, where I was 
every Minute known by ſome body or other. A- 
gain, I imagined, when my Father came to Lon- 
don, and ſaw me there, he would be more ready, 
aſter ſuch a faux pas, as I had been guilty of, to 
gratify my Inclination of going Abroad, I thought 
I bad 
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I had Money enough to ſubſiſt me till his Arrival, 


for I had been informed, that every Thing was 


very cheap in this Place, and that a Man could 
find few Opportunities of ſpending Money there; 
in which I was alſo deceived, as the Sequel will de- 


monſtrate, for I believe, by ſuch a Number of 


People, more Money is hardly ever ſpent Abroad, 
there not only being ali the Incentives to Luxury 
and Extravagance, but almoſt an Obligation to 
comply with them : However, I was now in it, 
and it was in vain to think of a ſudden Retreat; 
fo, following Mr. Briſe, we entered the Houſe, and 
were introduced to a pretty commodious Coffee- 
room, where, at ſeveral Tables, were many well- 
dreſſed Perſons, regaling themſelves with "WY 
of Liquors. 
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Ae is painted in the Coftee-room.— Adjourns 
050 /be Fleet-Cellar.— Humorous Appearance 
„ the Gueſts there. — Hears a Charatter of 
Speculiſt, —Enters his new Apartment,— 
Deſcription of it.-—-Charafter of the Place 
in general. Divers Reflections. — He joins 
with an Ordinary. 


* 
0 
5 4 E had not been ſerved with the Bowl of 


YH Punch we called for, before ſeveral Fel- 
X lows, moſt of whom I had taken Notice of in the 
Lodge, came in, one after another, upon diffe- 
rent Errands, and ſtaring me for ſome Time ear- 
neſtly in the Face, and ſeeming to meaſure my 
very Height, went out again: I expreſſed my Sur- 
priſe at ſuch Treatment, at which the Gentlemen, 
who were molt of them Priſoners, I found, ſeem- 
ed very much diverted, and informed me, they 
came to paint me, by which I afterwards under- 
flood was meant to take ſuch an Obſervation of 
my Perſon and Features, as might make me known 
to them, if ever I came to the Jig, for ſo they 
call one of the inner Gates of the Priſon ; and, in- 
deed, without ſome ſuch Obſervation, it would be 
impoſſible to prevent Eſcapes amongſt ſuch a Num- 


ber of People as are here confined. Theſe Fel- 
lows ſerve the Warden alſo as à Kind of Delatores, 
. and 
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and are his Intelligencers of every Thing that paſſes 1 
in the Inſide of the Place. The Man, that kept 
the Coffee-room, being a very pragmatic ſaucy | 
Fellow, we agreed to adjourn to another Scene, 
and fre what Entertainment we could meet with 
in the Tap or Cellar, to which we deſcended by a © I 


Staircaſe; and upon my Entrance from the Black- 
neſs and Dark neſs of the Walls, and the low Cell- 
ings, I imagined I was entering the Temple of 


Gueſts and the Drawers put me in Mind of the 
Hurry and Confuſion between Decks in a firſt Rate 


Man of War. Such a motly Crew of jovial Beings, 4 | 
ſure, never were ſeen any where elſe ; for my Part 3 
I forgot I was in a Place of Confinement, and be- A 
gan to think I was entering Tam King's, or a Booth 


in Bartholomew Fair : Some were in ſerious Debate 
on Matters of high Import, as how to circumvent 
their Creditors, and eſcape the Jaws of the Gaol z 
others were curſing the remorſeleſs Wretches, who 
had ſuffered them to linger out ſo many Years in 
Miſery and Diſtreſs, without any View or Proſ- 
pe, but that of fatiating their Inhumanity, 
Many were dancing from Box to Box, with all the 
Antics of Madmen; and theſe I ſoon diſcovered 
were the Wits, who cauſed redoubled Peals of 
Laughter at every Thing they ſaid or did. Some 
were drunk, others half-drunk and quarrelling, 
ſame eating, ſome drinking, and, in ſhort, where- 

ever 


i 1 
1 


Moloch, and the Buz and promiſcuous Noiſe of the 4 I 
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% ever you caſt your Eyes, you diſcovered little that 
could beſpeak the Object of your View at all 
W touched with their Conditions, The Landlord, 
perceiving that we were Strangers, accomodat- 
Jed us with a Box, after ſome little Time, and we 
Called for a Tankard of Beer; and preſently all the 
* 1 Company was up in Arms to ſee the new Priſoner, 
i 1 and many, with a familiar Air, ſhook me by the 

| Hand, and told me, they were glad to ſee me 


© WW there, where, if I had Money, I might live as 
* well as ever I did in my Life. This grew tire- 
ſome to me, and Brie, having been there before, 
XE aſked, if we could not procure a Room? Upon 
which we were ſhewed to one, which was as hand- 
ſome as one in a Tavern, in which were only two 
grave-looking Gentlemen, who I found were alſo 
Priſoners; one of them Sir Villiam Failer, a Ba- 
ronet, and the other Dr. Diagnaſtic, a Phyſician, 
who both appeared to be Men of Senſe, and ex- 
preſſed a great Concern at ſeeing me there. We 
called for a Bottle of Wine, and had ſome ſmall 
Matter for Supper, which was brought in by a 
Man Cook, who was as great an Oddity, in Per- 
ſon and Behaviour, as ever I had ſeen. Sir Wil- 
liam and the Doctor drank with us, at my Requeſt, 
and entertained us with the Hiſtory of the Place, 
and the Character of the chief Perſons in it; and, 
amongſt the reſt, told me, there was one Mr. Spe- 
cult, who was a very clever Man, but bad beha- 
ved 
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ved fo arrogantly and overbearingly, that he was 
univerſally deſpiſed by all his Fellow-priſoners in 
general, Then they cautioned me againſt lending 
Money, and adviſed me to keep as much above 
Stairs in my own Apartment as poſſible, which I 
ſhould find more for my Peace and Comfort than 
being below, where they were perpetually invol- 
ved in Broils and Factions. The Reckoning com- 
ing to be paid between the Baronet and the Phyſi- 
cian, I perceived they were at a Kind of a Plunge, 
not having enough about them, and both pretend- 
ing to be angry at the Trouble of going to their 
Rooms for more; upon which Sir William ſaid, 
he would ſee if he could find any body in the 
Tap-room that would oblige him, and prevent bis 
Journey; ſeeing this, and thinking them very ho- 
neſt Gentlemen, I pulled out a Crown, and beg- 
ged they would not be at a Loſs, fince I could 
oblige them: With ſome Difficulty they accepted 
the Favour, promiſing Payment next Morning; 
but I never heard of it again, and ſoon after found 
they were notorious, both of them, for borrowing 
and never returning what they borrowed. This 
indeed is the Curſe of this Place, and a Man ſhould 
never carry about him more than enough for his 
own Uſe; for, if he does, he's ſure to have Cuſtom- 
ers enough to make it away too. At Ten, Briſ 
was obliged to depart, when the tremendous Cry 
of, II lo goes aut? was bauled forth by the Watch- 
men, 
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men, and ſoon after the Chamberlain, with a Pair of 
Sheets on his Arms, ſummoned me to explore my 
new Apartment. Gueſs my Surpriſe, when paſ- 
ſing thro' a narrow Kind of Paſſage, which ſtunk 
moſt abominably, and which I underſtood after- 
wards was called Mount Scoundrel, I was introdu- 
ced to a little Room, that I preſume had been, ſome 
twenty Years before, white-waſhed, but now was 
ſo black, and the Walls fo decayed, that the Light 
pervaded it in ſeveral Places, and, at the Top, I 
had thro? ſeveral Cracks a clear View of the azure 
Sky: A ſordid Bed, covered with Horſe-cloths 
rather than Blankets, and a Rug that had received 
many a gorgeous party-coloured Patch, which 
ſeemed to ſpeak Variety of Wretchedneſs ; a Grate, 
conſiſting of three worn- out crooked Bars; a Chair 
or two without Backs, and a Table, which, of a 
Foot was lame, and 


Thruft between the limping Leg a Sherd ; 
So was the mended Board exactly rear'd : 


Compoſed the Furniture. I expreſſed my Diſcon- 
tent to the Chamberlain, who, ſcratching his Head, 
with a burleſque Air, told me, few Gentlemen 
had à better Room at firſt; but, no doubt, when 
I became acquainted with the Cuſtom of that Place, 
I might remove more to my Satisfaction. I found 
by this I had made a Miſtake; ſo I tipped him Half 
a Crown, and promiſed him Half a Guinea more, 

3 if 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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if J could have a better on the Morrow: He bow- 
ed, and very obligingly told me, he would ſee what 
he could do for me. 

The next Morning I roſe- early, not having 
ſept the whole Night, partly from the Badneſs of 
my Lodging, and partly from the inceſſant Noiſes 
of drunken diforderly Priſoners, who all Night 
Jong raked about and quarrelled in the adjacent 
Galleries. Now to explore my Priſon, and indeed 
a more gloomy Proſpect, methought, I had never 
ſeen before. I was met by the DoQor I had ſup- 
ped with the over Night, who ſhewed me all its 
Avenues, and read me a long Lecture, to convince 
me how neceſſary Exerciſe was in this Place to 
preſerve Health ; particularly recommending Fives 
for that Purpoſe, at which I ſoon underſtood the 
Doctor was a Dabſter, and partly got his Living 
by it. 

To a thinking Man, who exerciſes his reaſon- 
ing Faculties, nothing can be more irkſome than 
ſuch a miſerable State of Exiſtence as this in a Gaol, 
and however Neceſſity, or Avarice and Diſhoneſty, 
may form a Kind of artificial Eaſe and Tranquil- 
lity in ſome Breaſts, yet Signs of Horror and Re- 
gret will ſometimes break forth from them, whe- 
ther they give Way to it or no. Can there be 4 
more horrible Situation, than to labour under this 
civil Impediment, and to reflect that you are cut 


off from the Race of Mankind, as a Deſtroyer of 
your 
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your Neighbour's Property, and as it were buried 
quick from all Remembrance ? Dreadful Thought ? 
which can be equalled by none but thoſe of the 
remorſeleſs Creditor, who. under the Sanction of 
Laws, too much abuſed, ſhall daily, hourly, be- 
come the Torturer of ſome unhappy honeſt Fa- 
mily, whoſe Misfortunes only have rendered them 
inſolvent: Yet ſuch there are, who, in our Church 
Service, every Day ftill repeat, Forgive us our 
Debts, as we forgive our Debtors, Blaſphemous 
Impiety ! execrable Murderers ! wiſely has the Le- 
giſlature, from Time to Time, relieved, at certain 
Periods, the ſuffering guiltleſs Creature from theſe 

mercileſs Bonds 
In the Fleet, I found Perſons of all Ranks, all 
Profeſſions, and almoſt all Religions, and there 
can be no Loſs of agreeable Companions for Men 
of every Taſte. Some have taken Shelter here to 
ſave the Fortunes for themſelves or their Heirs, 
which ought to be given up to the ruined Credi- 
tors; numberleſs Families ſuffering by ſuch Vik 
lainies: Others have been caught, and fixed here, 
after a Train of ſucceſsful Rogueries, bringing in 
the Spoils of Hundreds ; but the greateſt Number 
are thoſe unhappy Ones I hinted at before, whoſe 
Caſe is greatly, ſincerely to be pitied. The honeſt 
Man here droops and pines, Deſpair and Death 
are ſeen in his Face, and he deplores his Misfor- 
tunes! The others loſe, in a Round of Drinking, 
Riot, 
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| Riot, and Debauchery, all Senſe of Shame and all 


Compunction for their Crimes, and make their 
Priſon a veritable Hell, to thoſe about them, more 
ſerious, more compoſed, 

Juſt Heaven ! when will the bliſsful Time ar- 
rive, that Man, thy Subſtitute below, ſhall ceaſe 
to tear and rend his Fellow-creature ! ſhall ceaſe 
to be deſigning, cruel, baſe, and act in every 
Thing conſiſtent with his Nature and his Make! 
Lions their Feliow-lions ne'er devour, and Tigers 
love their Kind! Each Savage, prouling thro' the 
howling Deſert, with figry Eyes and baneful Glare, 
in Search of needful Prey, ftill ſpares his Likeneſs, 
wars not on his Brother | but Man, ungrateful for 
the every Bleſſing thou haſt on him beſtowed, with 
ruthleſs Ravages deforms his Soul, and triumpts 
in his Neighbour's Wretchedneſs ; nor feels the 
pitying Thought, nor ſheds the melting Tear, 
for other's Woes! . 

When Dinner time arrived, Sir William accoſt- 
ed me upon the Bare, acquainting me, there was 
a very good Ordinary in the Cellar, at which him- 
ſelf, with ſome other very ſociable Gentlemen, 
uſually dined, and hoped, that I would let them 
have the Pleaſure of my Company to Dinner. I, 
for my Part, had neither Thought of Eating or 
Drinking yet, and was taken up in many melan- 
choly Reflections upon my forlorn Eſtate, and the 


9 and the Succeſſion of Misfortunes that 
ſeemed 
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* ſeemed to attend me, at every Step in Life ; but 
this Invitation awaked me from my Reverie, and 
made me perceive the Calls of Nature were ſtrong- 
ly ſtruggling within me, and I attended him to a 
Room in the Cellar, where our Meal was elegant 
and cheap, and the Company really deſerved En- 
comium; ſave that Wit had here unbounded Li- 
cence, and ſhook off all the Reſtraints of Modeſty 
and Decency. However, I was not diſpoſed to 
be very Cynical, and promiſed to dine there ever 

Day, ſo long as the ſame good Company frequent- 
ed it. . x 
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Gets another Apartment. — Meets 8 peculiſt, 


Becomes extravagant.—Loſes Money at 

Fives. —1s quarrelled with at the Dragon- 

Club. — Fights his Antagoniſt upon the Bare, 

and beats him. Is in great Diftreſs.— Makes 
away with his Cloaths by Degrees. 


TEXT Morning, the Chamberlain, eager to 
handle the Half Piece I had offered him, 
helped me to an airy and commodious Room 
trontiag the Bare, where I gave a little Treat to 
dir William, the Doctor, and two or three other 
Members of the Ordinary. I was going up to it 
in the Afternoon, when I met, at the End of the 

Vor. II, n Gallery, 
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Gallery, Specui;ft, full-butt, who made a Stand, and 


burſt out into an immoderate Fit of Laughter, cry- 
ing out, Mr. Thompſon, whoever thought of feeing 
you at College! Come, my Friend, let us ſa- 
crifice all our old Animoſities ; and, ſince Fortune 
has put us into the ſame Situation, let's live as ſo- 


ciably as we can, and endeavour to do one another 
all the little Services that are requiſite in this Place. 


I was not Proof againſt the good Humour with 
which he uttered this, and gave him my Hand; for 
I thought it in vain to ſtand out, as every Minute 
would fling us in one another's Way, and I was 
ever an Enemy to an implacable Temper; tho' I 
filently reſolved in myſelf to keep as great a Diſtance 
as I well could, and to converſe with him in the 
moſt cautious Manner. So I went with him to his 
Room, which was-on the fame Floor, after he had 
viſited mine, which I found to be one of the beſt 
in the Houſe, and ſuperbly furniſhed. Here [ 
drank a Dram with him, and parted. - I ſoon found 
I had got into a Set of Company that made it im- 
poſſible for me to live frugally, and, tho' our Eat- 
ing daily was ſo reaſonable, yet the Want of ſome- 
thing elſe to employ Time, and the vivacious 
Mirth of the Table, generally kept us over the 
Bottle or Bowl till pretty late, and I ſoon got an 
Habit of going to the Clubs that were held almoſt 
in every Part of the. Priſon, where I ſeldom came 
off for leſs than Half a Crown at a Sitting, and 

. ſometimes 
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ſometimes not for double the Money. I engaged 
alſo at Frves, very frequently, which fleeced me 
of a good deal of Money, having generally my 
Maſters in the Game to deal withz fo that niy 
ſmall Stock in leſs than fix Weeks Time was pret- 
ty much exhauſted, and I began to fear it would 
not Jaſt me ſo long as was needful ; which gave me 
the bittereſt Pangs, as I ſaw daily Inftances of the 
exceſſive Miſery of Poverty in this Priſon, where 
Money, and Money only, engages Reſpect, and 
the Services and Civilities of your Fellow · priſon- 
ers. J admitted of no Viſits, but Briſt's, whom 
I made promiſe not to let his Maſter know where I 
was till he came to Town; and, as to my Father - 
and Mr. Diaper, I wrote to them as uſual; fo that 
they had no Sufpicion of what had happened. I 
was here in a conſtant Round of Company and Di- 
verſions of one Sort or another, which I eagerly 
purſued, fearing the Return of my Griefs and me- 
lancholy Deſpondency, if I indulged in the leaſt 
my Reflections on my deareſt Louiſe, who till 
was uppermoſt, when I did not uſe Art to ſtifle 
my Remembrances of her, Things were in this 
Situation, when one Evening, at the Dragon-Club 
in the Cellar, I had a Diſpute with Captain Bull, 
late an Officer in a marching Regiment, who at- 
tacked me very uncivilly, for having ſaid, that 
Swearing in common Converſation was a very 
ungentleman-like Behaviour, The Captain was 
DB 2 a Brute 
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a Brute and a Blockhead ; but had reigned Con. 
queror in all the Athletic Trials of Skill he had 
been engaged in, ſo that he was the Terror, and, 
at the ſame Time, the May-game of all his Fel- 
low-priſoners. Damn you, Sir, ſays he, who 
made you a Reformer here ? I will ſwear, Sir, and 
I am a Gentleman, that my Commiſſion will de- 
clare. Captain, I replied, I meant nothing per- 
ſonal, but ſtill muſt inſiſt on what I ſaid before, 
and am ſorry to ſee there is any body ſo ſtupid as 
to contradit me, Stupid—G-d d—n me, what 
do you mean by that? No more ſtupid than your- 
ſelf; I believe I have had as good Education too, 
and will read Greek with you, or any thing elſe, for 
what you dare; at this the whole Company fell 
into a Laugh, which encouraged me to lay him a 
Wager that he could not read Engliſb. A Book was 
brought, and he attempted to read, but the Wa- 


ger was given againſt him; and, upon my ſaying 


ſomewhat further, he took up a Glaſs, and flung it 
full at me, which, by ducking my Head, I avoid- 
ed, and challenged me out upon the Bare. I had 
no Mind for this porterly Exerciſe, but, as amongſt 
School-Boys, ſo here I was ſenſible a Man would 
be reflected upon by every one that refuſed ſuch 
a Challenge; ſo, being heartened by all pre- 
ſent, I tripped, and went to the Field of Action, 
where my Antagoniſt was gone before me. Spe- 
culiſt, upon this Occaſion, behaved exceeding 

| | well 
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well, and inſiſted upon being my Second. A Ring 
was formed, and now, being ſtripped in Buff, we 
ſtood for ſome Time lowring Defiance at each 
other, like two furious Bulls contending for the 
Maſterſhip of the Paſture. At length we advance 
with more than mortal Fury, and. the reſound- 
ing Blows thunder upon our Breaſts with repeated 
Force, My Antagoniſt I ſoon found was inferior 
to me in Strength, but ſuperior in Skill; upon 
which I endeavoured to cloſe with him, but all in 
vain; he baffled my every Attempt, and a Blow, 
I received over my Temples, ſent me ſenſeleſs to 
the Earth; but, ſoon recovered, I fought aloof till 
I had gained Breath, when, darting at once Head 
and Hands into the Pit of his Stomach, I laid him 
ſprawling, and, to complete the Stroke, fell with, 
all my Weight upon him. It was ſome Time be- 
fore he came to himſelf, but ſodiſmayed and weak- 
ened with his unlooked-for Fall, that now I 
cloſed with him with Eaſe, but did not at firſt put 
forth my utmoſt Strength ; and preſently the ſan- 
guinary Streams ran from all Parts of our Bo- 
dies, and Victoy ſeemed to hover in Suſpence to 
whom ſhe ſhould: give the Day; when, ſuddenly, 
graſping him cloſely in my Arms, I raifed him up, 
as Hercules did Antæus, and daſhed him with ſuch 
Force to the Ground, that he lay without Senſe 
and Motion, nor could again reſume the Fight. 
The Crouds around hailed my Conqueſt with loud 


D 3 Shouts, 
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Shouts, and rung my Praiſes thro” the Bare; ſome 
thook me by the Hand, others clapped me upon 
the Back, and all expreſſed the higheſt Satisfaction 
to behold the haughty Bully thus diſcomfited, and 
Hocliy in the Hole, and Tottenham-Court, yield the 
Day to invincible 1ari/bire. My Bruiſes were not 
very troubleſome, and I ſoon recovered my pri- 
mine Vigour, and could now walk or talk without 
Moleſtation, all my Fellow- priſoners allowing me 
a Coach of the Game, 

J fell ſoon from this Height into the moſt dire. 
ful Diſtreſs; my Money was gone, and now I em- 
ployed, for fome Time, one of the Runners to 
carry, from Time to Time, my Cloaths, Watch, 
and other valuable Things to the Pawn-brokers, 
to ſapport Life, I had moſt of my Things from 
my Lodgings, and a few Weeks ſtripped me to 
one Coat, two Shirts, a Pair of Breeches, Stock- 
ings and Shoes; but I ſtill kept up fome Appear- 
ances, and frequented the ufuat Clubs. I was ob- 
liged to refrain even that in a few Days longer, and 
could go no more to the Ordinary, having already 
a Score at the Tap, of which the Landlord gave 
me many mortifying Items. I ſhooled about, and 
picked up a Dinner here and there, in the Priſon; 
and more than a fcore Times have gone the whole 
Day without Nourifhment; fo that I became a 
mere Skeleton. I once kept to my Room, and, for 


"2 Sun Week, or ten Days, lived upon Bread and 
Water, 
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Water, obſtinately reſolving not to impart my Di- 

ſtreſs to any one, but to wait with Patience till 

my Father's Arrival, which I now expected in a 
very little Time, the Plaintiff having declared againſt 

me, and refuſing all Terms of Accommodation. 

And at this Time my former Griefs revived in my 

Mind, with redoubled Impetuoſity ; and my Loziſa, 
ſleeping or waking, haunted my Soul, and ſwam 
before my Eyes, in all her torturing, lovely Charms; 

but Lauiſa loſt and gone for ever! I had no Sports 
or Company to divert my cruel Reflections; and all 
my old Aſſociates, perceiving the Game was up 
with me, forſook me, without vouchfafing even to 
ſpeak to me, when we met. Speculiſt, indeed, two 
or three Times invited me to Dinner; but I was 
not ſo far reconciled to Baſenefs, as to accept any 
further Favours of a Man, I could not but recol- 
let ſo many mortifying Occurrences of. Often a 
Biſket and a Dram of Geneva, together with 
the Water from the Pumps, made my Repaſt for 
four and twenty Hours; and I wiſhed earneſtly for 
Death, to hide my Shame, and terminate my Grief 
and Miſeries at once. | 
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C H A P. XXXIX. 
A Digreſſion, —Speculiſt taken ill.— His Be- 
haviour on his Death-bed.—Dies.— An un- 
expefred Vifitor arrives, and enquires for 
Thompſon.—The affecting Interview be- 
tween them.—His Father and Diaper come 
to him. — Hie is ſet at Liberty. —T akes Leave 
of his Fellew-priſoners. 


URE no Condition can be more calamitous, 
more to be pitied, than that of an unfortunate 


> Wretch under Confinement for Debt! His F riends, 


tired with his importunate Requeſts for Relief, for- 
ſake him, and abandon him to his Fate, with bitter 
Cenſures on his Indiſcretions and Follies; his Ene- 
mies, knowing themſelves ſecure from his Reſent- 
ments, load him with all the bitter Invectives that 
wanton Pride, and heHiſh Malice, can inſpire; 
his incenſed Creditors, fired with their Injuries, are- 
too apt to think his Puniſhment juſt, and, arrogant- 
ly aſſuming to themſelves the Authority of Heaven, 
call down Vengeance, and inflict Tortures, un- 
ceaſing Tortures, on his Head; not reflecting, that 
the Saviour of the World has moſt authoritatively 
recommended Charity and Kindneſs to the Pri- 
foner, as one of thoſe Virtues by which we merit 
Happineſs hereafter :—1 was ſich, and in Priſon, and 
he viſited me—What a pathetic Sentence! and 

? how 
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how truly worthy the Divine Lips that ſpoke it! 
If Benevolence is due to our Fellow-creatures in 
general, how much more ſo is it to that Part of 
them, who are thus exiled from the Community, 
and for a Misfortune, perhaps, rather than a Fault, 
as is the Caſe of Numbers, doomed to a melancholy 
Gloom, ſhut up with relentleſs Walls and Bars, 
without the Means to ſupport even there the 
wretched Remains of Life! 


——Take Phyfic, Pomp: 
Expoſe thyſelf, to feel what Wretches feel ; 
| That thou may ft ſhake the Superflux to them, 
And ſhew ths Heaven's more juſt. 
SHAKESPEAR. 


Oh! I have ſeen, and have fickened at the 
horrid Sight, Numbers of Wretches, capable of 
being uſeful, in the higheſt Degree, to the Pub- 
lic, ſecluded from all the Privileges of Men and 
Chriſtians, pals Famine waſting them away by 
flow Degrees,. and grievous Oppreſſion grinding 
them to Death | Theſe are the greater Num- 
ber that fill our Engliſb Priſons, and every Mi- 
nute, with bitter Anguiſh, curſe the Hour they 
were born, and invoke an End of their wretched 
Beings, Let us look Abroad: Do Turks, or In- 
fidels, thus treat their Debtors ? lt is neceſ- 
ſary here, when the wiſe Hollanders, the Glory 
of Commerce, find it otherwiſe. there, and every: 
"8 Chriſtiaa 
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Chriſtian Country feems to act by contrary 
Maxims ? Oh! Britain / thou Land of Liberty! 
How canſt thou view Diſgrace like this, and ſuffer 
many Thoufands to be torn from uſeful Labour, 
Arts, and Sciences, for Ills, the Lot of Human 
Race, or unwary Indiſcretions! Lives there a Man 
who, kindly fympathizing, pities Human Woes, 
who gives the quick Reliefs to wafting Sorrow! 
all humane, great, and good, the Pride, the Glory, 
of his native Country, who feels for ſuffering Me- 
rit's deep Diftreſs! Lives there a Lyttleton, who 
ſoftly bends, and lends his ready Ear to every Tale 
big with Calamity ! And are theſe Things ſtill ſo? 
Riſe, Cernwall, Oglethorp, and all the generous 
Band of Patriot Souls, and ſee Mankind re- 
dreſſed! | 

Mr. Specul;ft, about this Time, was taken ill with 
a malignant Fever, which carried of a great Num- 
ber of the Prifoners, and, before I heard of it, was 
out of all Hopes of Recovery. One Morning a 
Man, who waited upon him, came to tell me that 
Mr. Specmliſt wanted to have a little Converſation 
with me; at the ſame Time letting me know that 
it was the firſt Interval of Reaſon he had had for 
ſome Fime, having been conſtantly delirious, ever 
ſince the Diſtemper ſeized him. I made what Haſte 
I could, and found the poor Creature ſo changed, 


dat be was hardly to be known; the Fire and Hau- 


tear of his Countenance, that Fierte, ſo viſible in 
__ him, 
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him, was now extinct, and he lay, with hollow 
Eyes, and pallid, meagre Face, gaſping, as twere, 
for Breath. The Sight ſhocked me ; and notwith- 
ſtanding all the former Reaſons I had to be angry 
with him, I could hardly refrain from ſhedding 
Tears, He reached his feeble Hand, quite cold 
and clammy, to me, and begged me to fit down, 
for a few Minutes, which I did, and he thus ad- 
dreſſed me : | 

Mr. Thompſon, I ſee you are touched to fee me 
thus; and you can't help making ſome Reflections 
on the Difference between my former Appearance 
and my preſent. I ſhall die, —of that I am aſſured 
and all the Philoſophy, I thought myſelf Mafter of, 
will not ſupport my Spirits in this dreadful Mo- 
ment! Oh! Time, how have I abuſed you, and 
all the precious Gifts Providence has kindly be- 
ſtowed upon me | Here a rending Sigh heaved his 
Breaſt, and a Tear or two, all the Moiſture left in 
bis Brain, trickled down his withered Cheeks, Oh ! 
my Friend, he continued, could I recal my Days 
again, I ſhould, I think, deſpiſe and hate the odious 
Ways I have followed: How has Vanity, and a 
Deſire of Applauſe, tempted. me to diſpute thoſe 
Truths, which the Conviction of my Mind, per 
Force, would fill make me only acknowledge! 
How have my Hours been ſpent, how idly, unpro- 


fitably, and how wickedly ! and, alas | the Con- 


D 6. ſequences 
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ſequences are bitter Pangs, deſpairing Groans, and 
Fears of what may come hereafter ; for, 


1f there is a Pow'r above us, 

Aud that there is all Nature cries aloud | 
Through all her Works) he mufl delight in Virtue ; 
And that which he delights in muſt be happy. 


F would pray,—vut I am convinced my preſent 
Circumſtances will be the Inducement ; and I fear 
2 Death-bed Repentance will.be of no Avail! Oh! 
how extreme are my Tortures, and the Wounds 
of my Conſcience are not to be healed! Could 
E this Minute make Reparation for all the Injuſtices, 
Cruelties and Wrongs, I have acted towards my 
Fellow-creatures, for I have been a moſt abandoned 
Monſter of Vice, I ſhould then, with ſome Con- 
fidence, apply to the "Throne of Grace, for Mercy 


in Time of Need; but alas! I am taken, as the 


Poet expreſſes it, unnuzzled, diſappointed; unanealed,, 
with all my Crimes ſtaring me full in the Face, and 
bearing me down to the Bottomleſs Pit, where hall 
be Weeping und Gnoſhing of Teeth, My Friend, 
take Warning by me, and never affront your good 
Senſe ſo much, or the Sentiments of your Mind, 
as to join in Scenes of Riot and Debauchery, and 
run ſuch baſe Lengths, for the Gratification of thoſe 
Appetites and Paſſions, which ſhould conſtantly be 
governed by Religion and Reaſon; then in the 


Hour when your Soul is ſeparating from its earthly 
Manſion, 
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Manſion, you may have the exceeding great Con- 
ſolation of applying, by ſuch Acts of Devotion 
as are the Manna of the Mind, to that God, who 
never forſakes thoſe who love him, in the Time of 
their Tribulation ; and not, like me, be doomed 
a Prey to Anguiſh, Fear, and Doubt, dreading, 
yet longing, to exiſt again, and loſt in wild and 
endleſs Mazes of exploring Wretchedneſs! Here 
his Spirits would hold out no longer, and he fell 
into his uſual Delirium, with fuch ſtrong Convul- 
ſions, that I doubted not he was in his laſt Agonies. 
Poor unhappy Man! I wept at his Condition, 
and, by an unvoluntary Motion, fell on my Knees, 
at the Side of his Bed, and put up earneſt Petitions 
for Mercy and Compaſſion, from the offended Au- 
thor of his Being, in Terms that ſurpriſed every 
body about us; and, before I roſe, he was no more! 
— but gave up the Ghoſt, a placid Smile being Vie 
fible on his Countenance, 

This was the End of poor Speculiſt, a Man, who, 
if he had rightly managed his great Talents, would 
have been a Blefling to his Friends, and an Orna- 
ment to his Country; but over-bearing Vanity and 
Luſt brought him thus to a gloomy Priſon, and, by 
an infectious Diſtemper, caught there, to an un- 
timely Grave! May that be the End Of his Suf- 
ferings. 
| I had fulfilled near three Months in this Con- 
inement, where every Thing conſpired, with my 

Sorrows, 
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Sorrows, to rob .me entirely of any Reliſh for 
Life; and was now reduced to ſo ſad a State, that my 
remaining Cloaths hardly ſufficed to cover my Na- 
kedneſs, and my Toes peeped thro' the yawning 
Chaſms Time had made in my Shoes; ſo that I 
could not ſtir out of my Room, and was almoſt 
ſtarved. In this Dilemma all my Woes returned 
upon me with repeated Violence; and, having no 
Books of any Account left, my Time was ſpent 
merely in the moſt bitter RefleCtions, and the moſt 
cruel Sighings and Groanings of an afflicted Spirit. 
Sometimes I vented my Sorrows in poetic Strains, 
where I endeavoured to warble forth my Com- 
plaints, and the Beauties of my adorable Lauiſa; 
nothing giving the Soul a greater Turn to Numbers, 
than ſa melancholy, ſo tender a Situation as I was 
in, Amongſt many ſuch Eſſays, I have ſelected 
the following, which will truly picturiſe the Con- 
dition of my Mind at this Time: 
| 4 
Was ever Maid fo form'd to pleaſe, 
As ſweet Lowſa, Heavenly Fair? 
Whoſe Smiles could howling Tortures eaſe,, 
And calm the Soul's moſt deep Deſpair. 
II. 
Where'er ſhe mov'd, untainted Joys, 
All gladſome wanton'd in her Train; 
And ribbald Nonſenſe, riot Noiſe, 
Exil'd, forſook the bliſsful Plain. 
| III. Fierce 
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III. 
Fierce thro” the Flames her Charms inſpir'd,, 
Where all the blooming Graces row d; 
Her Mind's Perfection's. more admit'd; 
Ev'n Reaſon bow d, obey'd, and lov'd! 


IV. 
Such Thoughts! ſueh Sentiments refin d! 
Ne er mov'd a Female Breaft before; 
And ſparkling Wit, ſoft Beauty join d, 
Compell'd ſage Wiſaum to adore. 
V. 


Ah ! then what forrowing Strains can tell 
The bitter Anguiſh I endure |! | 

Who can my Pangs, my Griefs, reveal! 
What my tormented Boſom cure |! 


VI. 


For ah ! the radiant Angel, torn 
From theſe fond Arms, to Heaven aſpires Y 
And, doom'd to ceafeleſs Woe! I mourn 
My hopeleſs, ineffectual Fires! 


VII. 


Hail then, the Dungeon's darkſome Gloom! 


Hail ! Horrors ! Miferies ! and Cares! 
Since Lucy, in the ſilent Tomb, 
Commands my Groans, excites my Tears. 
VIII. No 
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VIII. 
No more glad Day ſhall gaily ſhine ! 
No more ſhall balmy Comfort chear ! 
But muſing Sadneſs ſhall be mine 
And penſive Moans, and Sighs ſincere ! 


IX, 
Come, friendly Death, to mortal Grief | 
Tho' dreaded, yet a welcome Gueſt l. 


Ah! give a ſuffering Wretch Relief! 
And eaſe the Youth's afflicted Breaſt ! 


X, 


Oh! then, to Fields, to Floods of Light! 
My raptur'd Soul-ſhall bliſsful ſtray ; 
And all reſplendent, glorious, bright! 
| Louiſa meet me on my Way. 


Whilſt I was one Day buſied in this Manner, I 
heard my Name repeated by a well-knewn Female 
Voice, in. the Gallery ſeveral Times, which, for 
my Soul, I could not believe to be any other than 
my Mother's; and nothing can equal the Shock 
that the Thought gave me ! The Voice approached 
my Ears, nearer and nearer ; and at length one of 
the Common- ſide Priſoners, opening the Door of 
my Room, ſaid, That's the Gentleman's Room, 
Madam, you enquired for, and you'll find bim 
within. Graciqus God! *twas ſhe, *twas the dear 

3 Woman 
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Woman herſelf, who, advancing a few Paces, and, 
at the ſame Time, ſhutting the Door, with one 
Hand, no ſooner diſcovered the meagre, wretched 
Figure, her Son, than ſhe uttered a loud Cry, and 
fell back in a Swoon, in a Chair that ſtood behind 
her. Sufficiently rouſed from my ſtupid Lethargy, 
I flew to her, and raiſing her Head, reclined it 
on my Boſom, whilſt a Flood of Tears flowed from 
my Eyes; and all I could pronounce was, now and 
then, in the Intervals of my convulſive Emotions, 
Dear Madam,—Heaven ! —W hat do I behold ! 
She ſoon came to herſelf, and, faſtening her Arms 
about my Neck, wept bitterly ; oft repeating, My 
Son! My Son! What Wretchedneſs to ſee thee. - 
thus! Oh! What, what, have you done, to bring 
you here? I fell on my Knees, and, graſping her 
Hand, begged her to calm herſelf, and I would 
relate all my Story; but your ſudden, unexpected, 
ſurpriſing Arrival, has filled me with ſuch Wonder 
and Aſtoniſhment, that it will be ſome Time be- 
fore I can command myſelf ſo much as to talk any 
Thing ſenſible: My Amazement, dear Madam, 
has even turned my Brain; and, indeed, ſo it had: 
Iwas not prepared for ſuch an Incident, which, had 
[ thought of all the Improbabilities in Life, would 
never have entered my Thoughts, and puzzled me 
ſo to account for, that my Head ran round, as it 
were upon Wheels, with a Velocity, that took 
from me all ſteady Thinking, for ſome conſiderable 
| Time, 
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Time, I called the Man in, who ftill waited 
withaut; and my dear Mother ſent him for a Bot- 
tle of Wine, of which, when I had drank a Glas 
or two, for nothing but Water had entered my 
Lips that Day before, I was revived enough to 
talk, and my Mother had acquired Spirits enough to 
hear me. The firſt Queſtion I afked was about 
my Father's Health, who ſhe affured me was very 
well, and that they arrived in Zerdon the Day be- 
fore, and went immediately to Mr. Diaper's Coun- 
try-houſe, apprehending they ſhould meet with me 
there; for I had not let them know where I lodged 
in any of my Letters, and they had forgot to en- 
quire of Mr. Archer and Mr. Sharpley, before they 
ſet out, who could have informed them. Mr. 
Diaper, overjoyed to ſee them, came with them to 
Town, and, as he knew where J lodged, in Red. 
lion- Street, carried them directly there; but no 
Surpriſe could exceed theirs, when, upon knowing 
who they were, my Landlord informed them I was 
a Prifoner in the Fleet-Priſon. My Father, after 
indulging, with my Mother and Mr. Draper, all 
the Grief ſuch News could occaſion, enquired if 
he knew on what Account I had gone there, and 
had kept it a Secret from all my Frinds ſo long; 
but he could not ſatisfy them, and directed them to 
the Spunging-houſe, where I was carried after my 
Arreſt, and there they came to a Knowledge of 
my Plaintiff, the Nature of the Debt, and every 
| Thing 
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Thing elſe that could give them a thorough Infight 
into the Affair; at which my Father and Maſter 
were ſo concerned, they could hardly utter a Word 
for a long Time. From thence they waited on 
Mr. Vulture, and he was ſo generous as to own 
that he believed I had never received a Penny Sa- 
tisfaction for my Note from Mr. Deacon; but that 
it was the unguarded Miſtake of a Youth, whom he 
would not have been ſo ſevere with, if he could 
have afforded to ſtay any longer for his Money; 
but as he did not know, nor I care to tell him, 
where my Relations lived, he found it neceſſary 
to arreſt me, to ſecure the Payment of it. Mr. 
Diaper, who knew him, and who was known to 
Vulture, blamed him highly for not letting him 
know the Affair, when he would have bailed me, 
and not ſuffered me ta undergo the Diſgrace and 
Pain of Impriſonment; but he excuſed himſelf by 
ſaying, that he could not imagine ſo much Friend- 
ſhip had exiſted between us as that came to. Then 
they talked to Mt. Deacon's Brother, but could not 
bring him at all to Reaſon, tho my Father talked 
of commencing a Suit in Equity, to recover the 
Money; and demonſtrated, that I could not poſ- 
ſibly be any Thing in his Brother's Debt. Fulture 


was applied to again after this, to know if he'd come 


to any Compoſition ; but he excuſed himſelf, by 
ſaying he had been the whole Money out of Pocket 
ſo long, that he had been a great Loſer ; however, 
1. c in 
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in Compliment to Mr. Diaper, he would dedu@ the 
Fees and Law Charges, and give me a Diſcharge on 
the Receipt of the 600 J. Mr. Diaper and your 
Father, continues this deareſt Mother, are now in 
the Lodge, paying your Fees, and ſetting you at 
Liberty; having paid Vulture the Sum, upon the 
Note, this Morning betimes ; but, my Dear, you 
are quite altered ; I never thought I ſhould ſee my 
Joey in ſuch a Place l or ſuch an Habit! She had 
juſt finiſhed theſe Words, when in ruſhed my Fa- 
ther and Mr. Diaper '; If they expreſſed all the Joy 
imaginable to fee me again, the forlorn Condition I 
appeared in gave them the utmoſt Torment; and 
my Father and he both, tho? very tenderly, chid 
me for not acquainting them ſooner with this Mat- 
ter, and writing for the proper Support for my 
Neceſſities, whilft I was here. Look ye, my Son, 
tho' you have acted fo ſillily, ſo unguardedly, in 
this Aﬀair of the Note, ſays my Father, yet, as I 
believe you was ſwayed by Gratitude to my old 
Friend, poor Mr. Deacon, to do what you did, and 
cannot be accuſed of any Thing but Folly and In- 
attention, in not taking a proper counter Security 
of him, I fhall make you no Reproaches, and 
hope your future Conduct will wipe off any Stain 
your Impriſonment may have occaſioned ; but now 
we have got you diſcharged, and you are at Liberty 
to go, your Figure is ſo rueful, that you can't ap- 
_— till Dark; but ſays my Maſter, I fancy, Sir, 
a little 
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2 little Money will redeem Mr. Thompſon's Cloaths 
ſufficient to appear in; for I ſuppoſe he has not ſold 
them, but committed them to the Cuſtody of ſome 
Pawnbroker ; to this I anſwered in the Affirmative ; 
upon which my dear Father gave me ten Guineas, 
and I immediately ſent the Runner I uſed to em- 
ploy, for my Cloaths, whilſt they ſatisfied their Cu- 
rioſity in viewing the Priſon, the Bare, the Coffee- 
Room, &c. and then I got ſhaved and dreſſed, and 
appeared before them like myſelf. We beſpoke 
2 Dinner in the Cellar ; and my Fellow-priſoners, 
hearing of my Diſcharge, thronged into the Room 
to wiſh me Joy, which I returned, deſiring them 
to drink a Glaſs of Wine; and preſenting them to 
my Father, to whom, when I had informed him of 
their ſeveral Characters, he ordered me to make 
ſome Preſents, if I thought proper; accordingly I 
cid ſo, where I knew it would be acceptable ; 
and gave, in his Name and Mr. Diaper's, a con- 
ſiderable Sum to the Begging-grate. Amongſt the 
reſt, poor Sir William Failer came to congratu- 
late me; but my Father had no ſooner fixed his 
Eyes upon him, than he ran to embrace him; and 
they exchanged ſuch mutual Civilities, as quite ſur- 
priſed me. And is this your Son? cried Sir Wil- 
lum; I wiſh I had known it ſooner, how happy 
ſhould J have been] My Father, who I ſoon per- 
ceived had a great Regard for him, aſked him, How 
long he had been there? He ſaid, Near two Years, 
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for a Debt of 40/. Good God ! ſaid my Father, 
is it poſſible] Tempora mutantur, & nos mutamur 
in illis! Ah! my old Chum, replied Sir William, 
little did I think, fome Years ago, ever to ſee this 
Place; but ja /t alea.— 


— Duque ipſe miſerrima vidi; 
Et quorum pars magna fui . — 


After ſome other Diſcourſe relative to Sir N.. 
liam's Affairs, my Father invited him to Dinner; 
and that over, called him on one Side, and made 
him a Preſent of Ten Guineas, which be received 
with a grateful Tranſport: Then taking Leave of 
all my Acquaintance, and clearing all my Scores 
and Debts in the Place, I once more launched out 
into the open Air, and immediately, with theſe 
three dear and much loved Perſons, ſet out for 
Mr. Diaper's Country-houſe. Mrs. Diaper, at 
my Arrival, overcame me almoſt with Careſſes; 
but, when ſhe had heard my Story, ſhe lifted up 
her Hands and Eyes; and faid, If her Son was to 
know it, ſhe believed he would go diſtracted ! and 
blamed me greatly for not ating with more Re- 
gard to myſelf, by letting my Friends know my 
Diftreſs ; declaring ſhe would have made away 
with her Plate, if it could not have been done 
without, rather than have ſuffered me to continue 
in Priſon a Minute. At Supper, talking about the 


Place we juſt came from, I acquainted Mr. Diaper 


with 
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with the Death of poor Specul;/?, and the Manner 
of it, which occaſioned a great many curious and 
uſeful Reflections, on all Hands; but what moſt 
ſurpriſes me, is to ſee Sir William Failer fo deſli- 
tute of Friends, ſays my Father; tho' indeed, when 
we come to conſider all Things, it is not ſo ſtrange 
neither; for he has, to be ſure, been a very indiſ- 
creet and unhappy Man; and the Paſſages, I re- 
collect of his Life, are a remarkable Leſſon of Pru- 
dence to Mankind. I aſked him to relate what he 
knew of that Gentleman, which, being backed 
by Mr. Draper, and the two Ladies, he did im- 
mediately, to the following Effet: 
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CHAP. XL. 
Te Hiſtory of Sir William Failer, Bart. 


M Y Acquaintance with this Gentleman com- 
menced at the Univerſity, where he was at 
that Time a Student, as well as myſel[; Sir Milliam 
being of Emanuel, and I of St. John's; and has been 
continued, till within nine or ten Years; when 
his various Misfortunes and Diſtreſſes ſo altered 
him, that he ſought other Friends, of a different 


Stampfrom thoſe he before aſſociated with. You will 


obſerve, in the Anecdotes I am going to give you of 
this Gentleman's Hiſtory, that the greateſt Talents, 
AE (2 | the 


— — — — _ 


© —_ —_ — _—  — 


72 The Life and Adventures 

the fineſt Opportunities of riſing in Life, are of no 
Avail, if a little worldly Prudence, or Care to keep 
up Appearances, and a little Self-Intereſt alſo, for 
a little is e laudable, mingle not in our 
Actions. 

Sir William was deſcended from a collateral 
Branch of one of the nobleſt and moſt antient Fa- 
milies, in the North of Scotland; the Heads of 
which, being dipped in a late Rebellion againſt the 
Prince on the Throne, were obliged to forſake their 
native Country, but, however, at preſent, make the 
brighteſt Military Figures in a neighbouring Go- 
vernment ; one of them being allowed to be as con- 
ſummate a General Officer as any in Europe. He 
was tall, and well made, had a great deal of Viva» 


city and Spirit, and a finiſhed Education, which I 


aſſure you, you now but ſee the Remains of: His 
Name and Family brought him into the World, 
with great Advantages ; and, tho? his paternal Eſtate 
was very ſmall, he might, from his Knowledge of 
the World, and Adroitneſs in the Management of 
public Affairs, have expected very great Encou- 
ragement from the People then at the Helm in the 
latter End of the Reign of her late Majeſty Queen 
Anne; but juſt as he came to London, for good, 


- ſhe died; and thoſe Friends, who were likely to 


aſſiſt his Riſe, were out of Play. Soon after he 
ſtood Candidate to repreſent his native Borough in 
Parliament, but was oppoſed by a Courtier of 

great 


dw a a Aa  w=m_= mw = oa coo. co TXyXM oa 20 ]*=-= lk. ᷑ oc «Ci wwe. ce a. a> aw 4a «= ,,, a a loc i. am ww os 


of JoE THOMPSON. 73 


great Diſtinction, who, by procuring a Number of 
honorary Freemen to be made, carried the Elec- 
tion againſt him; upon which Sir William petiti- 
oned the Houſe, and had ſuch flagrant Proofs of 
Bribery and Corruption to produce, that it was 
thought proper not to ſuffer him to be heard; and, 
the very Night before the Hearing came on, he 
was ſeized by a Meſlenger, and confined by an 
Order from the Secretary of State. Sir Milliam was 
examined to certain Interrogatories, ſeveral Times, 
by my Lord T-—; but behaved with a Spirit 
and Firmneſs that ſurpriſed that ſagacious Noble- 
man, who, from this Behaviour, commenced a very 
warm Friendſhip for him, and recommended him 
to another great Man, who promoted him to a 
lucrative Employ in one of our 1/2/t- India Colo- 
nies, where he might have made himſelf rich and 
happy, could he have ſacrificed his Honour and 
Conſcience to Views of Intereſt, as too many em- 
ployed in public Affairs do. A large Sum of Money 
came into his Hands, by Way of Forfeitures, for 
which his Predeceſſors never uſed to account; but 
Sir William, full of the Patriot, and fraught with all 
the ſublime Principles of diſintereſted Love of the 
Public, refuſed to follow their Example, and wrote 
for Orders to remit it to the Treaſury, The Mii iſter 
wrote him a kind Letter, in which he told him, he 
thought he had as much Right to the Money, as 
other Perſons in his Office had had, and adviſed 
him to ſay no more of the Matter z but he could 
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not ſtomach this, and accordingly remitted the 


Money, which was ſafely received ; and what Uſe 
was made of it the Public never came to the Know- 
ledge of; but I remember, when Sir William af- 
terwards came to England, and applied to the ſame 
great Miniſter for ſome pecuniary Favours, helaugh- 
ed in his Face; and told him, He had it once in his 
Power to make his Fortune, by keeping what, 
perhaps, was diſſipated amongſt a Parcel of Scoun- 
drels ; ſo openly did that Miniſter acknowledge the 
Corruption in which he dealt, and of which, in- 
deed, he was truly the Father. In this Colony he 
became inamoured of the beauteous Matr/da, a 
Widow Lady, of large Poſſeſſions, whom attacking 
with all the Advantages of Perſon and Power, he 
ſoon made a Conqueſt of, - and married ; but this 
Marriage was ſo far from being ſo agreeable to Sir 
William, as he imagined it would ; and, the Honey- 
moon over, he found his Lady ſtiff, moroſe, a great 
Devotee, and, even in the Arms of her Huſband, 


uttering extempore Prayers, and doing every Thing 


according to the Maxims of Soul-ſeeking and fav- 
i ig Grace; Terms which Sir William had as lit- 
tle Notion of the Efficacy of, as he had of tie 
Pope's Supremacy. In vain he endeavoured to 
conquer this deyout Humour; ſhe was a Preſty- 
terian of the moſt finiſhed Caſt; and, for an 
Oath or profane Word, uſed in Paſſion, would de- 


prive him of her Bed and Company for a Month, 
1 b One 
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One Day, I, amongſt others, after his Return to 
London, dined with him; it happened to be on a 
Sunday, and, after Dinner, my Lady went to the 
Meeting, as uſual. Sir William had been praiſing 
a Parcel of Madeira very highly, but, when he 
came to look for the Key of his Cellar, found my 
Lady had carried it with her. This was a Trick 
ſhe had often ſerved him, to prevent his profaning 
the Sabbath; and he had as conſtantly vowed to be 
even with her. He had a Footman, a ſtout Fel- 
low, whom he ordered immediately to aſſiſt him 
in taking the Cellar-Door off the Hinges ; which 
done, he laid it upon his Shoulders, and ſaw him 
himſelf bear it into the Meeting houſe, which was 
not at a great Diſtance, where he carried it to his 
Lady's Pew, and, flinging it down, told her his 
Maſter had ſent the Cellar-Door to unlock, ſince 
ſhe would not leave the Key at Home, My Lady 
ſcreamed out; the Preacher was forced to ſtop in 
the midſt of his Diſcourſe, the Hubbub was ſo great; 
and, mean Time, one of the Elders was turning 
the Footman out of Doors; when Sir Milliam ap- 
neared, and hallooed out, Look ye, Madam, your 
affected Godlineſs is not to deprive me of my Wine, 
give him the Keys directly, or we'll carry you in 
Proceſſion upon our Shoulders, and make you un- 
lock it at Home. My Lady found ſhe was not jo- 
ked with, ſo gave the Key ; but never came Home 
aſterwards; and they parted, by mutual Conſent, 
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Sir Milliam ſurrendering up to her Uſe, and that of 
her Children, by a former Huſband, all her For- 
tune. Some Years after, growing out at Elbows, 
he ſollicited for, and obtained a Government in 
North America, in which he behaved with Satiſ. 
faction to the Government at Home, and to the 
Eaſe and Benefit of the People under his Com- 
mand, for fifteen Years; but was thrown out by 
a Faction, and came Home as poor as ever, 
Now he applied a!l his Talents to drawing up 
Schemes for the Uſe of the Miniſtry, in which he 
met with great Encouragement from General 
Commodus and Sir Houghton Hall; the firſt of them 
a Patron of great Integrity and Credit, and gener- 
ous even to a Fault; the other as remarkable for 
his extenſive Power at the Helm. Several of his 
Schemes were put in Execution, and he made ſhiſt, 
from the Largeſſes that were beſtowed upon him, 
to keep the beſt Company, and to ſupport a tole- 
rable Equipage. Undoubtedly no Man in England 
underſtood more the Intereſt of his Mother Coun- 
try, or that of thoſe numerous and beneficial De- 
pendents upon her in America; but, that Prime Ml- 
niſter being forced to reſign and retire, he was for 
ſome Time unemployed, and, having contracted 
large Debts, for Sir William was far from being an 
Oeconomiſt in his own Affairs, he was ſeveral 
Times arreſted, and conſigned to loathſome Pri- 


ſons, whence he was generally relieved by ſome of 
his 
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his worthy Patrons. He now turned public Wri- 
ter, and for ſome Time plied the Quill with great 
Succeſs ; but, that yielding him but a ſlender Sup- 
ply, he grew ſcandalouſly guilty of borrowing 
ſmall Sums of every one he met, and an unfortu- 
nate ſecond Marriage, together with this ſad Ha- 
bit, hurt his Reputation greatly; which was the 
more to be pitied, as he now advanced apace into 
Years, His Diſtreſs was told to the generous Com- 
modus, who with a princely Generoſity made him 
a Preſent of Five hundred Pounds, to pay off his 
troubleſome Creditors; but he did not know who 
he had to deal with, Sit William ought to have 
been Maſter of 10,000 a Year, according to the 
Dictates of his natural Temper. He left Com- 
modus full of Gratitude, and haſtened to an Ordi- 
nary to regale himſelſ, not having made an hearty 
Meal for ſome Days; and who ſhould he fee there | 
but the unfortunate Bellario, a great unhappy Friend 
of his, who, after the firſt Compliments, told 
him a long Story of his preſent Diſtreſſes ? Good 
G- d, cries the Baronet, how happy am I, my dear 
Friend, to have it in my Power to relieve you: 
Here, take this Hundred Pound Bank-bill, and 
make yourſelf eaſy ; if you want more, call on me 
To-morrow at my Lodgings; thus he went on, for- 
getting entirely, in the native Benevolence of his 
Heart, the exceſſive Occaſion he had for more than 
the whole himſelf, and the Intent of its being 
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beſtowed upon bim; but a Queſtion Bellaris put 
to him a, little diſconcerted him: He afked him, 
where it was he lodged ? Upon which he bluſhed, 
recollecting it was at a blind Chandler's Shop, and, 
taking a ſhort Leave, haſtened Home to pay fix 
Weeks Arrears of Rent that he owed there, be- 
fore he forgot it. When he came Home, his 
Landlady's Huſband, who was a very honeſt Fel- 
low, and Father of a numerous Family, he found, 
by the Wife's Tears and Complaints, was arreſted 
for a Debt of Five and twenty Pounds, which 
would be the total Ruin of him and his Family, 
Sir Villiam's Heart was not Proof againſt this 
Scene of Diſtreſs; he cried out in an Extaſy, 
Thank God! I can relieve him! Tl do it this 
Miaute! ſo pacifying the Woman, and, putting a 
Guinea into her Hands, he went and releaſed her 
Huſband, and brought him Home with him, pay- 
ing the whole Debt and Charges for him. In 
ſhort, before the next- Week, poor Sir Villian 
began to fall from all that ſudden Elevation this 
Money had raiſed his honeſt Heart to, and was ob- 
liged to borrow Half a Crown of a Friend, dine 
ina Cellar, and ſoon after was arreſted in a ſmall 
Action, and carried to the Marſbalſca. Whence, 
indeed, Commodus again releaſed him, but would 
never ſee his Face more. After this he purſued 
certain Schemes, which he had propoſed for the Be- 


nefit of the City Traders, of which he made 4 
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good deal of Money at Times; but was frequent- 
ly interrupted by a Taylor, to whom he owed a 
conſiderable Sum of Money, who had put the 
Cauſe into the Hands of a pettifogging Scoundrel 
of a Lawyer. This Lawyer was ſpecial poor, and, 
whenever he wanted a new Suit of Cloaths, uſed 
to frequent the Coffee-houſe where Sir William 
uſed, and that Gentleman never being able to con- 
ceal his noble Temper, when he was full of Money, 
as ſoon as ever he diſcovered it, perſuaded the Tay- 
lor to arreſt him; which he no ſooner did, than 
he adviſed him to take the Charges, and freſh Secu- 
rity for another twelve Months: So that Sir Wil- 
liam has been arreſted five Times for the ſame 
Debt, merely owing to his own Inattention and 
the Villainy of the Attorney, who has got as many 
Suits of Cloaths by it; and [I believe it is that very 
Debt he is now in Durance for. I apprehend,. 
Sir William may have been too great a Votary to 
the fair Sex, and too uncautious in thoſe promiſcu- 
ous Amours, which may have diſobliged ſome of 
his Friends; but this is certain, by what he hint- 
ed to me, that, after having done his Country 
great Services, ſome of which he is ſtill unpaid 
for, and tho' he is ſtill capable of being of great 
Uſe, particularly in. America, and underſtands the 
Fiſhery of Great Britain better than any Man in 
the Kingdom, yet his Application to a great Man 
only for five Shillings per diem has been rejected, 
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and he is in a downright ſtarving Condition, 
which I think is a Diſgrace to our Country, He 
has put into my Hands the Copy of the very touch- 
ing Letter he wrote to that great Man, by which 
one may ſee the Diſtreſs he laboured under; and I 
think myſelf happy that it was in my Power to 
give him ſome Aſſiſtance. My Father then read 
the Letter, which was as follows, dated from the 
Fleet Priſon : 


Right Honourable 8 1 R, 
HAVE now been confined in Priſon near five 
Months, for a Debt under the Value of thirty 
Pounds ; and, as I do not truly owe fifty Pounds 
beſides in the World, I am no ways apprehenſive of 
any other conſiderable Demand of that Nature. 
On my firſt Hearing of the intended Settling of 
„and by that Means ſecuring an important 
Barrier to all the Colonies in the Main, as well as 
encouraging our Trade both in the Fiſhery, and 
with the diſtant Indians, I was uneaſy that my 
unhappy Confinement would not permit me to do 
| myſelf the Honour of waiting on you, in order 
to acquaint you with a great many Truths, ſome 
of which perhaps are yet unknown to you. For, 
altogether regardleſs of any particular Advantage 
that ſuch Information could bring to myſelf, I moſt 
humbly preſume to aſſure you, that, without Dif- 


ſimulation or Reſerve, I ſhall always take the 
greateſt 
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greateſt Pleaſure imaginable, in rendering a Perſon 
of your amiable Character, and my Country, at the 
ſame Time, real Service; Acting, in ſuch a Man- 
ner, having always been my Ambition, as it gave 
me the greateſt Satisfaction in Lite, and {till affords 
me, in the preſent Diſtreſs, a quiet contented Mind. 

There are ſome other Things eflential to the Af- 
fairs of America that I wiſh could be laid before you, 
ſuch as the Nature and Uſe of a Paper Currency 
there, the Neceſſity of putting it under a proper 
Regulation, and the unavoidable Conſequence of 
utterly ruining our Trade in, and with theſe Co- 
lonies, ſhould it be totally prohibited. 

I have likewiſe ſome uſeful Remarks to offer ou 
à proper Encouragement to be given for carrying 
on both the Herring and Cod Fiſhery, on the 
North Coaſt of Scotland; and I ſhould think my- 
ſelf ſufficiently rewarded, if any Knowledge or In- 
duſtry, I am Maſter of, could but procure me fo 
ſmall an Encouragement as Five Shillings a Day for 


common Bread; and having now but a very few 


Years to live, if your Honour will condeſcend to gra- 
tify your own Humanity, by procuring me Liberty, 
together with ſuch an Allowance for my Subſiſt- 
ence, it will undoubtedly afford you the agree- 
able Reflection of having ſaved, from inexpreſſible 
Want and Miſery, Right Honourable SIR, 
Hur Honour's moſt dutiful 
And ever obedient Servant, 


WILLIAM FAILER. 
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CHAP. XLI. 


He perſiſts in his Defign of going Abroad.— 
Prig arrives, whom he conſults. — Luckily 
thinks of applying to Mr. Goodwill. —T hat 
Gentleman arrives at Mr. Diaper's. — He 
perſuades Mr. Thompſon to let his Son go 
to the Eaſt Indies. Mr. Goodwill pro- 
cures him to be ſent as a Factor to Fort St. 
George.—He takes Leave of the Diretiors. 
I nobly fitted cut for the Voyage. 


E ſpent three or four Days in this Receſs, 

and I took it ſo kindly and gratefully, that 

my Father nor Mr. Diaper ever reproached me, or 
mentioned my late Folly, that I was full of a Senſe 
of their Goodneſs, which gave me more than uſual 
Inclination to pleaſe in every Thing I did; and 
J. even, for ſome Time, ſacrificed my cruel Regrets, 
to the Joy and Pleaſure I experienced in the Com- 
pany of theſe dear Perſons. I found Mr. Diaper 
had not yet heard from my Friend again, which did 
not give us much Uneaſineſs, as no India Ship had 
arrived, ſince he ſet ſail from Liſbon; but, to make 
us ſome Amends, we received Letters from Mr. 
Bellair and Miſs Sutey, accompanied with ſome 
Preſents to Mrs. Diaper, by which we found that 
| Lady 
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Lady and her Brother in the ſame Sentiments of 
my Friend, and longing for Advices from bim. 
Notwithſtanding the Eaſe and Compoſure, how- 
ever, that I affected, I was under a good deal of 
Concern to ſee my Father and Mr. Diaper till in 
an Humour of ſettling me in the Buſineſs of a Lin- 
nen-Draper, to which I had now loſt all Manner 
of Reliſh; ' and to which the Departure of my 
Friend had not a little contributed: Beſides, the 


many Accidents that I had met with, the Death 


of my Louiſa, together with the Life I had lately 
led, had given me a Repugnance to a cloſe Appli- 
cation, and a Courſe of Hurry and Trade: This, 
tho', was not making a proper Judgment of Things, 
for, in the Execution of my Deſign of going Abroad, 
if I had thought only of the common Difficulties that 
would naturally occur, and the Care I muſt ma- 
nage with to bring- myſelf into-a wiſhed State of 
Succeſs, I believe I ſhould have laid it abſolutely 
aſide ; but now I ſaw, I thought, a Relief from 
my Afflictions, in thus ſhifting the Scene of Acti- 
on, by the Variety of unuſual Objects that would 
preſent themſelves ; and, in ſhort, my hapleſs Love 
had given a romantic Turn to my Mind, which ab- 
ſolutely unhinged me for an home Employment, I 
ſhould not have known how to manage in this Di- 
lemma, if good Fortune had not returned Mr. 
Prig to Town, who immediately came down to 
pay his Compliments to Mr. Diaper and us, upon 
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hearing we were all together. He was received with 
great Reſpect by that Gentleman and my Father, to 
whom I introduced him with particular Expreſſions 
of Regard; but, as for myſelf, I felt unuſual Satiſ- 
faction in ſeeing a Man, who was now my only 
boſom Friend, and the Repoſitory of my Se- 
erets. 

He was to the laſt Degree ſurpriſed, when he 
heard of my Impriſonment, and the Affair of Mr. 
Deacon; but it was his Advice to fit down with the 
Loſs; for tho', by Filing a Bill in Chancery, per- 
haps ſome Relief might be got, yet the Time it 
would employ, and the neceſſary Expences, pre- 
vious to the obtaining any Satisfaction, would be 
ſo great a Diſcouragement, that we ſhould be hear- 
tily ſick and tired, before it would be terminated. 

My Father, who was an Enemy to long and tedi- 
ous Litigations, upon theſe Advices, agreed to let 
tie Affair drop, telling me, with a great deal of 
good Humour, that he would look upon it as a 
Debt due to him, from me, whenever J was able 
to pay him. | 

When I could conveniently 40 it, I took my 
Friend Prig with me upon a Ride, and diſcloſed 
to him my Situation, and the eager Deſire I had to 
follow Mr. Diaper's Example, by going Abroad 
for which I gave him ſuch Reaſons, that, finding 
all his Perſuaſions to the contrary of no Avail, he 
heartily promiſed me his Aſſiſtance to bring over 
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) my Father and Mother to lay aſide their Thoughts 
) of ſeeing me fixed in England; and now we began 
$ to think of the beſt Means to bring it to bear, when 


. luckily I recolleted that Mr. Goodwill had an Un- 
cle in the Direction of the Eęſt- India Company, and 
determined to write to that Gentleman to uſe his 
Intereſt with him, for my obtaining ſomewhat in 
; their Service, which I had all the Reaſon in the 
; World to believe he would employ with a great 
deal of Pleaſure; and, accordingly, that very 
Evening I wrote to him, acquainting him with my 
Requeſt and my Inducements for it; and another 
Letter to his Lady to back me in my Deſire; and 
ſent them directly to the Poſt. Mean Time, I en- 
deavoured to keep my Father from making any 
Progreſs in my Affairs, by propoſing continual Par- 
ties of Pleaſure to him and Mr. Diaper, which 
they readily engaged in, upon the Conſideration 
of the Confinement I had ſuffered, which they 
imagined muſt have conſiderably hurt my Confti- 
tution, and rendered Air and the Amuſements of 
the Country neceſſary to re-eſtabliſh my Health; 
and my Mother, as well as my Father, was very 
careful never to mention Sir Walter or his Family, 
which I was glad of, for the leaſt Word of my 
dear Louiſa would have caſt me into my old Me- 
lancholy, which I was now ſomewhat relieved 
from by the Purſuit of my favourite Project. At 
| . length 
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length a Letter arrived from York/hire, which, to 
my Surpriſe, only contained theſe Words: 


DAR SIR, 


R. Goodwill will be in Town, almoſt as ſoon 
as you receive this; and I believe I ſhall alſo 
have the Happineſs to ſee you myſelf. 


Your moſt affeftionate Friend, | 
K. GoopwIIE. 


J could hardly tell what to think of Mr. Good- 
will's not writing himſelf, and the Laconic Strain of 
this Epiſtle from his Wife, and waited impa- 
tiently another Week for the Event; for I had 
wrote to Mr, Goodwill, to be ſo good to ſend a 
Letter to my Father, and to endeavour therein to 
bring him to Conſent, by repreſenting the Service 
he could do me, if it were in his Power. The Week 
was hardly expired, when, as we were one Morn- 
ing at Breakfaſt, a Coach and Six drove up to the 
Houſe, which Mr. Diaper was wondering at, 
when my Mother, clapping her Hands for Joy, 
cried out, I am ſure, Foe, that Livery belongs to 
a very great Friend of yours; and ſo it did indeed, 
and ſpringing from my Seat I ran to the Door be- 
fore any of the Servants, and, opening it, flew to 
the Coach- ſide, where Mr. Goodwill and his Lady 
were juſt alighted, who claſped me in his Arms, 

with 
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with Affection, telling me, You ſee, Mr. Thompſon, 
I don't do Things by Halves; but am come to 
Town myſelf on Purpoſe to ſerve you. I return» 
ed him my Thanks, as well as my confuſed Joy 
would permit, and ran to falute his Lady, who 
was in Raptures to ſee me, and ſaid an hundred 
obliging Things. My Father and Mr. Diaper, 
with the two Ladies, ſoon approached, and the In- 
terchange of Compliments was very polite and en- 
dearing, and my Father, who had before he came 
to Town been ſeveral Times at Mr. GoodwwilPs, 
introduced them to Mr. Diaper and his Spouſe, 
who expreſſed their Satisfaction at the Honour that 
was done them, in Terms that ſhewed how much 


they thought themſelves obliged. When the firſt 


Hurry of our Spirits was over, my Father aſked, 
To what happy Turn it was that we owed the Plea- 
fure of ſeeing them? Upon which Mrs. Goodwil! 
told him, laughing, that he ſhould ſoon know 
that, and, perhaps, when he came to be informed, 
he would wiſh they had never come at all ; but he 
replied, that, fince ſhe. could. behave ſo merrily 
upon the Occaſion, he was ſure it was nothing 
that could make him uneaſy, for he, next to the 
Son, they had preſerved him, reſpected her and 
Mr. Goodwill, ſecond to no Perſons on Earth. 
The Converſation then became general, and the 
Day was ſpent moſt agreeably, the Evening con- 
cluding with Mirth, in which Prig, who ſoon after 

arrived, 


$8 The Life and Adventures 


arrived, was a Sharer; and the Health of my Friend 
was not forgot to be toaſted over and over, to 
whom this amiable Pair expreſſed ſo much Value, 
that Mr. Diaper and his Mother were full of Ac- 
knowledgments for it. 

The next Morning after Breakfaſt, for Mr, 
| Diaper, who had Room enough, inſiſted upon, and 
obtained their Company, for two or three Days, 
with their whole Equipage ; taking an Hint from 
Mr. Goodwill, I went out, and left them all to- 
gether, when I was ſenſible he would bring the Mat- 
ter of my Deſire upon the Anvil; nor was I miſ- 
taken, for I was ſent for in, in about two Hours, 
by my Friend Prig, who told me he believed al] 
Things were made eaſy for me, and that I ſhould 
hear ſomething that would ſurpriſe me. I followed 
him into the Partour, where I had left them, and 
perceived my Mother was drying her Eyes, which 
gave me ſome Pain. So, Joey, ſays my Fa- 
ther, I find you have put a Trick upon us; and 
yet ſuch an one, that, as it has afforded us the 
Company of ſuch valuable Friends, I can't be angry 
at. 80 you are willing to leave us in Purſuit of 
Adventures, I find; but Mr. Good has ſaid ſo 
much in Favour of your Scheme, and has been fo 
well backed by Mr. Prig, that, notwithſtanding all 
my Reluctance, I believe I muſt yield to part with 
you, if you can bring your Mother to a Comph- 


ance, who ſeems more averſe to loſing you than 
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any one. Mean Time, pray return that good 
Friend of yours, pointing to Mr. Goodtuill, Thanks; 
for he has been offering ſuch Things in your Fa- 
vour, that convince me he loves you as much as if 
you were his own Son. I. advanced to him, and 
thanked him, with an Action betokening all the 
Gratitude of my Mind; and then endeavoured, by 
all the Perſuaſions I was Maſter of, to bring my 
dear Mother to accord to my going Abroad ; which, 
with great Reluctance, I at length did; and then 
they all lamented my not going at the ſame Time 
with my Friend, as Mr. Goodwill was certain he 
could have got the ſame Voyage for me, by his In- 
tereſt ; but no-body ſeemed more ſorry on that 
Account, than Mr. Diaper and his Lady, who 
hoped, however, we ſhould encounter each otherin 
ſome Part or other of the Voyage, which it was far 
from impoſſible we ſhould do. We then, agreeable 
to a Deſire of Mr. Goodwill, all conſented to ac- 
company him to his Houſe in- Town, where he in- 
liſted we ſhould ſpend the Time till my Embark- 
ation, which would be ſoon, as the Company were 
now taking up Ships to ſend out to their ſeveral 
FaQories ; and he did not doubt of procuring me 
a very good Birth in one of them. My Father 
told bim, he left it entirely to his Management; 
and was ſure he could give his Son into no better 
Hands. | 
| | At 
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At our Arrival in Town, we were received and 
entertained with great Magnificence; and, the 
Day after it, Mr. Goodwill took me with him 
to wait upon his Uncle, who, the firſt Minute he 
mentioned his Requeſt, aſſured him 1 ſhould be 
provided for immediately.; and mentioned one 
Capt. Social, of the Haſtings, bound to Fort St. 
George, as a Man of a good Diſpoſition z and that 
he hoped to procure a Fafery for me at that Place, 
which he thought would be more advantageous 
than the Buſineſs of a Sapercargo; and would ad- 
viſe me, when I was appointed, to go with him, 
We leſt him, quite pleaſed with our Viſit, Mr, 
Goodwill not doubting he would be as good as his 
Word; and now, Mr. Thompſon, ſays he, I'll per- 
ſuade Mrs, Gaadiuill to ſend a Venture of a couple 
of thouſand Pounds by you, which you ſhall 
make the moſt of. I embraced him at this freſh 
Mark of his Kindneſs, and returned Home as briſk 
and lively as ever I was in my Life, fired with the 
Expectations of my new Deſtination, and the Plea- 
ſures I ſhould experience in viewing Foreign Coun- 
tries, improving my Fortune, and making my 
Friends happy. Two or three Days after I re- 
ceived an Order to attend the Board of Directors, 
which I accordingly did the next Day, and think I 
never was more ſtruck with any Thing than the 
Sight of a Number of Gentlemen, thro' whoſe 


Hands the Concerns of ſo important and extenſive a 
a Traffic 
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a Traffic paſſed, and who managed the Affairs 
of ſuch a Tract of Country as they poſſeſſed in 
Aſa, ſuperior to the Dominions of ſome European 
Princes in Magnitude, I was received in ſuch a 
Manner, as convinced me how powerful my Re- 
commendations had been ; and, after enquiring into 
my Abilities, and the Profeſſion I had followed, 
I was informed I was appointed a Factor at Fore 
St. George, and that I muſt prepare to embark in 
a Fortnight's Time, on board the Haſtings, Cap- 
tain Social, bound to that Place. They then gave 
me ſome Leſſons of Fidelity and Honour in manag- 
ing the Concerns that would be committed to my 
Care; and, after having ſeen the proper Securities 
taken, very politely wiſhed me a good Voyage, 
with Health and Proſperity in the Country. We 
then, that is, myſelf and Mr. Goodwill, and my 
Father, went with Mr. Goodwil's Uncle Home, 
where we returned him our Thanks, in a proper 
Manner, and ſtaid to dine with him, when he 
gave me all the Intelligence he could of the Nature 
of my Poſt, and the Country, where he had been. 
himſelf ſome Years; which afterwards was of very 
great Uſe and Service to me. 

Thus all Things ſettled, my Father applied him- 
ſelf to fit me out in an handſome Manner, in which 
he ſpared no Coſt; and the joint Endeavours of 
Mr. and Mrs. Diaper, my Mother, and Mrs. Good- 
will, furniſhed me with every Thing in ſuch Pro- 
fuſion 
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fuſion, that I believe never any body was better pro- 
vided ; and, amongſt other Things, my Father 
took Care to buy me a choice Collection of 
Books. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Mr. Thompſon gives his Son a Paper of In- 

' ftrufions, for the Management of his Con- 
duch. — Mr. Diaper reſolves, with his Spouſe, 
to ſpend ſome Time in Yorkſhire. —Prig em- 
ployed advantageouſly by Mr. Goodwill. — 
T hey accompany Thompſon to Dover, — 
T heir tender Parting. —He embarks on board 
the Haſtings, Capt. Social, Commander, — 
They weigh Anchor, and ſet Sail on their 

Voyage to the Eaſt-Indies, 


HE nearer the Time of my Departure ap- 

proached, the more ſenſibly my Father and 
Mother were affected at the Thoughts of loſing 
me; and, indeed, I myſelf felt all that Anxiety 
that is ſo natural, at a View of the Diſtance that 
would ſoon divide me from all I held dear. Mrs. 
Goodwill and Mrs. Diaper caught the infectious 
Concern from my Mother ; and the former began 
to be ſorry ſhe had.uſed any Means to forward my 
Going. I ſpent as much Time as I could with 

: theſe 
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theſe worthy Women, and endeavoured, in Con- 
cert with the other Gentlemen, to diſſipate, as 
much as poſſible, the Uneaſineſs that poſſeſſed my 
Mother's Mind, and to cure her of thoſe. appre- 
henſive Thoughts ſhe entertained of the Diſaſters 
that might happen to me. 

My Father one Morning took me aſide ; and, 
taking me into his Arms, whilſt he indulged a few 
Tears, which rolled down his Cheeks, ſaid, My 
dear Son, you are going to be divided from me,— 
perhaps, for ever. I have yielded to your Impor- 
tunity ; and, now I have done ſo, I am uneaſy for 
the Event: However, that Being, who orders every 
Thing for the beſt, will, I hope, guide and protect 
you, proſper your Ways, and return you ſafe to 
your diſconfolate Parent, . whoſe only Comfort 
you are, and to the Arms of your valuable Friends; 
I have drawn up here a Sett of Inſtructions for 
you, my Dear, which I recommend to your fre- 
quent Peruſal, that ſo, when you are far from me, 
your Father's Care may ſtill follow you. If you 
act agreeably thereto, which I don't at all doubt, 
you will be happy. He ceaſed here, and gave me 
the dear Paper, over which I ſhed many Tears; 
and ſhall never forget the affectionate and truly 
excellent Contents, which were as follow : 
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Y deareſt Son, 

= as it is to think of Parting with you, 

I yield to your Deſires, and commit vou to 
the Care oſ that overſeeing Providence, that di- 
rects and governs all the Actions of our Lives; 
but as you have diſappointed all thoſe ſanguine 
Hopes and Expectations, I had fondly raiſed to 
myſelf, of immediately ſeeing you ſettled in your 
native Country, and receiving that Comfort and 
Pleaſure, the Knowledge of your being near me 
would have inſpired; and you are going to launch 
into an uncertain Ocean of Difficulties, and to en- 
counter the unavoidable Dangers of a long and te- 
dious Voyage, and a Sojourn in a diſtant, ſultry 
Climate, obnoxious to the Health of the Inhabi - 
tants of theſe Northern Countries; you are bound, 
by the moſt ſacred Ties, to act agreeably to the 


Dictates of Wiſdom and Virtue, and, as much as 


lies in your own Power, to preſerve yourſelf ſafe, 
that you may return once more to bleſs me, before 
I die. You will, therefore, excuſe to the Af- 
fection and the Tenderneſs of a Parent, that I give 
you ſome Leſſons for the Government of yourſelf, 
n your hazardous Undertaking; tho* I am ſen- 
| ſible your good Senſe, and your excellent Endow- 
ments of Mind, exeradn it in ſome Meaſure unne- 
ceſſary. 


In 
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In the firſt Place, oh! my Son, preſerve, in 
all your Words and Actions, a thorough Veneration 
and Regard for the Divine Being; let nothing 
buy your Attention from that Object of your 
Thoughts, have an Intention to pleaſe him in all 
you do, be conſtant in ſuch Acts of grateful De- 
votion to him, as raiſe the Soul from its earthly 
Fetters, and will ſecure an Eaſe and Calm of Mind 
in the greateſt Diſtreſſes . Troubles you can 
meet witz. 

I need not inculcate to you, I hope, to a 
in the ſteady Practice of the Precepts of your im- 
mortal Saviour, and, by adhering to thoſe Maxims 
of Virtue and Religion you have imbibed, ſecure 
yourſelf, at all Events, a Place where Sorrow never 
ſhall come, nor Sin and Death ſhall ever abide. 
This Practice will always: keep your Breaſt tran- 
quil and eaſy, amidſt the moſt torturing Hardſhips; 
and, were the whole World, as Horace ſays, to 
feel a general Diſſolution,” you would hear the 
mighty Shock with Unconcern, and unappaled. 
To your Superiors ſhew a generous and diſinte - 
reſted Reſpect; to your Equals, an honeſt, open 
Freedom; and to your Inferiors, a good-natured 
Humanity, and a proper EOS of what they 
do to ſerve you. 

In the Company Mi Concern, W a Fi- 
ality that your own Heart ſhall never reproath you 
with; and in ſuch legal Opportunities as occur, 

of 
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of profiting yourſelf, -ſhew no Greedineſs, no ra. 
pacious Avarice; and thoſe Riches you thus may 
chance to acquire, will be as Balm to.your Mind, 
and you will never ſurvey them with that peeviſh 
Anxiety, ill- bought Wealth does always occaſion, 

Never affect ſuperior Knowledge to thoſe you 
are concerned with; and, in dealing with the Na. 
tives of the Country you are proceeding to, let them 
ſee that you are a real Chriſtian, and that that ſets 
you above them, in Sincerity, Honour, and Ho- 
neſty, as much as it does in your future Expec. 
tations of Hereafter; then, perhaps, tho” you are 
not required to ſtep out of your Road, to attempt 
it, you may make them inamoured of thoſe Doc- 
trines you profeſs, and 5 We of the 
Croſs of Chrift. :.: | bis 

Be not haſty nor paſſionate, the common Fall 
of thoſe who reſide long in hot Countries; Paſ- 
ſion deforms the Viſage, hurts the Boſom, and ren- 
ders a Man uneaſy in A . er to thoſe 
about him. 

Drink with Moderation, hk Health's Sake, 
I charge you to avoid all Intemperance of that Kind, 
which deſtroys ſuch Multitudes in the Indies. Look 
upon yourſelf as accountable for your Life, and the 
Uſe of it, to the Author of your Being; and that 
your Father and Mother's Happineſs or Miſery 
here depend ee its W wg ern 
vation: 
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Adieu, my beloved Son; may Succeſs crown all 
your lawful and honourable Undertakings ; and 
may you be returned ſafe and happy, at length, to 
the.embraces of | 


Dur maſt affeftionate and tender Father, 
WIIIIAM THoMPsON, 


I received a great deal of Satisfaction, before my 


5 Departure, upon underſtanding that Mr. Diaper 
l had yielded to the Defires of my Father, Mother, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Goodwill, to go with his Family 

; to ſpend ſome Months in York/hrre, partly at one 
k Houſe, and partly at the other ; and that they were 
: alſo to ſet out to go there as ſoon as they had ſeen me 
4 ſafely embarked : Thus I had the Pleaſure to con- 


template, that all theſe dear and valuable Perſons 
i would be together, to conſole and comfort each 
other, under the Concern my Abſence, and that of 
my Friend, would naturally occafion, to two ſuch 
& Fathers, of whom we were the only Children, and 
the Solace of their Age; and Mr. Goodwill was fo 
taken with Prig, that he promiſed him the Manage- 
ment of all his Concerns, and gave him a Deputa- 


, tion to act as his Steward, in three or four Manors 
: he poſſeſſed in the County of Hertford; inſiſting 
1 alſo, he ſhould take a Journey into York/bire, at the 
; fame Time, which he readily complicd with, as it 


was now Vacation ; and that particularly gave me 
great Delight, as by him I ſent Letters ta Mr. and 
Vor. II. F Mrs, 
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Mrs. Bellair, and Miſs Sukey, with an Account d 
all that had happened; and recommended him ty 
them, as a proper Hand to convey their Letters to 
fur me and Mr. Diaper, and to tranſmit our An- 

ſwers to them, when they arrived in Landon. 
When Capt. Social informed me he was to fal 
down to Graveſend, I would have gone on Board; 
but he very genteelly told me, that he believed he 
ſhould come to in the Downs; or if not, that, if 
I'd. immediately ſet out for Dover, he'd ſhorten Sai 
til a Boat could bring me on Board from that 
Place, or Deal. I took him at his Word; and, al 
my Friends reſolving to accompany me, we a» 
rived, without any remarkable Accident, at the 
fuſt-mentioned Place, and found the Ha/tings hal 
not. yet come round; but the did that very Night, 
and, the Wind dying away, the Captain came w 
Anchor in the Downs, and came on Shore, with 
ſeveral Gentlemen, bound, on. the Voyage with 
us, to pay their Compliments. to my Friends, and 
receive their Fellow-paſſenger ; ſo that our In 
was. filled, with Gueſls 3. and Mr. Goadiill would 
purſue his Generoſity ſo far, as to entertain us alk 
We ſtrove to keep up our Spirits, as well as we 
could; but ſtill were all very heavy-hearted; tho 
my Fatber put on all the Gaiety that he could pol 
Gbly, to divert the reſt: At laſt the dreadful Won 
was given, that we muſt repair on Board; and, 
whilſt the Captain and the reſt went down to the 
Boat, 
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Boat, I prepared, with an hesvy Heart, to take 4 
bong Adieu of my Friends, Mt. Goodwill himſelf 
was ſtruck 2 little at the mournful Scene, notwith- 
ſanding all his Philofophy ; and the big Drops ſtood 
in Prig's Eyes, who could not utter a Syllable. 
Mr. Diaper betraved with as little Compoſure as 
when he parted with his own Son; his Wife and 
Mrs. Geodeo#dl diſſolved into Tears; my Father 
daſped me in his Arms, with the utmoft Fervor, 
and beſtowed ten thouſand Bleflings upon me, and 
put up his Prayers for try Safety. I embraced my 
dear Mother, whoſe Grief would hardly permit 
her to return the Careſſes I gave her; and, as for 
myſelf, I was a kind of weeping, inanimate Cho- 
tus to every Thing that was faid or done. We 
parted ; and the Separation of the Soul from the 
Body, methowght, could not be mote dreadſul F 
Mr. Goodwill and Mi. Diaper could only fee me 10 
the Boat, where, after embracing each other, with< 
out ſaying a Word, I caſt myſelf into it, and a 
Flood of Tears relieved my anxious Boſom. Þ 
rely thought I could have ſtood this Adieu with 
more Firmnefs ; but I even ſobbed, and my Breaſt 
heaved, painfully, with the ſtruggling Sorrow; ſo 
that I was incapable of turning my Eyes towards 
the Shore again, dreading, yet longing ſtill to be- 
hold, once more, the dear People I had forſaken. 

When we came on Board, the Captain ordered 
4 Bowl of Punch, to waſh down Sorrow; telling 
Fe me, 
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me, at the ſame Time, that he had not been mom 
moved himſelf a great while, than at the Condi. 
tion he ſaw. me in, and my Friends; adding, that 
he did not doubt but our Meeting again would be 
as affecting. I dried my Tears at the Mirth my 
Companions aſſumed; began to reaſon with my. 
| ſelf, and became calm and ſociable, not withou 
putting up ſome ſilent Petitions to Heaven, for the 
Health and Safety of thoſe I had left, and my own 
happy Voyage. Whilſt we were weighing Anchor, 
a Boat came on Board, with ſome live Stock, and 
ſome Dozens of Wine, which my Father had ſent 
as an additional Preſent for our Stores, and ſeveral 
other Favours of the like Kind from Mr. Diaper, 
with their kind Love to me, and their Reſpects to 
the reſt of the Meſs; and a Servant of Mr. Good- 
wills, who came in it, gave me a Letter, which, 
by the Superſcription, I knew to be my deareſt 
Mother's Hand; and, tho' I had been abſent but 
an Hour, I was ready to kiſs the Fellow, as a Per- 
ſon whom I had not ſeen for an Age, and who 
brought Tidings from the Dead. I perceived there 
was ſomewhat incloſed ; and, the Man telling me! 
was deſired not to open it till I got out to Sea, I put 
it up ſecurely in my Pocket, and wrote a few Lines 
to the dear Woman, and the reſt of my Friends, 
in ſuch Terms, as my preſent tender Situation 


" 
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An Eaſterly Gale ſoon after ſpringing up, we 
finiſhed getting up our Anchor, with the Shouts of 
the Crew, to whom we had given an handſome 
Quantity of Liquor; and Captain Social ſaluted 
the Town with ten Guns, and added as many 
more, in Compliment to our Friends, who, com- 
ing on the Shore, purſued us with eager Eyes, as 
far as Sight could follow us: 


I ſhook my Hand at Diftance on the Main; 
They took the Sign, and ſbook their Hands again. 


I was charmed in ſailing along the chalky Coaſts, 
to obſerve the Country all beſpread with Towns, 
which had a fine: romantic Effect upon the Sight, 
and could not fail of being highly entertaining to 
Perſons who had never been at Sea before; and. 
what gave me great” Joy was, that, after a little. 
Qualmiſhneſs, I felt no more Sickneſs then, or all 
the Voyage after. With a Sigh I took Leave of 
England, as we. paſſed that famous Promontory, 
the Land's End,- which we did the next Morning 
betimes, Os glad to have cleared the Chan 
nel; and, | | 


Now dreaded Scilly mocks the EW: as , 
Wieſe uſeful Fires, expiring, faintly glam; 


And we are loſt, in the vaſt Atlantic Ocean, 
to any other Objects than Sky and Water. 
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er RURAL: 

He opens his Mother's Letter, and finds a Pig. 

ture of his Louiſa. hey, meet with a ter- 

| ods Storm. — Diſcover a Veſſel on Firg, 

which blows up. — They receive the Crew 

e her on Board, —Thompfon diſcovers an 

old Friend amongſt tbem. — heir Account of 
the Misfortune. 


M* new Way of Life agreed with me exceed- 
. ingly well, and I felt myſelf fo briſk and 
lively, that I thought I was perfectly inſpired by 
every Breeze that breathed thro* our Sails. Beſide 
the Officers of the Ship, we had ſeveral other Gen- 
tlemen on Board, fome, like myſelf, going in the 
Company's Service, others to. ſettle for the Sake of 
improving their Fortunes, at their Factories in the 
Zaft- Indies, by Trafficking on their own Bottoms; 
and we were in general a very ſociable and friend- 


Iy Set of People, who having ſeen the World, and 


being intelligent and improved in their Minds, 
formed an entertaining and agreeable Society. We 
had laid in ſuch a Stock of Proviſions and Liquors 


| of all Kinds, that we had little to fear of want- 


ing any of the Conveniences of Life, in ſo long a 
Voyage, if we were favoured with a tolerable-Paſ- 
ſage. The Captain relinquiſhed much, of the uſu- 
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a] Ceremony practiſed by Gentlemen of his Rank, 
and we formed a Meſs together, that made every 
Thing ſatisfactory about us, and in all our Actions 
we ſhewed an Inclination to pleaſe each other. 
My Cabbin was large and commodious, and ſuffi- 
cient for me and a faithful Domeſtic, Nil Truman, 
who had long lived with my Father, and, out of 
pure Affection, reſolved: to follow the Fortunes of 
his Son. 

We had no ſooner got out to Sea, than T opened 
my Mother's Letter, and oh | what was my Joy, 
what my Sorrow, to behold, in a Gold- caſe, ſet 
with ſmall Brilliants, the Picture, in Miniature, of 
my dear, my lovely Lauiſa? Wonder ſeized me 
at viewing the unexpected Image of that eternally 
adored Fair-one, and all my Regret for her Loſs 
revived afreſh,. and kindled-up Remembrances in 
my Soul, which Time and my prefent Views had 
ſomewhat ſtifled, I kifled the ſweet Reſemblance, 
over and over, and hung it by .a Ribbon to my 
Boſom, reſolving to keep it there till the Hour of 
my Death. In the Hurry of my Spirits, I forgot 
for ſume Time to look at the Letter that conveyed 
this eſtimable Preſent ; but, when I became calm 
er, L found it to the following Effect: 
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Ay deareſt, much loved So N, | 
HO! I blame myſelf for renewing your Trou- 

ble, at the Sight of this Jewel, yet I cannot 

keep it longer from you, as it is your undoubted. 
Property. Some Time before our dear Louiſa's 
Aunt ſet out for France, after her Niece's Death, 


a Footman came from her with a Letter, and this 


precious Relic. If the Sight of it ſurpriſed me 
greatly, the Contents of the Letter gave me til} 
more Aſtoniſhment : She ſaid, her Niece, on her 
Death-bed, had deſired it might be ſent to me, as a 
Token of the Reſpect and Love ſhe bore to the 
Mother of a Gentleman, who was infinitely dear 
to her, and for whom it was originally intended, 
if Fate had not deprived her of him in fo cruel a 


Meaning of theſe Expreſſions, which were then 
quite dark to me, and that the News of your Death 
had given her the fatal Stroke, that loſt her to us 
for ever. But, my Son, you live, thank God, and 
may you live long and happy ! Whenever you look 
at that ſweet Face, conſider my Loſs in our Louiſa, 


and preſerve yourfelf, to make me Amends for my 


Affection to both of you. Oh! my Dear, my 


Heart is too full, at this Separation, to ſay more! 
Heavens guard, protect and keep you, make you 


happy where you are going, and return you ſafe, 
to bleſs the fondly longing Sight of 


Your moft tenderly affeftianate Mother, 
ELIZABETH THOMPSON. 
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Manner. By Fidele, 1 afterwards underſtood the 
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Propitious Gales carried us, without any re- 
markable Occurrence, to the Height of Cape Can- 
tin, to the North-weſt of which, we were by our 
Reckonings diſtant about 120 Leagues, when we 
s began to apprehend a gathering Storm. The Clouds 
5 on the Weſtern Board began to blacken the Skies, 
* and a few melancholy Drops wept a Farewel to one 
4 of the fineſt Days I had ever methought experien- 
} ced: And now the Lightnings flaſhed, and the 
T hoarſe Thunder growled over the concave Vault 
, with deafening Roar, as if whole Nature was 
ö meeting with a general Diſſolution, and preſently 
ö the impetuous Vſt Wind raiſed the irritated Bil- 
lows Mountains high. Our Commander had gi- 
ven his Orders, with ſuch juſt Diſcernment, that 
we were prepared we thought to meet its worſt Ef- 
forts ; but the redoubled Fury of the Storm ſoon 
rendered our Situation very dangerous, and, before 
we could hand our Mainſail, it was ſplit into 
twenty Pieces, and kept flapping againſt the Maſt 
for ſome Time, before a ſhort Lull of the Wind 
would permit it to be run up to the Yard, If I had 
ever had advantageous Notions of our Britiſh Sea- 
men, I now more than ever found them juſt, and 
their Diligence and Bravery, on ſuch: Occaſions, 
ſurely dignifies them before thoſe of any Country 
Lever knew. Not an Hand but was employed in 
executing ſome Order or other for the Safety of 
the Veſſel; and to ſee them, like Swarms of Bees, 
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hanging on the Yards, was a Sight equally pleaſing 
and dreadful, The Tempeſt increaſed with great- 
er Violence, and the Waves toſſed us aloft, and 
then ſunk us alow, with ſuch ſudden Shocks, that 


my Brains were perfectly addled ; and, notwith- 


ſtanding all the Force I uſed with myſelf, I could 
ſtand the Deck no longer, but followed the Example 


of the reſt of the Paſſengers, and committed myſelf 
to the ſafe Cuſtody of my Cabbin. The horrid 


Tumult upon Deck, the Piping of the Boatſwain 
and his Mates, mingling with the Howling of the 


Winds, and the continual Daſhing of the foaming 
Waves, made ſuch a Confuſion, as was ſufficient 


to ſtun the Head of any Stranger to theſe uncouth 
and terrifying Scenes, For near four and twenty 


Hours we lay to; but, tho? to us all this gave ex- 


ceſſive Pain, when it was in the Height, Captain 
| Social told me, it was nothing at all but good Sea- 


man's Weather, and ſwore he was tired of the 


little Action he had had ſo long before. About 


Noon, the next Day, the Skies began to clear, the 


Wind ſeemed to die away in gentle Sobbings, and 
ſoon the Heavens were ſerene; the Sun darted his 
'brighteniog Rays upon us, and we felt no Incom- 
modity but the Ship's rolling Motion, occaſioned 
by the great tumbling Sea the Storm had left behind 


it, and which put the Seamen into more Apprehen- 
ſion than the foregoing Blaſts had occaſioned; 


but i in the Evening a ſtark Calm ſucceeded, and the 
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Surface of the Water was as ſmooth as a Mill. 
fond, The deſcending Sun formed a kind of duſky 
Amphitheatre around our Horizon; the azure 
Firmament was illuminated with all the glorious 
ſhining Hoſt that adorn thoſe ſpacious Plains, till 
the Moon, 


Riſing in clouded Majefly, at back, 
Apparent Queen, unveil'd her peerleſs Lebt. 
And der the Deep her filver Mantle threw /” 


A Scene this, that raiſed my Mind into ſuch a State 
of wondering Devotion, as I could not, if I may 
ſay ſo, even in Thought expreſs; at laft I broke 
out into a Soliloquy ſomewhat like this: Oh! infi- 
nite Creator] benign Governor of the Univerſe! 
Ho manifold are thy Works! In Wonder haft thou 
made them all. Day by Day we magniſy thee, the Fa- 
ther of a boundleſs Majeſly. Permit an humble Mor- 
tal to proſtrate before thee, and Worſhip thy im- 
menſe Omnipotence ! Can we be ungrateſul when 


thou haſt given us Faculties above all the reſt of thy 


Creatures here below, to contemplate thy Works, 
to reverence thy forming Wiſdom ?' How low, 
how unworthy, I ſeem, how little to myſelf, when 
reflect, that all yon ſplendid Sparks, that, glitter- 
ing, chear me with their Influence, may be Worlds, 
more worthy thy Care and Protection, than the 
yet not well known Spot, of which I am an Inha- 
bitant! But, oh! forgive the Attempts we make 
F 6 £ to 
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to ſearch into thy hidden Treaſures, the Stores of 
thy eternal Creation, the Arcana thou haſt every. 
where around ſtrewed; for, by our Reſearches, we 
are ſtill more and more convinced, that thy Ways 
are paſt finding out, and our Adoration is raiſed in 
Proportion to the Diſcoveries we fancy we make! 
Lowly bending before thee, 

Supremeſt Good! whoſe providential Stay 

Remote/t Seas, far proſtrate Nations tell; 

Whether ador d inviſible, all pure, 

Diffuſe as Light throughout eternal $ pace; 

Ur circumſcrib d, a local Deity, 

As narrow Ignorance has oft maintain d; | 

Accept our grateful Praiſe, which, taught to riſe. 

From our glad Hearts, invades thy of ning Ears, 
For every Inſtauce of thy gracious Aid, 

For every Wonder in cur Favour wrought, | 

Whilſt roving thus thro Ocean's utmoſt Bounds { 
In the Morning we were blefſed with a fine eaſy 
Gale, that carried us at the Rate of two Knots an 


Hour, ſo ſmoothly, that we could hardly perceive 
the Way the Veſſel made: 


— 2 Hreez. 
Soft, breathing lightly with its Wings, along 
The flacken'd Cordage glides ; the Sailor's Ear 
Perceives no Sound throughout the vaſt Eapanſi; 
None but the Murmurs of the fliding Prow, 
N * e parts the ſmooth and azure Main. 
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In Latitude 20*, 10', about a Week afterwards, 


' whilſt we were endeavouring to ſtand away to the 


Cape de Verde Iſlands, we heard ſeveral Guns fired, 


as from a Shipin Diſtreſs; which Signals our Cap- 


tain anſwered, and ſtood far to the Weſtward, 
more than his Courſe required, as we imagined 
the Sound came from that Point of the Compaſs : 
They continued firing for ſeveral Glaſſes, and then 
we diſcovered a great Light at ſome Leagues Di- 
ſtance, as if a Ship on Fire, which made a moſt 
terrible Appearance; and, ſoon after we had deſcried 
her, ſhe blew up, the Fire extinguiſhed,. and a 
black thick Cloud ſeemed to riſe from the Water, 
We made no Doubt that the Crew had had Time 
enough to ſave themſelves in their Boats; ſo the 
Captain ſhortened Sail, and fired a. Gun every half 
Hour, to acquaint the unhappy Sufferers that Aſ- 
ſiſtance was at hand. About Twelve next Day, ha- 
ving happily very favourable Weather all the Time, 
we ſaw, as far as our Glaſſes would enable us to ſee, 
a Boat crouded with Men, who ſeemed ſtruggling, 
with all their Might, to gain our Veſſel; upon 
which Captain Social took in more Sail, and, about 
Seven o'Clock, the poor Creatures, almoſt ſpent, . 
and dead with Fatigue, got within a Boat's Length 
of the Ship's Side; whence they haled us, and beg- 
ged for God's Sake, to be taken on Board. This 
was immediately granted, and, backing the Sails, 


they all got ſafely in, to the Number of Forty-fux 


Souls, 
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Souls. I never received more Pleaſure than in ſee. 
ing how eager the generous Seaman is in relieving 
his Fellow in Diſtreſs; every Man ſtrove who 
ſhould be foremoſt, in giving them or procuring 
them Refreſhment ; and, on our Part, the Captain, 
as we underftood him to be, and two others, whom 
he pointed out, we got into the great Cabbin, where 
we ſet before them the beſt Proviſions and Liquor 


we had,. and had the Satisfaction to ſee them eat 


like famiſhed Men, for they had not had Time to 
get any Thing out of their Ship but a little Biſcuit, 


ſo that moſt of them had been faſting ever ſince 


they left her. We found their Ship was bound 


from Virginia to Londen, partly laden with To- 


bacco, partly with Rum, having touched at Bar- 


badoes to take in the latter, both on the Account: 
of a Gentleman who was a Paſſenger on Board, to 
whom the Captain behaved with great Deference, 


which made us all take more particular Notice of 


him; but I had ſcarce caſt my Eyes upon his Face, 


whilſt at the ſame Time his encountered mine, than 
he ran eagerly to me, and we embraced each o- 
ther with the utmoſt Affection, all we could utter 
being, Dear Thompſon! Dear Prim! For it was 
that very young Fellow, whom, I muſt confeſs, I 
fhould as foon have expected to meet in London, at 


that Minute, as on board the Haſtings. Every 
body feemed pleaſed as ourſelves, at a Meeting fo 
unexpected as they judged this to be, and my Mefs- 


mates, 
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mates, as well as myſelf, ſtrove to outdo each 
other in Complaiſance and Tenderneſs to theſe 
new Comers. If I was ſurpriſed to fee Prim, he 
was as much ſo to ſee me at Sea; but we were 
obliged to ſuſpend our Curioſity to attend to other 
Matters. Capt. Clements, for that was the Name 
of the Captain of the Ship that was burnt, return-- 
ed, together with the reſt, the moſt unfeigned 
Thanks for the Relief we had afforded! them, and 
begged Capt. Social would permit him and his 
Crew to remain with him, till ſach Time as he 
met a Veſſel bound to Europe; promifing to draw 


Bills on his Owners to indemnify him; but Prim, 


which made me ftare at him, affured our Captain, 
that he would ſatisfy him for every Thing before 
he left our Ship, and accept Captain Clements's Bills 


himſelf, We were foon induced to comply, and 
when every Thing was regulated for the Men, and 
Births aſſigned them, Captain Social provided Mr. 


Clements with a Cabbin; and J defired the Favour 
of Prim to accept of half mine whit he ſtaid on 


Board, which he readily acquieſced in, and ano- 


ther Gentleman practifed the fame Hoſpitality to 


| their Comrade. 


Captain Clementss Account of the late unfortu- 


nate Accident that had happened to his Ship, which 
was called the Lovely Betty, of fourteen Guns, and 


300 Tons Burden, was thus: A Fire being left 
later than ordinary by the Cock in the Capooch, 
one 
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one of the Seamen had lighted his Pipe at it, and 
then went down to his Birth to ſmoke it with ſome 
of his Meſs-mates over a Can of Flip : It happen. 
ed their Liquor was very low, and, to get a freſh 
Supply, they very honeſtly agreed, that this ſame 
Fellow ſhould attempt to ſpile one of the Hogſheads 
of Rum, which, for want of Room in the Hold, way 
ſtowed pretty near them : He forgot his Pipe, and 
whilſt he was at this precious Work, a Quantity 
of the lighted Tobacco fell into his Cheſt, which 


ſtood open, and ſome combuſtible Matters he had in 


it, being the Gunner's Mate, took Fire, which was 
not perceived till the Flames had got to too great an 


Head, for all the Pains and Skill they made uſe of to 
put a Stop to them. They knew they were not far 


from the Cape de Verd Iſlands, which gave them ſome 
Spirits to attempt getting there in their Boat; but, 
however, not willing to miſs any Opportunity that 
might offer to ſave their Lives, before they leſt 
their Ship, they had fired thoſe Signals of Diſtreß, 
which brought them the Bleſſing of the Relief we 
gave them. The Captain concluded his Narration, 
by acquainting us, that Mr. Prim was the chief 


Sufferer, moſt of the Cargo being ſhipped- by him, 


which however he was ſenſible he had wrote Word 


to inſure in London by a Veſſel that failed, before 


from Barbadzes ; and, as to the Bottom, that he 
bad inſured himſelf. 
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] was ſurpriſed Rill more and more to hear Prim 
talked of thus, as a Man of great Worth, tho' I 
was heartily glad to hear it; and when we retired 


| to Reſt, which was not till pretty late, after the 


mutual Careſſes were over, and I had gratified his 
Curioſity to know how I came into the Haſtings, I 
ſaid, my Friend, you left England very abruptly, 
which I have often thought of ſince with the ut- 
moſt Concern; and, by the Situation you are in at 
preſent, I am ſenſible you muſt have met with ſeve- 
ral Turns of Fortune, that I wiſh you would gra- 
tify me in the Recital of. I have ſo, indeed, my 
dear Thompſon, he replied, and, tho' at preſent in 
ſuch Circumſtances, am really a happy Man: I al- 
ways loved you, my Friend, have thought of you 
tenderly an hundred Times ſince my Departure, 
and, as ſoon as I had ſeen London, you'd have been 
the firſt Perſon J ſhould have renewed my Ac- 
quaintance with. Come, make a Bowl of Punch, 
and, whilſt we are drinking it, I will gratify you 
with a Relation of the good and bad Accidents that 
have occurred to me ſince my unhappy Breach with 
my Maſter, and the Means by which I may fay 
I am at preſent rich and happy. I made the Punch, 
and Mr. Prim began his Adventures thus: | 


/ . 
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CHAP. XIIV. 
The Adventures of Mr. WILLIAM PRIX. 


O U remember what an Agony I was in, that 

| fatal Morning I took my Leave of you, after 
my Maſter had diſcovered my being deficient in 
the Caſh he had intruſted to my Care. He was 
fo incenſed, that he would ſuffer me no longer to 
continue with him; and my Father, who was as 
much irritated againſt me, hurried me on Board an 
Eafi-India Ship, which failed. the next Day, the 
Captain of which he had ſome ſlight Acquaintance 
with, and who took me in Quality of his Clerk, 
All this was done ſo ſuddenly, that I was but poor- 
ly fitted out for ſuch a Voyage, and my Father 
has ſince lamented the Precipitancy with which he 
parted with. me, by Letter, which has. coſt him a 
great deal of Affliction, and numberleſs Tears; but, 
being a Man of a warm and paſſionate Diſpoſition, 
I can very eaſily forgive him, eſpecially as it was 


an Introduction to the good: Fortune I have fince 


met with. 


Capt. Surly, my Commander, who, from his 


Iifancy, had uſed the Seas, was a mere Brute, and 


wanted oommon Humanity, and my Father, having 


indiſcreetly confided to. him the Secret of my being 
forced to Sea, upon the aforeſaid Account, inſtead of 


ſtriving to make my Captivity eaſy, and if I bad 2 
b 
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bad Principles to reclaim me from them, he was 
continually obſerving, in a reproaching, malicious 
Strain, the Slip that I made, and menacing me with 
bad Uſage, if I ſerved him as I had done my 
former Maſter. | 
You may gueſs that this ſat very hardly upon a 
Breaſt, that had ſome Principles of Honour, and 
knew how Mankind ought to be treated; but you 
muſt confeſs, my Friend, this is too oſten the Caſe, 
and many an unhappy Man, that has been guilty of 
an Error, would reform, if the World would let him; 
but, being expoſed and maltreated, they grow de- 
ſperate and regardleſs of what may happen to them, 
and, finding all Mankind their Enemies, reſolve 
to be even with them, and commence downright 
Villains from the Impoſſibility of regaining their 
Characters. However, this was not my Caſe, and 
I knew the humane and thinking Part of Mankind 
would paſs over a ſingle Crime in a young Extra- 
vagant, could they ſee Tokens of Amendment that 
would juſtify their good Opinion of him. 

A Dog could not endure a worſe Life than [did, - 
moſt Part of this dreadful Voyage; and, when Iex- 


poſtulated with him, he gave me the moſt oppro= 
brious Language, and, ſeveral Times, even went ſo 
far as to kick me out of the Cabbin, where he was 
generally drunk the greateſt Part of the Day. Such 
Tyranny made me weary of my Life, and I began 
not to care what became of me; and more eſpecial- 

* 
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ly as the Ship's Crew took the Signal from their 

Captain, and treated me in general with the ut- 

moſt Contempt; and one Day a Nephew of Surh's, 

who was a fourth Mate, on Board, without the 

leaft Provocation, took me by the Noſe, and led 

me about twenty Paces, to the great Diverſion of 

the Ship's Company. Fleſh and Blood could hold 
out no longer, and, ſeizing him round the Waiſt, 

in Spite of all his Struggling, as he was not near fo 

ſtrong as myſelf, I fairly flung him over Board, 
where he would certainly have paid for his Inſolence 

with his Life, if all the Sails had not been laid 

aback, and the Boat hoiſted out to ſave him. The 

Minute the Captain heard of this Action, he order- 

ed me before him, and, with the Fury of a Tiger, 
fell upon me with his Cane, and having nothing 
to defend myſelf, and he being a very ſtrong Man, 
beat me moſt unmercifully, and then ordered me 
to be turned before the Maſt. I muſt ſay this for 
every one of the Officers and Men, that they 
thought my Uſage on this Occaſion very hard, and 
without the leaſt Colour of Juſtice; and a Su- 
percargo we had on Board was ſo exaſperated, that 
he told the Captain to his Face that he was a Scoun- 
drel; for which the Brute ordered him to keep to 
his Cabbin, and would not ſuffer him for ſome 
Days to take the Benefit of walking upon the 
Quatter-deck. And now the young Surly uſed 
me worſe than ever any Gailey-Slave was uſed, and. 
| t mace 


— A 7 ˙—ꝓwq , -- r.. —ãÄwn( ( ̃ ↄ mige Tr r eee — 


a - "IIS n es 8 15 


—*— 


of Jor THOMSON. 117 


made me almoſt curſe the Hour I was born; and if 
we had not put into Madagaſcar, where we were 
driven by Streſs of Weather, I ſhould have execu- 
ted a Reſolution I had formed, which was, the firſt 
Opportunity, to ſeize him and fling myſelf over 
Board with him, and drown him and mylelf toge- 
ther; but the Sight of Land put other Thoughts 
into my Head, which I purſued the Dictates of in 
the following Manner: We lay in a good Bay on 
the Weſt Side of the. Iſland, where we were re- 
pairing our Rigging, which I think is called the 
Bay of St. Auguſtine, and were employed in tak- 
ing in ſuch Wood and Water as we ſtoodin Need 
of for the Proſecution of our Voyage; and as I was 
employed in the Boat, in making frequent Trips 
from the Shore to the Ship to fetch on Board the 
Wood we cut, I reſolved, the firſt Opportunity I 
bad, to make my Eſcape, and rather truſt to the 
Mercy of the barbarous Natives, of whom I heard 
ſtrange Accounts, or to the Chance of ſome other 
Ship's putting in, by which I might get off the 


| Iſland, than longer to continue in the helliſh Sla- 


very I was under amongſt this villainous Sett of 
Wretches. About two Leagues from our Landing- 
place was a very thick Wood, by which my Eſcape 
might be concealed till the Ship was obliged to pur- 
ſue their Voyage. Being thus'determined, I waited 
an Opportunity, till the laſt Water was to come on 


Board, and mean Time ſecretly conveyed on Shore, 
at 
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at Times, a Tinder-box, fome Bifcuit, and a Bot. 
fle or two of Brandy, atf which I had, unpetceived 
by my Comrades, concealed in theSand; and taking 
a lucky Time, when they were all engaged in Sleep, 
waiting a proper Minute, till the Tide ſet off Shore, 
I ſecured a Muſquet, and an Horn of Powder, which 
lay bythem, and, with all Expedition poſſible, gained 
the Wood T have before fpoken of, where I tartied 
at the Skirts of it till fuch Time as the Boat went 
on Board; which it did, after they had hallooed and 
hooped, for the Space of half an Hour, after me, to 
give me Notice of their going off. I had got upon 
a riſing Hill, from behind which T could ſee the 
Veſſel, without the Danger of being feen myſelf; 
and whether the Brute was glad to get rid of me, 
or what, I can't tell; but, without ſending aſhore 
again to ſearch for me, they weighed Anchor, and 
I ſaw them ſtand out to Sea, with a briſæ Wind at 
N. NV. iy . e ee een en of my 
Sight. 

I now began to feel all thoſe Tertors a Nan muſt 
experience, upon being thus left alone in an un- 
known Country, of which I had heard dreadful 
Stories, and without a Proſpect of meeting with 
the Neceſſaries of Life, unleſs I threw myſelf into 
the Arms of barbarous Savages, who, perhaps, might 
treat me with more Cruelty than I had been uſed 
with' before; and T began to bewail my Raſhnefs 
and Folly, in feaving the Sbip; but I ſoon awaked 
from 
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from this Tumult of my Soul, and went to the 
Beach to get my Biſcuit and Brandy, and what 
other Matters I had left there, which I found ſafe, 


and then fought the Cover of the Wood again; 


which I had no ſeoner entered, than TI eſpied, upon a 
Tree, the Wood of which is fomewhat like Bra- 
zil Wood, a Fowl of a black Colour, ſpotted with 
White, ſome what reſembling our Turkies, which 


I ſhot at, and killed; and, immediately cutting 


Sticks. with my Knife, I made a Fire, dreſſed my 
Prize, and made as hearty a Meal as ever I did in 
my Life; and which was the more pleaſant, bes 
cauſe I had brought Salt on Shore in my Pocket, to 
reliſh what I killed. I was now in great Want of 
Water, and a Veſſel to drink it in; the firſt Com- 
plaint I ſoon eaſed, by going to. the Foot of the 
Rock where we watered: our Ship; and my Hat 
ſerved me for drinking out of. In a few Days I 
began to find my Situation: very agreeable, and re- 
ſolved to keep as near the Bay as I could; to diſeo- 
ver any Ship: that ſhould: chance to put in there, 
by which 1 might get off the Iſland. I found in 
the Woods Dates, and on the Mountains Oranges 
and Citrons, which alſo yielded as fine clear Water 
as ever I drank. Apes abound here in Abundance, 
and many Birds fit for Food ; but eſpecially that I 
have before ſpoken of, which has this remarkable 
Circumſtance, that it has yellow Horns on its 


Head, which is a Mixture of blue and red; and 


they 
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they rove about the Woods in large Flocks, and 
are not ſhy ; ſo that I got them without Difficulty; 
and in a Rock, pretty near the Extremity of this 
Wood, I found a natural Cave, which ſerved me 
for my Lodging. My Brandy, by good Manage. 
ment, held out to a Miracle; and I ſoon learned to 
live without Bread, in lieu of which I eat Dates, 
What I moſt apprehended, was the Want of Pow. 
der, of which I had now only a few Charges left; 
and, to provide againſt the Worſt, having a very 
good Knife, I cut long Lances of the hard Wood I 
have mentioned, and practiſed myſelf in darting at 
a Mark; ſo that at length I became ſo dextrous, 


as to be able to transfix any Bird at a moderate Diſ- 


tance, that was not on the Wing. I had a Chart 
of the Eaft- Indies, and ſeveral others, with a Trea- 
tiſe of Navigation, and a Pair of Compaſſes, with 
which I employed ſome Part of my Time; and, 
at other Times, I cut my Name on the Trees, and 
the Date of the Year on which I voluntarily became 
a Fugitive from the Human Race; and one of 
theſe I carved very ara with the follow- 
ing Inſcription; 


| Seaman, 
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Seaman, 
This Inſcription will tell thee, 
That an unhappy Youth, 
William Prim, an Engliſhman, 
And Citizen of London, 
Choſe here to expoſe himſelf to, all the Dangers of 
an unknown Country, 
Rather than longer pine under the Hardſhips in- 
Aicted upon him, 
By John Surly, Commander of the Dover India» 
| Man, 
In the Year 17—. 

Oh! if my Grief were known, my dire Deſpair, 
Thou could'ſt not, ſure, thy pitying Tears forbear 
Condemn'd, an hopeleſs Exile, thus to mourn 
My native Plains, where I ſhall ne'er return. 

Ens entium, miſerere mihi l 

All this Time, which was near five Months, I 
had been diſcovered by none of the Inhabitants, 
and took Care, for Fear of them, to keep pretty 
much within the Purlieus of the Wood, which I had 
ſo long made my Reſidence, often caſting a wiſhing 
Eye towards the Sea, from my Look-out, eagerly 
hoping for the Arrival of ſome Veſſel, to bear me 
from my melancholy Solitude. My Cloaths were 
worn off my Back almoſt, and hung in grievous 
Tatters about me; and my Shoes had been gone a 
conſiderable Time; but my Feet were ſo hardened 
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and callous, that I ſelt no Incommodity from going 
bare-footed. One Day I diſcovered from my Emi. 
nence, two of the Natives going towards the Bay; 
but providentially, tho? they paſſed thro' my Wood, 
they did not diſcover me. I can't expreſs to you 
the Aﬀright I was in; for, had they feen me, I mul 
have expected to have been carried into the inland 
Parts of the Iſland, and have forſaken all Hopes of 
ever getting off, which now buoyed up my Spirits, 
They were well ſhaped, and had printed Pieces of 
Linnen, ſeemingly Callicoe, thrown over their 
Shoulders, by which I perceived they now and then 
trucked with the European Veſſels that came into 
the Iland. They were armed with Bows and Ar. 
rows, and had each a long - wooden Lance in his 
Hand. I can't ſay I was entirely, however, with- 
out a Companion, for I had taken an Ape, in a 
Toil which J invented for that Purpoſe, made of 
the Boughs of Trees, over a deep Pit, which 
had dug upon a Sand-hill ; and tho' they are very 
large, I tamed him ſo, by my Kindneſs, that he fol- 
lowed me about like a Dog; and had ſo many odd 
Pranks and Grimaces, that he often made me laugh 
extremely, and would imitate all my Actions; fo, 
that I frequently ſent him for Water, and to ge 
ther me Oranges and Lemons, which he did very 
dexterouſly. At length my Deliverance arrived; and 
to my inexpreſſible Joy, when I had, as near as | 
can gueſs, fulfilled my ſeventh Month, as I wa 

| wiſtfully 
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wiltfully ſurveying the diſtant Ocean, and thinking 
over all the Accidents of my Life, I ſaw, ſome 
Leagues in the Offing, a Sail, and the Sight almoſt 
made me faint away; but how rejoiced ! beyond 
Expreſſion! was I, when it ſtood directly into the 
Bay, and caſting Anchor, there, ſent its Boat 
on Shore to look for freſh Water. I prefented 
myſelf before the Landing: place, and ſtartled them, 


by my ragged, uncouth Figure, which at firſt made 


them ſtare ; but our Joy was mutual, when we 
diſcovered each other to be Countrymen ; and, 
when I had told them ſome Part of my Story, 
they carried me on 'Board to their Captain, who 
ſeemed to be a ſenſible, humane Man, but who 
queſtioned me very cloſely, fearing I had belonged 
to ſome of the Pirate Ships with which theſe Seas 


ſwarmed ; and when he was convinced of the con- 


trary, he entertained me on Board, gave me Cloaths 
and Neceſſaries, and I once more began to live; 
but, having been ſo long diſuſed to Breeches and 


Shoes, the former gauled me, and the latter ſwelled 


my Feet, moſt intolerably. The Captain's Name 
was Nelſon, and that of his Ship, the Gharming Su- 
ſomah, I found he was very rich, and a con- 
kderable Planter, in Virginia; that the Veſſel! was 
his own; that he had carried a Lading of bis own 
Tobacco to London, from whence he took in a 
proper Cargo, to trade on the Coaſt of Africa for 
Naves; that a Mutiny had happened amongſt his 
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Crew, who had riſen upon him, and ſeized the 
Ship, which they endeavoured to bring round the 
Cape to this Iſland; but being in great Danger, i 
Lat. 40. 10'. S. and Long. 10% W. of London, in 
a Storm, they had releaſed him to navigate the 
Veſſel, which he carried into the Cape; but tho 
he had them now in his Power, he had been 6 
honourable as not to betray them to the. Du; 
and by mere Dint of Argument and Perſuaſion, 
which I found. him an .Aruſt myſelf, had reclaimed 


them, and all. was paſt over, after ſetting the two WM "© 
chief Mutineers on Shore, and very juſtly paying th 
them their Wages that another hard Gale had driven * 
them ſo far to the Za/tward, where their Want of ck 
Water had induced them to bear up to. Madagaſcar, th 
where they relieved me in ſo unexpected a Manner, be 
There were 150 Negroes on Board, he having loſt H 
near 80 in theſe Seas by Sickneſs. tut 
When Mr. Nelſon had heard my Story, which he , 
animadverted upon with great Sweetneſs, and Go 
found that I was not a Seaman, but bred up:“ 
Trader, he gave me Charge of his Books, and made A 


me alſo his Steward, as well as his Clerk, having 
loft his former Steward in the Voyage ;and never was 
Man's Condition ſo altered for the better; for he wa 
a mild, ſociable, humane Creature, had little of the 
rough Seaman, but a vaſt deal of the Gentleman, 
about him; and had, I ſoon found, ſtudied, and 


read, the beſt Authors. In ſhort, I loved him, 
and 
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and ſerved him ſo readily and affectionately, that 
perceived I gained much upon his Mind; 'and 
you'd be ſurpriſed to think how dearly he valued 
me in ſo ſhort a Time; but now he never would 
eat or drink without me; I became his conſtant 
Companion; and, by the Civilities I was thereby 
enabled to confer on my Shipmates, gained the 
Eſteem of the whole Ship's Crew. I found my 
Captain had in Virginia a Wife, and one Daughter, 
of whom he was often talking with great Tender- 
neſs; and he promiſed me, if Fd ſettle with him 
there, be would give me an handſome Salary, to 
look after his Affairs; which Propoſal. I readily 
cloſed with; and indeed one main Inducement was» ' 
the Character he gave Miſs Fanny, of whom I 
became perfectly enamoured, and already conceived 
Hopes of poſſeſſing her, and making my For- 
tune. | 

We had a very good Voyage till we came to the 
Cape de Verde Iſlands, where we touched at St. Vin- 
ant, but had no ſooner taken our Departure, than 
2 great Storm aroſe, which puzzled all the Skill of 
our Seamen, and it was with Difficulty we rode it- 
out, after loſing our Main-maſt, which was ſhivered 
from Top to Bottom by a Flaſh of Lightning; and, 
being unſtepped by the ſame Flaſh, rolled over- 
board, endangering the Loſs of the Ship, which, 
however, was preſerved ſafe; and bearing away 
lor the Leeward Iſlandi, under a Jury-maſt, we 
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a Barrel of Powder, which was half unbeaded ; 
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there remained near a Month to refit, in which 
Time we diſpoſed of an hundred of our Negroes, 
to great Advantage. My Health, during all theſe 
tedious Adventures and Voyages, was not in the 


leaſt affected; and I grew rather ftronger and 


ſtronger, by the continual Exerciſe I went thro? ; 
and the Captain falling ill at Bridgetown in Bar- 
zadbes, he truſted the Management of all his Con- 


cerns to me, without Reſerve ; in which I behaved 
with ſuch Diligence and Fidelity, that he embraced 


me, when he ſaw my Accounts; and, over and 
above my Wages, made me genteelly a Preſent of 
twenty Guineas ; and ſpoke of me in ſuch Terms, 
to the Gentlemen of that Iſland, that, if my Gra- 
titude to him would have ſuffered me, I might 
have ſettled there with great Advantage. | 

Me arrived at Glouce/ter, in Virginia, in about 
ten Days after we ſet Sail from Barbadees ; but in 
our Paſſage we had very near all been deſtroyed, 
by a very terrible Accident that happened to. us; 
and my Behaviour, on the Occaſion, fill more and 
more endeared me to Mr. Nelſon. One of our 


People, being ſent down into the Powder-room for 


ſome Cartridges, ia an Abſence of Thought, car- 
ried an Inch of Candle wich him, without putting 
it into a Lanthorn, which was an uſual Precaution 
we made uſe of; and, having ſome Difficulty to 
come at what he wanted, very calmly ftuck it into 


and, 
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and, forgetting it afterwards, came up without it, 
faſtening the Hatchway after him. I immediately 
jecollected he had carried a Candle with him, and 
called him aft, where the Captain, a Mate, and 
myſelf, were walking on the Quarter-deck, and 
aſked him haſtily, What he had done with the 
Candle? The Fellow ftood aghaſt, and could not 
uitera Word; Mr. Nelſen, and all the reſt of us, 
turned as pale as Death; and he ordered the Boat 
out immediately, expecting every Minute the Ship 
to blow up; but I inſtantly aſſumed Preſence of 
Mind enough in this Dread and Confuſion, and, open- 
ing the Hatch, jumped down the Ladder, where I 
found the ſteady Candle had burnt till within the 
Diſtance of two Lines only, from the Powder: I im- 
mediately ran my Hand gently under it, and, ſcoop- 
ing that, and an Handful of Powder with it, out of 
the Barrel, endeavoured to toſs it up into the 
Cabbin; but it fired in my Hand, and burnt me in 
2 dreadful: Manner: However, it ſaved the Ship, 
and our Lives; and every body had ſuch a. Senſe 
of the Hazard I ran, and the Service I had done 
them, that the Captain claſped me in his Arms, and 
told me he would ever eſteem me as his Son; and 
the whole Ship's Company rang Acclamations and 
Praiſes to me from Stem to Stern. Mr. Nelſon's 
Plantation was upon James River; ſo. that when 
he had delivered ſome Part of his Cargo at Gloucefter, 
we.ran up, and anchored at his very Door, ſaluting 
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his Family with all our Guns. Mr: Nelſon made 
me dreſs myſelf in a rich Suit of Cloaths, which 
he ordered me to provide myſelf with at Bridge. 
tetun; and being, you know, no contemptible Fi- 
gure, he made me a great many Compliments on 
the Gentility of my Perſon. We were rowed on 
Shore in the Barge, only him and myſelf; and he 
was received, at his Arrival, by his Wife and 
Daughter, with a Tenderneſs that well indicated the 
Regard they had for ſo valuable a Relation. He 
preſented me to them, with theſe kind Expreſſions: 
© See here, Ladies, a Man, to whom I owe my 
«© Ship and Cargo, my own Life, and that of my 


« People: I beg you'd eſteem him as a Friend of 


% mine, and who is going to become one of my 
« Family.” EI ſaluted Mrs. Nelſon, and her amiable 
Daughter, at whoſe Sight, I muſt confeſs, I directly 
yielded up my Heart a Prize to her Charms. They 
received me with great Politeneſs and Good nature; 
and I found Mrs. Nelſon's Temper to be pretty 


much a Copy of her Huſband's ; but, and, my dear 


Friend, you will ſuffer a Lover to ſpeak, I found 
Miſs Fanny, paſt all my ExpeQations, lovely, and 
the Beauties of her Mind exceeded far, even thoſe 


of her Perſon. You know, Thompſon, that I have 


a. good Addreſs, and a ready Fluency of Speech; 
and I put myſelf forward in every Thing that could 
be agreeable to my Friend, and theſe Ladies; 
.inſomuch, that Fanny, I believe, ſoon perceived 
me 
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me anothergueſs Creature than the Buck/zins, a 
Term the Towns-people make uſe of, jocoſely, to 
diſtinguiſh the Country Planters, who had made 
Love to her; and I flattered myſelf, that this firſt 
Interview gave her ſome Motions in my Favour. 
She was tall and fine-ſhaped, her Features regular, 
and her delicate Skin was of the fineſt White that . 
ever I beheld ; ſhe was near 19 Years of Age; and: 
if ſhe had any Fault, it was that of being a little: 
affected, and too conſcious of the Charms Nature 
had given her. Mr. Nelſon was a Juſtice of Peace 
in the County, and ſo reſpected by his Neighbours, 
that we had a Croud of Viſitors every Day, for 
ſome Time, to welcome him on his Arrival; and, 

determining not to go to Sea again, he put his 
Mate into the Veſſel, as Captain; and loaded him 
with a Cargo, for Londen, ſoon after; and juſt be- 
fore he ſailed, I paſſed a Compliment, at an Enter 
tainment, that was made us on Board, which my 
young Lady took with a ſenſible Pleaſure. I aſked 
Mr, Nelſon, Why he called his Veſſel the Charming 
Suſannah ? To which he anſwered, wondering at 
my Queſtion, that it was the Name he bought her 
in, and he never had thought it worth while to 
alter it; but, Sir, I beg the Favour you would re- 
baptiſe her, ſays I; and, if I have found any Fa- 
vour in your Sight, let me give it a Name that has 
areal Meaning: Agreed, ſays he, What ſhall the 


Name be? I bowed to the Company, and, begging 
G 5 them 
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them to walk on the Quarter-deck, I ſtepped for- 
ward, with a Bottle of Wine in my Hand; and, 
daſhing it againſt the Main- maſt, cried, From hence- 
forward this Veſſel ſhall be called the Lovely Famy, 
as a juſt Compliment to the fineſt Woman in Vir. 
ginia / Miſs bluſhed like Scarlet; her Father and 
Mother were pleaſed, as well as herſelf, to the laft 
Degree ; and we fired a Round of the Guns at this 
new Ceremony. When we came Home, whether 
the Liquor, which I had drank pretty freely of, or 
the Heat of the Weather, oppreſſed me, I can't 
tell; but J, all on a Sudden, fell down, without 
Senſe or Motion, which frightened Mr. Nelfen and 
his Lady extremely; but, as to Miſs, ſhe was like 
one diſtracted, and talked ſo tenderly of me, be- 
fore, by Bleeding, I was brought to my Senfes, that 
her Father and Mother were amazed at it, and 
perceived I had made a very deep Impreſſion on 
her Mind. In ſhort, my Friend, I won't trouble 
you with our Courtſhip, which, tho” it yielded me 
the greateſt Pleaſure, would not be very intereſting 
to you; and ſhall only relate a Circumftance, 
which made a great deal in my Favour, and ha- 
ſtened the Match ; which was this : 

| We were, with her Father and Mother, in a 
diſtant County, at the Back of the Colony, paying 
a Viſit to Mr. Hoe, a Planter there, whoſe Son, 
a great, ſenſeleſs, Hawbuck, was deſperately in 
Love with her; and tho? ſhe hated him, I knew, 


yet 
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yet ſhe permitted his Addreſſes, on Purpoſe to make 
me jealous and more ſubmiſſive; and one Kvening 
walking in the neighbouring Savannah, whilſt ſhe 
was, by Turns, raiſing and depreſſing our Hopes, 
for we were both with her; and had juſt ſaid, 
Gentlemen, I have no Opinion of a Man's Pro- 
feſſions, that can thus live tamely with his Rival; 
I ſhould. rather think Rage and Deſpair ſhould en- 
gage them to fight for the Poſſeſſion of what they 
ſo eagerly wiſh; and I ſhould be glad to be the firſt 
Woman in Virginia, that has been the Subject of 
a Duel; when out iſſued from the Wood a dread-. 
ful large briſtling Vid Hag, and, without Fear, 
made acroſs the Savannah, directly oppoſite to us. 
Poor Miſs ſcreeked out, and ran for Shelter, in her 
Hurry, to young Hoe, who had a Matchet by his 
Side; but he directly ſcoured away in a Minute; 
whilſt I, laughing, had Preſence of Mind to hal- 
loo out to him to come and defend his Miſtreſs, 
who, by this Time, was fallen into a Swoon, In 
fine, I had no Time to loſe, for the Brute ad- 
vanced apace, and began to grunt, like a real 
wild Boar, caſting up bis Snout, all white with 
Foam, into the Air, and gnaſhing bis prominent, 
jaggy Tuſks. I drew my Hanger, and made a 
Stroke at him, that hardly penetrated. his Hide, 
and but inflamed him the more; and, tearing up 
the very Ground for Madneſs, he attacked me, 
with a Spring, and tore my Breeches up, and made 


G6 a ſlight 
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a ſlight Wound in my left Thigh, which I imme- 
diately returned, by cleaving him, at one Blow, 
aimed with all the Strength I was Maſter of, 
down the Skull; and, ſeconding it, he fell, and 
roſe no more. Fanny had juſt recovered, and 
ſeen the latter Part of the Fight; and now, like a 
Guy of Martuict, or a valiant Moor of Moor-Hall, 
I cut off his Head, and laid it bleeding at my Mi- 
ſtreſs's Feet. The firſt Thing ſhe did, was to lend 
me her Handkerchief to bind up my Wounds; and, 
whilſt ſhe was doing that, obſerved what a Scoun- 
drel, and Coward, her other Lover was; adding 
at the ſame Time, giving me her Hand, Generouſly 
you have ſaved my Life, and therefore it is but 
Juſtice to devote it, for the future, to your Hap- 
pineſs and Satisfaction. Tembraced thegrateful Fair- 
one with Tranſport, and carried her to the Houſe, 
where Hoe was ſufficiently roaſted by all preſent, 
and I was as much applauded; fo that in about 
fix Months after this, with the Conſent of both 
Father and Mother, I married my amiable Fanny, 
and partook of Delights in that tender Union, that 
are far too great for the Power of Eloquence to 
deſcribe. My Father-in-Law and Mother ſur- 
rendered a large Plantation to our Uſe, and, to our 
inexprefſible Grief, both of them deceaſed about 
half a Year ago, leaving us in actual Poſſeſſion of 
near 30, oo. My Love to this dear Creature has 
been conſtantly increaſing, and ſhe has bleſſed me 
with a lovely Boy, that is juſt the Picture of his 

Mother. 
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Mother. If any Thing at firſt gave me Uneaſineſs, 
it was the obſerving a Coldneſs in my Wife's Dif- 
poſition, which did not ſuit with the Warmth and 
Fervour of my ſanguine and amorous "Temper, and 
which I often reproached her with; but I ſoon got 
her lovely Perſon, in as full Perfection, as I knew: 
before 1 had her Soul. 

I parted with her to come this Voyage to ſettle 
ſome Affairs in England, with the utmoſt Regret ; 
and indeed ſhe would have been my Comrade in it, 
if ſhe was not big with Child, which would not 
permit me to truſt her to the uncertain Dangers of 
the Sea; and the Event has proved the Juſtneſs of 
my Judgment; tho” nothing gives me Pain in the 
Accident that has happened to me, ſince it has pro- 
cured me the Pleaſure of ſeeing Mr. Thompſon, 
ſave that it will make my Voyage ſomewhat longer, 
and thereby detain me, more than I propoſed, from 
the Arms of my dear Wife, to whoſe Labour I am 
under ſolemn Promiſe to return, if Providence per- 
mits me. I hope the Friends I have wrote to have 
inſured my Cargo; but if not, the Loſs, at preſent, 
won't be much to me; and I have Bills about me, 
to the Value of 2000 l. upon ſome of the beſt 
Merchants in London. And thus you ſee, my 
Friend, that I am a very happy Man; and I do 
aſſure you, I ſtrive, by doing all the Good in my 
Power to my Fellow-creatures, to return Thanks 


to Providence for its Bleſſings, and to atone for 
the- 
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the former Irregularity of my Conduct. But now 
J ſhould be glad to hear how Speculiſt, Prig, and 
the reſt of our old Acquaintance do; and whether 
in Purſe or Perſon I can ſerve my old Friend, and 
prove to him, that I am ſtill the diſintereſted all 
Prim he formerly knew me to be. 


C HAP. XLV. 

He ſatisfies Prim in his Enquiries.— The mu- 

tual Civilities that paſs between them,— 
They touch at one of the Cape de Verde 
Iſlands.— A Veſſel puts in there alſo, bound 
to Glaſgow in Scotland. — Proves to be 
freighted by Prim's Overſeer. —He goes on 
Board her.—Entertains the Gentlemen from 
the Haſtings.—T hey take Leave of each a- 
ther, and proceed on their reſpective Voyages. 


W AS charmed with the frank and open Air, 
with which Mr. Prim related his Adventures, 
and the various Difficulties and Diſtreſſes he had 
encountered before his fortunate and happy vettle- 
ment, and congratulated him with the utmoſt Sin- 
cerity; and we both obſerved that many young 
Fellows of natural good Diſpoſitions, and whoſe 
Minds were of a generous Caſt, tho* they might be 
fomewhat rakiſh, and purſue bad Courſes ;. yet, one 
Time 
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Time or other, their good Senſe will get the better 


of their Follies, and they will return to thaſe Max- 
ims of Virtue and Honour which they had forſaken. 
He was ſorry for my worthy Maſter's Misfortunes, 
and was ſurpriſed at what I told him of my Friend 
Diaper's being gone to the Indies, ſaying, I think 
we are all turned Adventurers for my. Part, but 
Prig, who holds his own Ground, and thrives 
in his native Country, which I am very much 
rejoiced at, and will call to ſee him. I told 
him, if he had any Luck in getting to England, 
that Prig would be in Yorkforre; then, Faith, 
ſays Prim, if you will give me a Direction, I will 
go and pay him a Viſit there. I anſwered, I ſhould 
do that with great Pleaſure, and would recommend 
him to my Father's Acquaintance, and ſome other 
worthy Peaple, to whom I would take an Oppor- 
tunity to write by him, if he'd take the Trouble to 
carry the Letters; which, he ſaid, be would make 
it his Care and Study to do, and informed me, that 
if his Wife would conſent, he intended in a few 
Years to ſettle in his native Country, there to ſpend 
the Remainder of his Days, and hoped he ſhould 
ſee me there too by that Time. He was very ſorry 
for poor Speculiſt, tho', he ſaid, he had not behaved 
to him very handſomely ; and, being very curious 
to know my real Motives for going to the Ea/t- 
Indies, I related all my Misfortunes to him, at 
which he very tenderly ſympathiſed with me; and 

N attempted 
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attempted to ſpeak ſome encouraging Words of 
Comfort. Let me aſſure you, my Friend, ſays he, 
if ever you have any Occaſion, if you'll draw Bills 
on me, I'Il pay them at Sight, for any Sum of Mo- 
ney you may want, and here is my DireQion:;— 
To Col. Prim upon James River in Virginia,— 
for you muſt know I am a military Man too, and 
command in our Virginia Militia, and am alſo in 
the Commiſſion of the Peace for James, York, and 
Glouce/ter Counties. I thanked him for his Civili- 
ty, and then opened my Wardrobe, deſiring him to 
fit himſelf with what Cloaths he liked beſt amongſt 
them: He choſe a Suit of blue Cloth with a gold 
Lace, and took three of my Shirts, and ſome o- 
ther Neceſſaries of that Kind, having loſt all, but 
what he had on his Back, in the late Conflagration 
of his Ship. He offered to give me a- Bill to the 
Amount, but I refuſed it with Anger, and told him 
I'd truſt till we ſaw each other in England. The 
Winds not hanging very favourably for us, Cap- 
tain Social reſolved to touch at St. Vincent, one of 
the Cape de Verde Iſlands, which we ſafely reached; 


and in a very commodious Bay came to Anchor, 


mtending to purchaſe ſome additional live Stock, 
and get a Recruit of freſh Water to fill our empty 
Caſks. Here I took an Opportunity of writing to 
my Father and Mother, and all my good Friends 
in York/hire, and alſo to Mr. and Mrs. Bellair and 


Miſs Sutey; all which, with proper Directions and 


Ul Inſtructions, 
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Iaſtructions, I confided to the Cuſtody of Mr. 
Prim, We ſpent our Time very agreeably, often 
taking Trips to the Shore, and our New Comrades 
being all as agreeable as ourſelves, we led a Life 
that was really to be envied. I ſhall not take up 
my Reader's Time in a Deſcription of thoſe Iſlands 
which are ſo well known, and of which ſuch ample 
Relations are given in Books of Voyages, which 
may juſtify ſuch Omiſſions in the future Courſe of 
my Adventures, 

When we had laid here about two Days, a large 
Ship came in, which Captain Clements knew to be 
a Ship he had left in Virginia, commanded by Cap- 
tain Cable; and Prim, he, and myſelf, with two or 
three more of our Company, went on Board her, 
and found that moſt Part of the Cargo had been 
ſhipped by Mr. Prim's Overſeer, and was conſign- 
ed to Mr. Ferguſon, a Merchant at Glaſgow, on 
his Account, The Captain was glad to ſee his 
Freighter, and ſoon agreed to take him, Captain 
Clements, and the Crew of his Ship on Board, and 
to carry them to that Port; Mr. Prim engaging 
to pay what was thought due, over and above 
their working their Paſſage. We were entertain- 


ed very nobly on Board, and ſoon after Prim and 


his Ship's Company removed to Captain Cable's 
Ship, giving Capt. Social an Indemnification for 
their Stay on Board of him. Two of the Hands, 
being willing, were entertained on Board the Ha/t- 
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tings, and agreed to go to the Indies with Captain 


Sactal, 

I ſtayed with Prim in the Veſſel he was going 
Home in, and, in a Day or two after he had left 
us, all the Gentlemen on Board the Haflings were 
invited to an Entertainment on Board the York, 
where we were regaled with the beſt the Ship could 
afford, and Prim was never tired with Captain 
Clements, of paying their Acknowledgments to 
us; we had our Muſic with us, and ſpent the Day 
in a moſt agreeable Manner, making an Entertain- 
ment of the ſame Sort next Day for them in the 
Haſtings ; and Prim got a Pipe of Madeira, and 
ſome other Refreſhments, which he beſtowed as a 
Preſent on the Crew of the Ship, in Return for 
the Civilities they had ſhewn to his People, He 
alſo would inſiſt upon increafing our Stores out of 
the York, which was extremely well provided for 
her Voyage to Scotland. 

Both Ships having taken in what they had Occa- 
fion for at St. Vincent, and the Wind ſerving to 
turn out of the Bay, we both weighed, after 
taking Leave of each other in the moſt affeCtionate 
Manner; Prim and myſelf being almoſt melted 
into Fears at Parting. He would make me accept 
of a Diamond Ring, as a Token of his Love, 
which I returned by a Preſent of the like K ind; and, 
having a very fine Gold Repeating Watch, he In- 
Glled upon making Captain Social a Preſent * 

ol 


of Jon TmomesSONn.. 1239 


for all Favouts; and he alſo made ſome very pretty 
Acknowledgments to the other Gentlemen of our 
Meſs. 

We both got out to Sea, and ſaluted each other 
with our Guas, and three Cheers, and their Ship 
was ſoon out of Sight. 

It gave me extreme Sati sfaction, that I had met 
with ſuch an Opportunity of writing to my dear 
Friends in England, which I knew would in ſome 
Meaſure eaſe them of their Anxiety for my Web 
fare. 


CHAP. XLVI. 
They are in Danger from a Water Spout.— He 
is ſaved from great Peril by bis Servant.— 
Captain Social dies. They are driven by a 
Storm to the Southward, —1n great Diſtreſs. 
— They meet with Land.—Bear up to the 
Cape of Good Hope.—Refit their Veſſel, 
I proceed on thor Voyage. | 


HIS Meetiog with Prim ſpread an Eaſe and 
Calm over my Mind, that was very ſalutary 
to-me ; and no one, that has not been long and te- 
dious Voyages, can imagine how agreeable it is 
at 2 great Diſtance from Home to meet with a 
Friend. 
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Friend or a Countryman ; you ſeem then to be en- 
joying all you have left behind you, and ſuch an 
Interview ſtores you with a Number of pleaſing I. 
deas and Remembrances that ſoften and leſſen all 
the Fatigues you undergo. We touched at S.. 
Helena, where we continued only two Days, and 
then run away for the Latitude of the Cape; but 
we were ſurpriſed one Morning with the Sight of 
what the Seamen call a Water Spout, and the more 
ſo, as they are not very frequent on this Side the 
Cape; for my Part I regarded it as a curious In- 
ſtance of the Wonders of Nature, but did not in- 
dulge my Delight ſo far as not to be apprehenſive of 
ſome Danger: We were ſo near, that we could 
ſee the Water aſcend thro? this Column of Air, and 
were obliged to tack, to avoid any ilConſequences. 
that might ariſe from, its breaking, which,, at the 
Diſcharge of a Swivel, it did, curling the Ocean 
with a white Foam, as far as Eye could reach. It 
was very merry to hear the ſuperſtitious Reaſon. 
ings of the Sailors upon this Phænomenon; I look- 
ed upon it as one of thoſe natural Events, that il- 
luſtrate and demonſtrate the Truth of the new Phi- 
loſophy. I was attentively viewing its Diſappear- 
ance, and for that Purpoſe had'ſtretched myſelf fur- 
ther than ordinary out of one of the Cabbin Win- 
dows, when the Ship ſent an Head fo violently, that 
I was ſuddenly caſt out a Prey to the Waves: I be- 
fred myſelf, after the firſt Surprize was over, and: 


began 
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began to ſwim after the Veſſel, which made con - 
ſiderable Way, and was in the utmoſt Terror, as 
I happened to be the only one in the Cabbin, at 
the Thought of being left by them; but luckily 
Truman, my Man, caſting his Eyes abroad, diſ- 
covered me ſtruggling with the Billows, and mak- 
ing what Efforts I could to raiſe my Head above 
Water, in ſuch a Manner as to be perceived: He 
knew me, and, telling the next Perſon to him of 
what he had ſeen, immediately jumped over Board 
to my Aſſiſtance. He was an excellent Swimmer, 
and ſoon came up to me, where I was almoſt ſpent 
with Labour and overcome with Deſpair ; and, ſlip- 
ping under me, ſupported me on his Back, till, the 
Ship being ſufficiently now alarmed, the Sails were 
backed, a Boat put out, and we were taken up 
more dead than alive, and carried on Board. We 
ſoon came to ourſelves, and every one congratulat- 
ed my Deliverance ; and I was fo ſtruck with this 
Action of Truman's, that I thought I could not ac- 
knowledge his Affection and Attachment too 
much ; and from this Time I gave him a more re- 
ſpectful Treatment, made him Superintendent of 
all my Affairs, and, finding him a Man of as good 
an Head as he had an Heart, I ſeldom reſolved on 
any Thing, without firſt aſking him his Advice; 
and by this faithful Servant T reaped many Advan- 
tages, as will be perceived in the following Part of 
my Adventures, Poor Captain Social was attack- 

ed, 
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ed, about this Time, with the Gout in his Sto“ 
mach, which he had for a Series of Years been afflicded 
with, in ſo violent a Manner, that, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Aſſiſtance of our Surgeon, a Paroxyſm 
carried bim off, to the great Regret of every body 
on Board, as he was truly an excellent Seaman, a 
vigilant Commander, and a Gentleman of great 
good Temper and Humanity, He was ſucceeded 
in the Command of the Haffings, by Mr. Bentley, 
our firſt Mate, whoſe good Qualities could alone 
conſule us for our Loſs. The Death of our Cap- 
tain was followed by a violent Storm, which met 
us in Longitude 10. Weſt, and Latitude 30. N. 
South, and continued without Intermiſſion for 14 


Days; ſo that, our People being all jaded and tired, 


our Ship tried an Hull, and drove at the Mercy of 
Winds and Waves, and, by our Reckonings, far to 
the South of our true Courſe. It was now I be- 
gan to conceive and feel the Miſeries and Hard- 
ſhips of a Sea+faring Life, and ſor moſt Part of the 
Time, as we could light no Fires, we were forced 
to content ourſelves with Biſcuit, and ſuch cold 
Stores, as we had by us, to ſatisfy our Hunger; be- 
ing alſo forced to keep cloſe in our Cabbins, for the 
moſt experienced Seamen -could very difficultly 
ſtand the Deck. The tenth Day, whilſt the Waves 
rolled over us, and burſt upon us with a Fury that 
made us apprehend every Minute we ſhould foun- 


der, our Foremaſt was brought by the Board, and 
I it 
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it was with Difficulty we cleared ourſelves of her, 
Time enough to prevent the Damage we feared it 
would do us; and we had no ſooner got over that 
Diſtreſs, than one of our Guns of the lower Tier 
broke looſe, and we were apprehenſive ſne would 
by her forceful Sallies break thro' the Ship's Sides 3 
in ſhort, we were all Confuſion, but the Captain, 
who, with a commendable Preſence of Mind, or- 
dered up all the Hammocks and Bedding, and ſo 
providentially chocked her up, that we found the 
Danger quite over. When the Storm, in ſome Mea» 
ſure, ſubſided, we found ourſelves in Latitude 50%, 
and ſome Minutes, South, and as near as we could 
gueſs, in Longitude 118 15, Eaſt of the Meridian 
of Londen, in the vaſt and unploughed Southern 
Ocean; and, a Calm ſucceeding of many Days, 
our Water grew ſo fcanty, that we were reduced 
to half a Pint a Day; and, to add to our Calamity, 
above half the Ship's Crew were eaten up with the 
Scurvy, and our freſh Proviſions were ſo low, 
that what we ſpared to them, was not ſufficient 
to be of much Service in that dreadful Diſtemper z 
but how ſurpriſed were we one Morning, when a 
Man at the Maſt- head cried out, Land! Land 
and ſounding, we found fifty Fathom Water: 
We were at a Loſs to imagine what Land this 
could be, which bore from us South-eaſt, till 
Mr. Bentley, in one of his Charts, found a Cape, 
which was there called Cape Circumciſion, and 

Was 
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was a very late Diſcovery. I muſt own, juſt at 
that Moment, I was in Hopes our Commander 
would ſend a Boat to diſcover the Coaſt, but, 3 
ſoutherly Wind ſpringing up, he took the Advan- 


tage of it, and ſtood away to the North-weſtward, 


which Courſe in a few Days brought us ſafely into 
Saldana Bay, at the Cape of Good Fiope, to our in- 
expreſſible Joy and Satisfaction. Here our Men 
were ſoon recovered of their Toil and Illneſs, and 
1 received great Pleaſure in viewing the fine Settle- 


ments of the induſtrious Dutch, at the Cape, who 


have made a Paradiſe of the Country the Engliþ 
deſpiſed, and all other Nations looked upon with 
the utmoſt Diſtaſte. The Natives themſelves, 
who ſeemed! hardened to all the Maxims of hu- 
man Creatures, now, under their Government, 
begin to aſſociate together and form Societies; that 
are a plain Proof the wildeſt Natures may be cul- 
tivated, if proper Methods are employed, We lay 
here near three Weeks, and, having taken in 
proper Proviſions and Refreſhments for the further 
Part of our Voyage, we weighed, with one French 
and two Dutch Ships in Company, and with a fine 
Gale, and delightful Weather, doubled this fa- 
mous Promontory, and entered the Indian Ocean. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

They are obliged to put into the Iſland of Java, 
ail from thence, and arrive at Fort St. 
George, on the Coaſt of Coromandel. He 
is well received. Falls ill. Recovers, and 
applies himſelf affiduouſly to the Duties of 

| his Profeſſion. —Receives Letters from Eng- 


land. | - 


E purſued our Voyage thro* this delightful 
Sea for ſeveral Days, with all the Succeſs 
we could deſire, and methinks nothing can equal 
the Pleaſure we experienced : Still quiet Gales fil- 
led our ſteady Sails, the Veſſel gently gliding thro' 


the Wayes ; and, if the Heat was almoſt intolera- 
ble, we were compenſated, by having little elſe 
to do than to look Abroad, and ſurvey the fine 
Skies, and the ſmooth Face of the Ocean, curled 
, into meandring Forms by the ſliding Keel. An in- 
, finite Number of Sheerwaters, and other Birds of 
a the aquatic Kind, attended our Progreſs ; the timo · 


tous flying Fiſh, purſued by the devouring Albicores, 
now and then ſkimmed over us, whilſt the ſportive 
Por poiſe, tumbling with uncouth Poſtures, baſked 
every now and then on the Surface of the Waters. 
This Weather did not however continue a great 
while, and was followed by a ſmarter Gale at 
\ {77 H | North 
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North- eaſt than we could well expect; fo that we 
were driven a great Way to Leeward, and our Cap. 
tain thought it adviſeable to try to ſtretch over, ei- 
ther to fall in with the Iſland of Sumatra or Java; 
which laſt we ſafely reached, and anchored in the 
Port of Batavia, the Capital of the Dutch Empire 
in this Part of the World ; where we were viſited 
{ by the proper Officers, who continued on Board 
{ of us to prevent any illicit Trade, as few of our 
outward bound Indiamen ever touch at their Set- 
tlements in this Country, However, conſidering 
Dutch Craft and Policy, we were tolerably well 
uſed, permitted to buy ſuch Things as were neceſ- 
ſary for us, and to go on Shore. Nothing is a great- 1 
er Proof of the Opulence of their Company, and U 
their Power in the Eaſt Indies, than this City, I 
which has in it all the Conveniencies and Pleaſures b 
this Part of the World can afford; and it is ſut- 9 
priſing to what an Height they have raiſed them. to 
ſelves by Perſeverance and abſolute Induſtry, in 4 
ſuch a few-Years, as thoſe ſince they applied them - ;, 
ſelves ſo indefatigably to this Trade. The Dutch * 
Governor General lives like a Prince, and exact; 1 
and receives more Homage than the States General I pu 
themſelves do from their Subjects in Europe. We WM th; 
lay here only three Days and an half, and then put to co 
Sea with the Wind at 8. V. which ſtill ſhifting more I „it 
ſavourably, we entered the Harbour of Fort $t. George, ¶ ces 
afier a tedious and fatiguing Voyage of near ſeren I due 
249 Ä 3 Months, 
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Months, ſaluting the Fort, which was returned by the 
like Compliment. We landed the next Day, and 
waited on the Governor, by whom we were very po- 
litely received; and I was alſo viſited and congta- 
tulated on my Arrival by the reſt of the Gentle- 
: men and Factors of the Place, which much exceed. 
ed the Ideas I had entertained of it. Fort St. George 

is a very handſome ſtrong Building, but fadly fi- 
r tuated, the Soil being very ſandy and dry, fo that all 
5 Roots and Herbs are brought to Perfection with a 


8 great deal of Trouble. The Sea rolls very impetu- 
I ouſly upon the Shore, and more ſo than on any other 
. Place on the Coaſt of Coromandel. The white or Eu- 
t- ropean Town has two Churches, one for the Englifh, 


id the other for the Roman Catholicks; T hired a Lodg- 
If ing in what they call the Old College, which was 
es but a ſooty Kind of Dwelling: but I found many 
* other Gentlemen Factors there, which made me 
n. tolerably eaſy. It is governed by a Mayor and A- 
in drman, The black Town is inhabited by Gen- 
N- tows, Mahometans, Armenians, and Portugueſe, 
teh and has Temples and Churches for each Religion. 
i W The Company have a Mint, and there are ſeveral 
ral WO Public Schools in the Town. The Governor is 
the ſupreme Magiſtrate, and has a Council, 
compoſed generally of Factors and Merchants, 
with whom he conſults on the Company's Con- 
cerns. The Colony has very little of its own Pro- 
duce or Manuſactures, for Foreign Markets; and 
H 2 the 
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the Trade is principally in the Hands of the Arme. 
nians and Jews, the Engliſh being greatly employed 
in Ship-building. There are ſuppoſed to be 80,000 
Inhabitants in the Towns and Villages, under the 
Company's Juriſdiction; and there are about 500 
Engliſh amongſt them, as Gentlemen, Merchants, 
Seamen, and Soldiers, People enjoy a great 
Share of Health here, and look briſk and ruddy; 
the Heats in Summer being the greateſt Trouble 
and Inconvenience they labour under; but that (el. 
dom laſts above four or five Hours a Day, when 
the Sea Breeze comes on, and revives the drooping 
Spirits of the panting Inhabitants. The Governor 
has an handſome Country-ſeat, with good Gardens, 
a Bowling-green, a Teal-pond, and other agreeable 
Curioſities. He is attended by a Guard of Engliþ 
Soldiers, when ever he goes Abroad; and lives in 
Princely State and Grandeur. So much for Deſerip- 
tion, which is a little beſide my Deſign; but J 
thought I could not excuſe myſelf from faying 
ſomewhat of a Place in which I ſpent ſome Years 
of my Life, and laid the Founcation of my pre- 
ſent Happineſs. 

Soon after my Arrival, I had the Misfortune to 
be taken ill, with a violent Fever, peculiar to the 
Climate, which held me a conſiderable Time, and 
brought me almoſt to Death's Door; but the Care 
of my Phyſician, who was the Surgeon of the Hall. 


ings, a very worthy and ingenious Man, and {kil- 
7 ful 
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ful in either Profeſſion ; and the conſtant, affectio- 
nate Attendance of Truman, together with the 
Strength of my Conſtitution, overcame my Diſor- 
der; and, as ſoon as I was well, I applied myſelf, 
with all the Aſſiduity I was capable of, to make 
myſelf Maſter of the Manner of Trade in theſe 
Countries, and the Nature of the Buſineſs I was to 
tranſact ; in which I was very much aſſiſted by Mr. 
William Saris, another Factor, who had ſome Time 
reſided there, and was nearly of my own Age and 
Temper, with whom I contracted a very intimate 
and cloſe Friendfhip ; ſo that I ſoon began to move 
about in the Sphere Fortune”had allotted me to, 
with becoming Spirit and Induſtry; and was uni- 
verſally careſſed by both Superiors and Equals. ' I 
had, in a Month after my Arrival, the Pleaſure of 
Letters from my Father, and other Friends in 
England, by a Ship that failed a Fortnight after 
us, which indeed gave me no Account of any 
Thing that had happened extraordinary ; but was 
a pleaſing Proof of my Friends Punctuality in 
writing to me. 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 


He ſends Truman en à Trading Voyage. — Re. 
cerves great Advantages from it. — Sends bin 

lo the Diamond Mines. — I ordered on the 
Company's Aﬀairs to Surat. — Executes his 
Commiſſion with Succeſs. — Is ordered up 10 
Hughly.— In great Danger and Diſtreſs on 
the land of Sagar, —Providentially relieved. 
— Returns to Fort St. George. 


Was near three Months in the Country before [ 
A ventured to turn what Money I brought with 
me, which was between 3 and 4cool. of my own 
and Mr. Goodwill's, to any Advantage; in all which 
Time, however, I endeavoured to improve, by the 
Experience I acquired, from Obſervation and Con- 
verfe, particularly with my Friend Saris; and as | 
was willing to avoid any Imputation of preferring 
my own Intereſt before that of the Company, or 
indeed of interfering in private Trade, I kept Tru- 
man about me, in the Nature of a Friend, who had 
come to improve his Fortune, and at length de- 
termined to provide him with a Cargo, and ſend 
him in one of the Country Ships on a trading 
Voyage, to the Coaſt of Perſia; and Saris, allo 
wanting to be concerned, he advanced a proper 


Cargo; and, for Truman's better Incouragement, 
who 


—_ = =» 
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who was a Man of Solidity and good Senſe, we 
agreed to pay him a certain Sum for Agency; and 
I advanced him 200. to riſque on his-own Ac- 
count; ſo, giving him proper Inſtructions, we ſent 
him away. He was five Months in executing his 
Commiſſion, which he did with great Dexterity 
and equal Fidelity. The Wines, and other Re- 
turns, he brought, were diſpoſed of to ſuch Ad- 
vantage, that I found myſelf near 1000 J. Gainer; 
and Mr. Saris was upwards of 300 Rupees the 
better. His own Venture procured double, and 
he paid me the 200 l. having with his Agency 
cleared near 300 l. Sterling; which gave me in- 
finite Pleaſure, as I was reſolved, if poſſible, to 
mike his Fortune, before he left the Indies, with 
me; and he had ſhewed himſelf ſo much a Man of 
Spirit and Genius in this Affair, that, afterwards, 
both myſelf and Saris approved of any Thing he 
propoſed for our Profit, and never found ourſelves 
deceived. He was ſoon aſter quite enamoured of a 
Scheme he had formed of making a Tour to the 
Diamond Mines, which we accordingly furniſhed 
him properly for, and underſtood, by a Letter we 
received from him a Fortnight after his Departure, 
that he had hired ſo many Covets of Ground, in- 
cloſed it, and had begun to dig, as is the Cuſtom, 
ſurrounded by the King of Golconda's Centinels, 
who challenges all Stones, of above 60 Grains, as 
8 1 ; ” H 4 his 
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his own, the Adventurer having all the reſt he 
finds. 

We entertained great Hopes from the good For. 
tune that we generally found attended Truman, 
that this Expedition would turn very much to Ac- 


count; but, before we heard again, I was ordered 


on my Employers Affairs, to tranſat ſome Bu- 
ſineſs at Surat; and was obliged to go over Land 
to that City; which gave me great Pleaſure, as [ 
wanted to ſatisfy my Curioſity in viſiting the in- 
terior Parts of the Country. The Goods I had 
with me were loaded on Oxen, an Ox being 
able to carry between three and four hundred 
Weight; and for myſelf, as ſoon as I came to 
Maſſulipatan, I hired a Palanguin, or little Coach, 
with Balluſtres about it; it had a Covering of Sat- 
tin; a Slave attends to manage the Covering, ac- 


cording to the Traveller's Poſition, as to the Sun; 
and another carried a Targot, or Fan of Oſiers, 


covered with Stuff, to keep off its Heat; it is car- 
ried by three or four Men on their Shoulders, who 


go as ſwift as the Chairmen in England do with a 
Sedan, from being brought up to the laborious 


Exerciſe from their Youth. They are paid at the 
Rate of five golden Rupees per Month, for each 
Man; but if they continue with you, after a limi- 
ted Time, they will increaſe the Price. I was 
very well provided with Proviſions; for in the 


Banjan Towns we had Flour, Rice, Milk, and 
| ſuch. 
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ſuch other Food; and in thoſe of the Mabome- 
tans, Mutton, Fowls, and Pigeons; and, as the 
Heat of the Sun was exceſſive, I generally con- 
trived to travel after Sun-ſet, and lie by in the moſt 
ſultry Part of the Day ; by which I preſerved my- 
ſelf from Illneſs, for I found my Spirits greatly jaded 
and fatigued, by the exceſſive Warmth of the Cli- 
mate, They meaſure their Diſtances by Leagues, 
or by a Meaſure they call Gs, which is equal to 
four, Leagues of ours, I arrived at Golconda in about 
a Fortnight, which is a very large City, under its 
own Monarch, who is tributary to the Great Mo- 
zul. I ſaw this potent Prince, who can raiſe an 
Army of 600,000 Men; and what I moſt admired 
about him, was a Diamond, of above half a Foot 
long, upon the Crovn of his Head: From Golconda 
] journied to /iſapour, which is above 300 Leagues 
diſtant from it, and from thence to Bicholly, and 
thence to the Portuzueſe Iſland of Goa, on which 
ſtands their famous City, the Capital of their Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and the Scene of ſo many brave and heroic 
Acts as were perſormed by the Albuquergues, and 
the reſt of thoſe great Men, that fiſt fixed then in 


this Part of the World ; but they are now dwindled. 


to a bare Shadow of what they formerly were, and 
are, at the ſame Time, the Scorn and Victims 
to the Cunning of every other Nation ſettled fince 
in the Indies. From Goa, after ſeeing every Thing 


that was eſteemed curious, partly by Land, and 
H 5 partly 
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partly by Water, I arrived at Surat, to my entire 
Content, after a Journey, which, tho? it gave me 
ſuch Opportunities as are very agreeable to a cu- 
rious and inquiſitive Man, yet almoſt tired me to 
Death. This is the only Port in the Mogu!'s Do- 
minions, and is inhabited by a promiſcuous Medley 
of Moguls, Perſians, Arabians, Turks, Perſees, or 
Gaurs, and Franks, or European Chriſtians, whoſe 
Number, however, is not very conſiderable, T 
was well received by the Engliſb Factory, and, 
after tranſacting the Buſineſs I came about, partook 
of the Diverſions and Amuſements of the Place, and 
made a thorough Inſpection into every Thing in 
Surat, and the Country adjacent. This City may 
be reckoned the great Mart of the Indies, and where 
all the Chineſe and European Commodities may be 
had in great Plenty. I took a Paſſage from hence 
to Bombay, the chief of our Forts on this Coaſt; 
and from thence failed in a Jonk to Fort St. George, 
where I arrived in about ten Weeks afterwards, 


giving a ſatisfactory Account of the Execution of 


my Commiſſion to the Governor, Soon after my 
Arrival, I was ordered on another Affair of Impor- 
tance, up to Hughly Factory, to which I departed 
in a ſmall Veſſel, with two or three Gentow Mari- 
ners. This Factory is fituated on a River of that 
Name, which is a Branch of the famous Gange.. 
hen Larrived at Fort William, after having deli- 
vered my Credentials, I was received into the Fac- 
tory 


1 
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tory in a very friendly Manner; and, notwithſtand- 
ing a good deal of Chicanery, and ill Uſage, from. 
ſome Perſons in Authority, I found Means to finiſh 
what I came about, with Honour; and alſo to do 
myſelf ſome private Services in the Way of Traf- 
fc, upon my own Bottom; and took my Depar-. 
ture, with Tokens of Reſpect from all the Gen- 
tlemen there. In coming down the River, I had 
a great Fancy to put into the Iſland Sagar, tho I 
had heard it was much infeſted with Tygers, who 
are very fierce, and the Seamen did all they could 
to perſuade me from it: However, we brought to, 
and, arming myſelf with a Matchet and Firelock, 
and ſeveral Charges of Powder and Ball, I left the 
Veſſel, and reſolutely determined to face any Dan- 
ger that might happen in the Gratification of my 
Curioſity; and the more ſo, as the Iſland is reckon- 
ed holy amongſt the Pagans, Numbers of Jou- 
gies going there, the latter End of every Year, to 
worſhip. The Iſland is full of Buſhes and Man- 
groves; and I was no ſooner on Shore, than my 
People rowed the Canoe out again, and ſtood over, 
full of Affright, to Rogues River, where I ſaw them 
come to Anchor. I was. not very well pleaſed at 
this; but, looking upon their Fear as a Piece of 
Superſtition, I advanced into the Iſland, and came, 
without Interruption, to a Savannah, about half 
a Mile from the Place I landed at, which was dry- 
and parched up; but I had no ſooner got over it, 
H 6 than,, 
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than, caſting my View forwards, I perceived no 
leſs than four glaring hery Eyes, directed towards 
me, thro' the Buſhes, and preſently concluded they 
were the Creatures I had heard fo much Talk of; 
nor had I Time for much Conſideration, for, ſetting 
'up an infernal How], they both made at me, with 
all the Fierceneſs their ſavage Natures and Hunger 
could inſpire. I muſt own I was greatly ſhocked 
and frightened, and had only juſt Preſence of Mind 
fufficient to recollect, that I had no Way to ſecure 
myſelf, if my Piece miſfed Fire; and as I could not 
have Time to charge again, if I did not diſpatch 
the remaining Beaſt with my Matchet. I had 
heard of wonderful Eſcapes made from wild Beaſts, 
by the Native Terror they feel in hearing the hu · 
man Voice elevated, and therefore I gave as loud a 
Shout as T could, and, at the ſame Time, fired my 
Piece, and, very providentially, ſhot one of my An- 
tagoniſts thro* the Head; the other ſtood ſome Time 
in a kind of Aſtoniſhment, at the Flaſh and Re- 
port of my Piece; but ſoon made a Spring at me, 
with redoubled Fury. If I was capable of indulg- 
ing any RefleCtion at this Time, it was to curſe my 
fooliſh Curioſity that brought me into ſuch im- 
minent Peril and Danger ;- and T really gave my- 
ſelf over for loſt: However, not to be wanting to 
my Defence, I gaie a forceable Stroke with my 
Matchet, and cut off one of the Brute's fore Feet; 
at which he ſet up ſuch a hideous Lell, that the 
 Ifand 
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YMand and Shore around reverberated back the 
Sound, which was continued by ſuch an Infinity 
of Echoes, that my Hair ſtood upright on my 
Head : He made a ſecond Spring, and, more lucky 
than the firſt Time, I clove him. down the Skull, 
and he fell, the black, inflamed Gore running from 
him in purple Streams. Immediately ſnatching 
vp my Muſquet, I made all the Haſte my Legs 
would permit me to thePlace I landed at; and, wav- 
ing my Handkerchief, the People took Notice of 
the Signal, and the Canoe came juſt Time enough 
to ſave me from a freſh Attack, Numbers of Ty- 
gers following us even into the Water, two of the 
foremoſt of which we diipatched with our Fire-Arms, 
[ looked upon what I had undergone, as a juſt 
Puniſhment for my Raſhneſs, and determined, for 
the future, never to hazard myſelf in ſo idle and 
ridiculous a Manner. As ſoon as we got on Board, 
where they never expected to ſee me again, we 
ſtood into the Bay; and, after touching at Ballas 
ſore, Viſagipatan, and ſome other Factories, where 
I left ſome Diſpatches that were given me from 
Fort William, I ſafely landed with my Goods at 
Fort St. George, whence I had been longer abſent 
than it was ſuppoſed I ſhould be. My Friend Saris 
now adviſed that we ſhould leave our preſent Lodg- 
ing, and therefore, with the Governor's Leave, 
with whom I ſtood in high Favour, we took an 
Houſe in the white Town, and hired proper Ser- 
vants, 
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vants, reſolving to live together as long as we ſtaid 
in the Country. 


CHAP; XIIæ. 


T hey receive certain Advices from Truman, 
who deſires to be recalled. — He arrives with 
great Gains from the Mines. — Gives his Ma- 
ſter a very valuable Stone. — Method be takes 
to conceal it.— He receives more Letters from 
England. Their Contents. —I/rites to M. 
Goodwill for à particular Reaſon. 


TE had heard but once from Truman ſince he 
left us, which gave us ſome Pain, as fear- 
ing ſome Accident might have happened to him; 
but, juſt as we were going to diſpatch an Expreſs 
to ſee what was become of him, one of his Slaves 
arrived with the following Letter : 


Honoured S1R, 
HAVE been employed for you very much to 
the Purpoſe, and, tho' T have had my Health 
but badly, yet I need not be aſhamed of the Ac- 
quiſitions I have made; and therefore, if you think 
Þ have been long enough employed here, ſhould be 
glad of your Orders to return to Fort St. George. 


I have incloſed a Liſt of the moſt valuable Stones! 
| Et, | | met 
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met with, which are clear from all Deductions or 
Charges to the King or his Officers. I am at preſent” 
at Golconda, where I have alſo purchaſed ſome 
Stones; but I have a very particular Reaſon to de- 
fire my Recall, which I cannot truſt to this Letter, 
and am, after Compliments to Mr, Saris, 


Honoured SIR, 
Tur obliged, affeftionate, and faithful Servant, 


WIIL TRUMAN, 


By bis ſubjoined Liſt and Account, we had indeed: 
great Reaſon to be ſatisfied with his Pains, com- 
puting that he had gained on my Account to the 
Value of near Four thouſand Pounds, and above 
One Thouſand for Mr. Saris; ſo that, eager to ſee 
the honeſt Creature, I ſent him Orders to ſet out, 
as ſoon as they came to hand, ſending them by a 
truſty Servant of my own, who went along with 
his Meſſenger, and in- about three Weeks after- 
wards he arrived; but ſo altered by his Fatigues, 
and the Heats he had endured, that we hardly knew 
him. I careſſed him with the utmoſt Affection, 
for I really began to eſteem him. rather as a Bro- 
ther than any Thing elſe. He delivered to us our re- 
ſpective Quota's, mine amounting to ſeveral Pounds 
Weight of ſmall Stones, of divers Sizes, which I 
knew would turn to an extreme good Account, 
either here or in Europe, He had allo made a con- 

ſiderable 
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fiderable deal of Profit himſelf, ſo that he might 
now be ſaid to be pofleſſed in his own Right of lit- 
tle leſs than a Thouſand Pounds; and IT obliged him 


to accept of Two hundred Pounds, as Mr. Saris 


did of Fifty, in Recompence for his unwearied 


Pains and Diligence. The firſt Opportunity we 


had to be alone, we ſettled our particular Accounts, 
which I found juſtly and fairly ſtated and balan- 
ced; and then, ſmiling, he told me, that he had 
ſomewhat ſtill that was my Property, that he hoped 
would ſoon, with other Things, conduce to carry 
me from theſe uncomfortable Parts of the World; 
for, dear Sir, I can't help longing to fee my old 
Maſter and Miſtreſs, and our Friends in York/tirs, 
who, no doubt, are already impatient enough of 
your Abſence ; and, fo ſaying, he pulled out of a 
leathern Purſe, which was ſewed to the Waiſt- 
band of bis Breeches, a Diamond of a Size and 
Luſtre, that amazed me ſo much with its Bright- 
neſs, as for ſome Time robbed me of Speech; and 
at length, when I hugged him in my Arms, and 
'aſked bim by what good For une he got fo va- 
luable a Prize, he gave me the following Account: 
J was more than ordinary attentive, Sir, to in- 
ſpect all the Soil my Labourers removed, and for 
'that Purpoſe hardly gave myſelf even Time for 
Reſt; and being pretty generous of my Money, 
and what Proviſions and Refreſhments I had about 


ms, 
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me, to the King's Overſeers, as well as my own 
People ; they did not fo ſtrictly watch my Actions, 
as they did thoſe of other Undertakers: One Day I 
thought I perceived ſomewhat of a larger Bulk than 
ordinary ſhine thro* the Sand! but took no Notice, 
and, when all Eyes were employed another Way, I 
ſtooped, and put what I ſuſpeRed to be ſo valuable 
into my Pocket, and retiring to a Stream at a Di- 
ſtance, which was ſhaded by ſome Trees, and 
where I generally retired in the Heat of the Day, 
I examined, and found, amongſt a Cluſter of ſmall 
Stones, this very Diamond; I was fearful of a Diſ- 
covery, as it was of a Size far ſuperior to thoſe we 
were allowed to take away, and therefore immedi- 
ately ſewed it up again in my Breeches, in the Man- 
ner you have ſeen; and, thank God, brought it 
fafely away with me; and wiſh it was more valu- 
able than it is, that, by preſenting it to you, it 
might be a greater Inſtance of my Gratitude to 
your Family, and my Zeal and Affection in your 
Service. I made him a noble Prefent, and took it 
into my Cuſtody, we both, according to the beſt of 
our Sk ill, imagining it to be worth above'20,000 /. 


ſo that with what J had acquired otherwiſe, I might” 


be deemed a ſudden very rich Man. Our next Care 
was to contrive how to ſecure and conceal it from 
all Eyes till the Time when we could return to Eu- 
rope arrived, and, at laſt, Thit upon a Project of hol- 


my wa Heels of an ordinary Pair of Shoes, i n 
ſuch 


' 
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ſuch a Manner as to contain it in the Cavity under 
the upper Heel - piece; which we did ſo, that it was 
impoflible for any one to diſcover what had been 
done; and ſo cautious I was, that I determined to 
keep it a Secret, even to my Friend Saris himſelf, 
If the Thoughts of my deareſt Louiſa had not now, 
ever and anon, interyened, I ſhould have eſteemed 
myſelf a very happy Man; but whenever her Re. 
membrance croſſed my Mind, as it frequently 
would, all the Acquiſitions I made were Matters of 
Grief to me, as I was ſure I could never enjoy them 
with my lovely, charming Maid, now no more an 
Inhabitant of theſe mortal Regions of Miſery, If 
I had any Satisfaction in the View of being return- 
ed to England in Wealth and Splendor, it flowed 
from the Regard, I had to my Parents Gratification, 
the Joy of my Friends, and ae, the Indi- 
gent and Unhappr. 
We had been ſettled here 1 3 and, tho 

I took Care to write Home by every Conveyance, 
yet I had received no Return, which gave me the 
moſt touching Pain and Uneaſineſs; for I looked 
upon the Advices I had received at my firſt Arrival, 
as of no great Importance, being diſpatched ſo 
foon after my Departure, I knew the Punctualiiy 
of my Friends too well to doubt their writing to 
me by every Opportunity that offered, and there- 
fore, unleſs Death or Sickneſs had happened, I was 

ſenſible their Letters muſt ſome how or other have 
al miſcar- 
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miſcarried. In ſhort, the Concern I was under 
gave me no reſt ; and Truman was almoſt as much 
grieved as myſelf, for he had as much Love for 
my Father and Mother, as if they had really been 
his own. Whilſt we were in this Deſpondency, 
the Arrival of a Ship from England cheared our 
Hearts, bringing us Letters of a very freſh Date, 
from all the Perſons I fo dearly loved. They men- 
tioned their having wrote often before, ſo that 1 
concluded they had ſent by Ships bound to other 
Parts of Aſia, and that the Letters might miſcarry 
in the Country Veſſels they were ſent to me in, or 
in the Carriage over Land, My Father, Mother, 
and all my Friends' were in Health, for which I 
returned ſincere Thanks to the Almighty ; and my 
Friend Mr. Diaper, to my great Joy, had been 
Home from two Voyages, and was then gone out 
vpon his Third, and had acquired a very conſiderable 
Fortune, He was to the laſt Degree ſurpriſed to 
hear, that I was gone to the ſame Part of the 
World he came from, and tenderly concerned 
that the Diſtance of the Scene of his Voyages 
from the Place I was ſettled at rendered a Correſ- 
pondence' or Interview impoſſible, unleſs by meer 
Accident. His lovely Miſtreſs and her Family 
were well, and, at his Return from his preſent 
Voyage, he intended to ſettle in England, and 
enter into the happy Union Ht had ſo long ſighed 
after: All theſe Particulars I received in a Letter 
21 | from 
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from old Mr, Diaper, and Prig gave me a long 
Account of Prim's Behaviour in Yorkſhire, where 
he came down with my Letters, and to fee him, 
and gave them the greateſt Satisfaction in the Know. 
ledge of his having ſeen me and brought Tidings 
from me. He had carried himſelf, whilſt in Eng- 
land, with ſo much Honour and Generoſity, as to 
wipe out all Suggeſtions to his Prejudice, and to gain 
the Love of my Father, and all he converſed with; 
and they expected him, by every Ship that came 
from Virginia, with his Family, to ſettle there. I 
took the Opportunity, upon the Return of the Ship 
that brought thoſe Letters, to write Anſwers to 
them, and particularly wrote to Mr. Goadtvill, to 
get me an Order from the Directors to come Home, 
whenever it ſuited my Inclination or Deſires ; for, 
by the Time I ſhould receive it, I did not doubt 
but I ſhould be eagerly fond of returning to my na- 
tive Country, after which Iſent many a rending Sigh, 
that came fromthe Bottom of my Heart, crying often, 
in the Height of my paſſionate Remembrances, . 
Ah, may I yet reviſit thee once more J 


Once more ſurvey thy Thames unequal'd Towers ! 


Or thro' thy fruitful Vales tranſported ſtray: 
Boſh under thoſe lid Shades I us'd to haunt, 

Secure from ſcorching Heats, benumbing Dews, 

And all th' inclement Rage of Eaſtern Sies 

— But, ah! Louiſa, thou art ever fled, 


And ** returns nat to this tortur d Breaſt ! 
CH A 2 
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He has farther good. Fortune. —Obſerves the 
ſettled Melancholy of Mr. Saris. —Endea- 
vours to ſooth his Diſguiet. — Diſcovers ſome- 
what of the Cauſe of his Afliction.— Ne in- 
duces him to relate his unhappy Story. 


EVERAL Things I, after this Adventure 
of the Diamond Mines, undertook, with the 
Aſſiſtance of Truman, had a like good Succeſs, fo 
that, at the End of five Years, I found myſelf worth 
above 35,000/. ſuppoſing my great Jewel to be 
worth no more than 15,000/, which was the low- 
eſt Value I could put upon it; and all this Succeſs 
accrued to us without ſubjecting me to Envy, or 
Reproach, ſeeing I took all the Care in the World 
to merit every body's Eſteem, and to execute 
faithfully the Orders of my Principals. Truman 
was looked upon as a Relation of mine, and moſt 
of our Riches were ſuppoſed to belong to him, 
which Opinion we did all in our Power to keep up. 
As to Mr. Saris, he had brought but a ſmall For- 
tune with him; but had, however, by the Oppor- 
tunities my Money gave him of good Markets, rai- 
ſed it to 11,0007. and, as to Truman, he had of his 
own above 2, 500 l. which he looked upon as ſuf- 
ficient for him to live happily upon the Remainder 
of 
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of his Days: In ſhort, we all thought ourſelves 
very happy, and were, unlike the Generality of 
Merchants, content, nor deſired by ſtill accumu- 
lating more Money to tempt Fortune too far, and 
bring upon ourſelves a Reverſe of Luck, which, 
could we get ſafely to Europe, we thought our- 
ſelves out of the Power of. Mr. Saris and myſelf 


lived in.the utmoſt Harmony, and were compli- 


mented with the Epithet of the Brother Factors; 
and I muſt own his Temper was ſo amiable, 
his Notions of Things ſo juſt, and his Actions fo 
diſintereſted and honourable, that I felt for him as 
great an Affection as I had ever done for any Man 
but my Friend Draper, whom I could not help 
fancying he was very much like; but it gave me 
ſome Uneaſineſs to perceive, as I had conſtantly 
done, a Gloom and Melancholy ſpread over his 
Countenance, that for my Life I had not been a- 
ble to fathom the Meaning of: He diſliked much 
Company, and ſhewed a Diſtaſte at being amongſt 
the Ladies, which, tho' it humoured my Diſpoſition, 
yet I could not imagine he had the ſame Motives 
for that I had. I uſed all the Art I was Maſter of 
to diſſipate this Chagrine, and, that failing, did all I 
could to learn the Occaſion of it: To engage him 
to diſcloſe himſelf, at Times I gave him my 
own Hiſtory, at the Recital of which, he expreſ- 
ſed a great deal of Concern, but ſtill continued ſi- 
lent, as to what aftected himſelf, We frequently 
7 NS diverted 
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diverted ourſelves, according to the Cuſtom of the 
Place, in viſiting our Neighbours, and going A- 
broad in the Country in our Palanguins; ſome- 
times our Books, of which, as I obſerved before, 
] had a large Collection, made our Entertainment 
at Home in our vacant Hours, and at other Times 
Muſic or Back-gammon killed our tedious Mo- 
ments. A briſk young Lady, the Widow of an 
Engliſh Merchant, and very rich, fell in Love 
with Saris; and it was a great Surpriſe to me and 
every one, conſidering that People here ſtick at no- 
thing to make their Fortunes, to ſee this young 
Gentleman not only cold upon the Occaſion, but, 
when a Propoſal of Marriage was made to him, 
he abſolutely, tho' genteelly, refuſed the Offer, I 


thought it ſo much to his Advantage, that I ſhould 


be wanting to Friendſhip, if I did not do all I could 
to perſuade him into it ; but, with a Sigh, he told 
me, if 1 knew the Reaſons he had never more to 
think of the Sex, I would excuſe him ; and, to free 
bimſelf from my Importunities, he one Evening 
told me, he could no longer refuſe to gratiſy my 
Curioſity by a Detail of his Story, how much ſo- 
ever he might ſuffer in the Recital, and, without 
waiting my Reply, began thus: 
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The STORY of Mr. SARIS; 


ks,  - 


The Unhappy H uſband. 3 Cruel 
F ather-in-Law'. HT | 


J HEN I reflect on the Ills [ bias ſuffered, 

in the few: Years I have ſeen of Life, it 
amazes me, that I have ſupported myſelf from 
Death or Diſtraction; for I can't forbear to exclaim, 
that ſure, of all Men, I am the moſt unhappy, I 
am a Native of the Kingdom of Ireland, and my 
true Name is not Saris, but Fitzgerald; having 
altered it, when I left that Country, that the Re- 
petition of it might not adminiſter to the Remem- 
brance of my Misfortunes. My Mother, who was 
reckoned a Beauty, was of a very illuſtrious Family, 
in the County of Cavan, but was baſely betrayed 
by a Promiſe of Marriage from a Nobleman of 
diſtinguiſhed Rank ; and I was the unhappy Fruit 
of an Amour, of which ſhe repented to her dying 


Hour, She had an independent Fortune, and 
therefore the Falſeneſs of her Lover, who baſely 


married another, ſoon after I was born, did not ſub- 


ject her to the Frowns or ill Uſage of her Friends 


and Relations; and ſhe was ſo privately delivered 
of me, at a Farm-houſe in a diſtant County, that 


the Secret of her Miſcarriage was known to very 
few 
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few. She reſiſled all the Overtures of altering her 
Condition after this, tho* many very advantageous 
Propoſals were made her; often telling thoſe that 
were in her Confidence, that, tho' the Wretch, 
who had wronged her, had acted fo meanly, ſhe 
ſtill thought berſelf married in the Sight of Heaven, 
and would never violate thoſe Engagements. She 
ſolely applied herſelf to my Education; and her 
extreme Fondneſs for me was repaid by a like Af- 
fection, and ſuch Progreſs in all that I was put te 
learn, as gave her inconceivable Delight. She 
was a Woman of a noble and generous Soul, and 
would never hear her Betrayer mentioned; and ſtu- 
diouſſy avoided every Place it was likely to ſee him 
in: To me ſhe never made a Secret of my Birth, 
telling me, that I muſt make Amends for my Mo- 
ther's Folly, by acquiring worthy, and honourable 


Sentiments, and, qualifying myſelf to ſerve Man- 


kind, wipe out the vulgar Prejudices they might 
imbibe, which would, no doubt, level their Force 
againſt me. My Father, whom I was never per- 
mitted to ſee, died when I was ten Years old, leav- 
ing to a Son, by his ſecond Marriage, for ſo I muſt call 


it, bis Title and Eftates, ſubject to an Annuity of 


4001. a Year, payable to my Mother, as an Ex- 
piation of his Crime, and a Token of his'Repent- 
ance, for ſo he expreſſed it in the Will he left be- 
hind him, and to me 2000/, My Mother was fo 
ſtruck with this Inſtance of his Regard, that ſhe for- 

V oh, Il. I got 
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got bis Faults,” and mourned his Death, as if ſhe 
had been his Widow; and, tho? ſhe lived till I was 
ſixteen, yet ſhe carried a Load at her Heart, that 
threw her into-a deep Conſumption, and, in fine, 
catried her off, to my exceſſive Regret, in the 
25th Year of her Age, leaving me in the Guar- 
dianſhip of Sir Thomas Bourk, with an Eſtate of 


Joo l. per Annum, and the 2000 J. I have before 


mentioned. I went to live with that Gentleman, 
will I was properly qualified for the Univerſity, and 
then went to purſue my Studies at Trinity College 


in Dublin, where I remained till my 2oth Year, 


and made no ſmall Improvement in Letters: From 
thenee I went to reſide for ſome Time at Paris, 
where J learnt the Language, and all thoſe Exer- 
ciſes and Accompliſhments neceſſary to a young 
Gentleman, who would: puſh his Fortune in the 
World; and returned at the End ef a Twelve. 
month to my native Country. Sir Thomas recei- 
ved me with the utmoſt Kindneſs; and I determin- 
ed to ſtay with him till I had procured a Commiſſi- 
on in the Army, ſor that Way of Life my Ge- 
nius particularly led me. This Gentleman was a 
Widower of 50 Yearsof Age, well made; and, hav- 
ing always lived in the polite World, carried an 
Air of Diſtinction about him in every Thing he ſaid 
or did; and I thought myſelf intirely happy in his 
Converfation ; and he, on his Part, let me perceive 
that he had fot me the Affection of a Father. The 
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next Seat to ours was that of Mr. Many, a. 
Gentleman of quite a different Diſpoſition, a Brute 
by Nature, and whom mere Accident had given 
the Poſſeſſion of a large Eſtate to he was litigious 
and ſpiteſul, the Dread of his Neighbours, the 
Tyrant of his Tenants, and the Plague and For- 
mentor of his Family: His Raps, as the Peaſants 
are called in Ireland, hated him mortally; and, 
but for the Virtues of a lovely and charming 
Daughter, then in the 1 8th Year of her Age, he 
would have lived in a Deſart, none of his Neigh+ 
bours caring to ebnvenſe with him. This Lady 
bad all the Perfections of Body and Mind that 
could adorn the Sex; and ſuch a Fund of Charity 
and Humanity, that the whole Country rung her 
Praiſes, I had never ſeen her, tho my Curioſity 
was greatly excited by the Reports of her Beauty 


and good Senſe, but one Evening, as we were re» 


turning from Hunting, we met her going Home in 
a Chaiſe; and Sir Thomas giving me the Hint, who 
ſhe was, I regarded her with a! fixed Attention, 
and never took off my Eyes, till, alas h her Image 
had made too deep an Impreſſion on my Heart, 
ever to be removed. We complimented her, 
which ſhe returned in ſo engaging and complaiſang 
a Manner, and with ſuch a good-natured Conde - 
ſcenſion, that ſhe finiſhed her Conqueſt; and I re- 
turned Home fo. thoughtful and penſive, that Sir 
Ti N told oy gs It was proper I ſhould pay 

A. 2 a Viſit 
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a Viſit to Maloney, which would yield me a proper 
Antidote againſt the Charms of his Daughter. In 
a Word, after this, I had no Reſt, and was conti- 
nually propoſing Schemes to myſelf of being intro- 
duced to her again, when Sir Thomas informed me, 
that Maloney had very ill naturedly confined one of 
his Raps for purſuing the Game over his Manor; 
and told me he would make me his Agent, to 
bring him to Reaſon, by which J might have an 
Opportunity to ſee Miſs Jenny. I jumped at the 
Propoſal; and, receiving proper Inſtructions, ſet 
out on my Embaſly, Twas about a Mile from 
our Houſe ; and, when I came to the Gate, I knock- 
ed near a quarter of an Hour before any body an- 
ſwered me; at length a ſurly Fellow, preceded by 
a Maſtiff, who had not a worſe Look than himſelf, 
enquired my Buſineſs. I bid him acquaint his Maſ- 
ter, that I begged to ſee him, and that I had ſome- 
what to ſay to him from Sir Tham:s Bourk ; the Fel- 
low made not a Word of Reply, but, with a ſcoul- 
ing Look, retired into the Houſe, crying, as he 
went off, Here, Towſer, come along. In ſome 
Time after he came again, and, opening the Gate, 
told me, in the ſame ſurly Manner, That his Maſter 
was in the Parlour, and, if I wanted him, I muſt 
go that Way, directing me with a Nod of his Head, 
I entered the Houſe, and, ſeeing a Door open to my 
Right, went in, and found my Gentleman wrapped 
up in Flannels, having got a Fit of the Gout, and 

his 
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his ſweet Daughter working with her Needle, at 
the other End of the Room. So, I know your 
Buſineſs, he cried; and you may tell Sir Thomas 
that I'll purſue the Law; and, if I had been able, 
I'd have tied his Raſcal to a Tree, and ſhot him 
dead, for his Infolence ! He went on in this wild 
Manner, and never aſked me to fit down, nor 
would ſuffer me to put in a Word, till Miſs, riſing, 
brought me a Chair, and deſired me to repoſe my- 
ſelf. This Action, and the Sight of her Charms, 
quite tranſported me; ſo that I remained ſome 
Moments filently gazing upon her, which made 
her bluſh : At length I began to talk to her Father, 
in ſo mild and perſuaſive a Strain, that I overcame 
his brutal, ſavage Temper; and he promiſed me 
the Man ſhould be releaſed, and he would forgive 
him. This was a great Matter; but I fill wanted 
to ſtay longer, and commended the Situation of his 
Houſe, or, rather, Caſtle, in ſuch an inſinuating 
Manner, that he bid his Daughter ſhew me his Gar- 
dens, and every Thing elſe that was worth ſeeing, 
which ſhe readily obeyed him in. Indeed, this 
Creature had beftowed all that Art could yield on 
this delightful Spot; for ſo it appeared when I got 
into it; and, if regular Parterres, falling Caſcades, 
cooling Grottoes, and embowering Shades, could 
render a Garden agreeable, all theſe might be found 
here. I walked with this lovely Maid, with fo 
much Diſorder in my Heart and Countenance, 

I 3 that 
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that ſhe eaſily perceived, and gently told me, ſhe 
feared J was tired. I told her J could never be 
tired with ſuch Company, as that I was bleſſed with; 
but, if ſhe pleaſed, would repoſe a little in the 
Alcove, at the End of the Alley we were in, if ſhe 
would not forſake me: She, ſmiling, ſaid, She would 
accompany me; and we entered, and ſeated ourſelves, 
Happy Situation! a murmuring Rill ran at the 
Foot of the little Eminence this Box ſtood upon, 
which, in tinkling Falls, meandred amongſt the 
ſhining Pebbles ; the Jeſſamine, and the Wood- 
bine, interwove their gentle Tendrils with each 
other, as they aſcended the Alcove, The Muſic 
that was poured from the Throats of the feathered 
Songſters, in the neighbouring Groves, interrupted 
now, and now ſwelled by the fanning Breeze, that 
bruſhed the quivering Leaves, joined the amorous 
Cadence of a ſpouting Triton, that, from his full - 
blown Cheeks, emptyed his watery Treaſures inta 
a Reſetvair, in full View of our Retirement; and 
the Goddeſs of theſe rural Scenes fat beſide me, 
arrayed. with more reſplendent Graces than deck 
the riſing Morn, or fireak the Weſtern Skies, at 
the Retreat of the enlivening God of | Day! Firid 
with the/preſent Occaſion, I ventured to tell her, 
that, tho* now the happieſt of Mortals, I ſhould 
ſoon experience a ſad Reverſe, if ſhe would not 
permit me to breathe my Paſſion, a Paſſion that 
taok Birth when firſt I ſaw her? and would continue 
2£19 E ta 
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to the lateſt Hour of my Life. She bluſhed, but 
at length conſeſſed ſhe had conceived ſome fayour- 
able Sentiments of me; and that, would her Fa- 
ther conſent, my Viſits would not be diſagreeable. 
Oh ! my Friend, you who have known the Warmth 
of a Lover, may eaſily conceive how I received 
this generous Declaration! My Acknowledgments 
were unbounded, and I acted like one tranſported, 
We retired into the Houſe, and her Father chid her 
for Staying fo long; but I behaved in a Manner 
agreeable to his Humour; and he went ſo far, 
as to give me a general Invitation to ſmoke a Pipe 
with him, that was his Phraſe, whenerer it ſuited 
my Conveniency. Sir Thomas wes ſurprized, at 
my Return, when I gave him an Account of my 
Succeſs; and more fo, when the Return of his 
Tenant convinced him, that what I ſaid was true · 
He congratulated me; but told me, he was ſure 
Malaney would never give his Conſent to my having 
his Daughter, as he was a bigotted Roman 'Cathe- 
lie, and intended her for a Nephew be had in Ruth's 
Regiment of the 1i/h Brigades, in the: French Ser- 
vice, whom he had invited over to- poſſeſs his 
Daughter, and heir his Eſtate, This was very ci 
couraging News; but I was reſolved to purſue the 
DiRates of my Paſſion; and we took: Care to keen 
our Correſpondence ſo ſecret; that 1 had free Ac- 
ceſs to Maloney's Houſez and be never ſuſpected 
oy Inducements for my f.equent Viſits. I will 
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not keep you too long by the Rehearſal of the 
happy Moments I enjoyed at this Time, and the 
Progreſs I made in my Jennys Affection; but it 
may ſuffice, that, in fix Months Time, I had her 
Liberty to demand her in Marriage of her Father; 
and employed Sir Thomas Bourk to get his Con- 
fent ; but no Rage could equal his, when the Pro- 
poſal was made to him; he ran out into the moſt 
ſcandalous and mean Invectives; and, in Concluſi- 
on, rudely bid that Gentleman depart his Houſe, 
for he'd take Care his Daughter ſhould never have 
it in her Power to marry a Baſtard. You may be 
fure this Uſage of my Friend and me ſhocked me 
greatly, and, at firſt, I was reſolved to call him to 
a proper Aecount; but my Love overcame all, 
and I now pondered upon every Method I could 
deviſe, to ſpeak to the Inſlaver of my Soul, which, 
at length, I effected, by getting over the Garden 
Wall, in Diſguiſe, and brought her to conſent to 
make her Eſcape in a few Days, and marry me, 
without her Fyrant's Conſent, I was the rather 
induced to this Precipitancy, as every Day Col. 
Malay was expected in Ireland, and J was fearful 
the would not be Proof againſt the Hardſhips that 
would be inflicted upon her, if ſhe did not conſent 
to have him; and it was the eaſier to attempt an 
Eſcape now, becauſe her Father had not diſcovered 
ſhe had any Regard for me more than ordinary, 
and therefore ſtill allowed ber the Liberty of g- 


ing 


of Jo ThomPsoON. 177 


ing at large about the Houſe and Gardens; for 
Sir Thomas, by my Deſire, had concealed the In- 
clination ſhe had for me, for Fear of ſubjecting her 
to his brutal Fury; ſo that it ſeemed only a ſimple 
Propoſal made from me, without other Inducement 
than the Hopes-of having a good. Fortuns.... _ 

We agreed that L ſhould wait at a Place aſſigned, 
with two or three truſty Friends, and a Ladder of 
Ropes, by which ſhe might get over the Wall; 
and then we were to proceed to Dublin, to be mar- 
ried, and to leave our Reconciliation with her Fa» 
ther, to Time, which might operate in our Fa- 
vour. 

The ſecond Night after this Agreement, I en- 
gaged three of the neighbouring young Gentlemen- 
to aſſiſt me; and, providing Horſes and Fire- arms, 
we ſet out for the Expedition. It was very dark, 
but I found my delightful Creature punctually at- 
tending at her Station, and, with Eaſe, conducted her 
over the Wall, and mounted her; and, my Friends 
getting on Horſeback, I was: preparing to do the 
ſame, when L was challenged, in a hoarſe Voice, 
with, What are you about there, you Dog? Have 
you been robbing Mr. Maloney? I had not Time 
to reply, for, at the ſame Inſtant, I received a Blo.]¾m 
over the Head, that made me ſtagger ; on which 
L let go the Reins of my Horſe, and, facing about, 
drew my Sword, my Antagoniſt, whom I. could 
juſt ſee, doing the ſame, and at it we went; but I 
; 1 5 Was. 
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was ſo fortunate, that, in three or four Paſſes, I ran 
bim thro' the Body, and he fell; and, at the ſame 
Time, I was aſſaulted by another Hand, who cried 
out, That I had killed his poor Mafter, in the 
French Language. ' One of my Friends, who had 
diſmounted, ſoon gave the fame Account of him, 


that I had done of the other; and then we beſtrode 


our Horſes again, and, encouraging -poor Mifs 
Jenny, who had fainted at the Danger I was in, 
we made the beſt of our Way, and, in three Days, 
arrived, without any remarkable Accident, at Dab- 
lin, where I was ſoon put into Poſſeffion of all my 
Soul defired. Sir Thomas had declined making 
one of us, as it was more prudent for him to ſtay 
on the Spot, where he was more likely to be of 
Service to us, than where we were; and you may 
be ſure I was quite ſurpriſed, when acquainted, by 
Letter from bim, that Maloney was ſearching the 
whole Country for me and his Daughter, with 
Vows of a bitter Revenge; and that the two Men, 
whoſe Raſhneſs had occaſioned their Deaths, were 
his Nephew, and his Valet de Chambre, who were 
juſt arrived, when our getting over the Wall put 
them upon ſeeing what we were about, which proved 
ſo fatal to them. There was now no Time to be 
loſt, and, concealing ourſelves, as well as we 
could, we applied to our Friends in Power ; and 
having obtained a Promiſe of a Pardon from the 
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at Dublin, we went, and took our Trials at the 
Aſſiz es; and the Jury, tho greatly influenced by 
Maloney, brought in theit Verdict, Chunce Medley, 
and we were acquitted of the Murders. That 
Wretch put all Methods in Practice, and uſed al 
his Friends and Money to get a Verdict againſt 
us; but the Affair was ſo clear, that he was quite 
baulked in his villainous Deſigns ; tho? I was obli- 
ged, however, to ſend for his Daughter from Dub- 
lin, into Court, he having preferred a ſecond Bill 
of Inditment againſt me, for ſtealing an Heireſs, 
which ended as much to his Diſſatis faction, as the 
former, by her generous Teſſimony jo my Fa- 
vour. The whole Country rejoiced at his Cha- 
grine, which added ſo to his Reſentment, that he 
hired Ruffians to deſtroy me; which having diſco- 
vered, and finding no other Way to put an End to 
ſuch Practices, I indicted him in my Turn, and he 
received a Sentence agreeable to his Crime; but 
his Emiſſaries, on account of being his Tenants, 
and threatened, to force them to undertake the Jobb, 
with all his Reſentment, in Caſe they did not un- 
dertalea i it, were acquitted, 

Finding it in. vain to attempt to bring him to 
Reaſon, 1 fat down contentedly; and, having an 
Eſtate of my own in the Country, went to live upon 


it, and enjoyed all the Pleaſures in my Union with 
my endearing Wife, that my fondeſt Expectations 
had flattered me with; and J believe no Couple 
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in the Univerſe could live more happily in them» 
ſelves, or more beloved by others. Here, poor 
Saris wept, and made the bittereſt Reflections; 
and uttered ſuch moving Complaints,, that I could 
ſcarcely calm ;—alas! he ſaid, 


It is the Curſe of virtuaus Minds, oppreſs'd, 
To think what their State is, and what it ſhauld be t 


impatient of their Lot, they reaſon fiercely, 
And call the Laws of Providence unequal. 


When I had brought him to ſome Temper, he 


reſumed his Narration in the following Manner: 
My Spouſe, at the End ef a T welve-month, brought 


me a Son, who, I hope, is now living, and will 
meet with a happier Fate than his poor Father 3 
and in all that Fime, tho” we uſed all the- Arts we 
could employ for that Purpoſe, the Brute, her Fa- 


ther, would neither ſee us, nor ſpeak ts us, tho 
our Coaches often met in the fame Road; and he 


eonſoled himſelf for the Eofs of my Wife, by taking 


a Houſe-keeper, who was a ſhocking, red-haired 
Creature, and made him believe ſhe had a Child 


by him ſome Years before, which he now took 
extraordinary Care of, on-purpofe to Spite me. Af. 


ter the Birth of my Son, F was reſolved to have 
Juſtice done to my Wife, in an Aﬀair which Thad, 
till that Time, ſuffered to lie dormant: A Bro- 
ther of her Mother had left her, by his Will, ſome 


"Years before, $000). in the Hands of her Father, 


who 
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who was his Executor in Truſt for the Uſe of his 
Daughter. I ſent a proper Perſon. to demand Pay- 
ment of it, which, as I knew he would, he peremp-- 
torily refuſed, telling the Gentleman, in his Way, 
that we were Villains and Beggars; beſides, he had 
more Money to ſpend in Law than I had, which he 
would ratherdothanwe ſhould be Sixpencethe better 
for him. Upon this I brought my Action againſt him, 
and carried the Affair on, till, on various Pretences, 
he removed it to another Court; and, in fine, I fil'd 
a Bill in. Chancery againſt him, and went ſo far, 
that, aſter ſpending near Two thouſand Pounds on 
each Side, I. was ſure of a Decree in my Favour 
the following Term, the Lord Chancellor having 
expreſſed the utmoſt Deteſtation of his Proceed- 
ings ; and now this Devil, for I can give him no 
gentler Term, made Over tures of Peace, and em- 
ployed Emiſſaries, who expreſſed his Sorrow at our 
Differences, and told us it was his Deſire all Ani- 
moſities ſhould. be buried, and he would appoint a 
Day when we ſhould wait upon him, to eat a re- 
conciling Dinner at his Houſe ! Good God! to 
what Lengths ſome Men can carry their Wicked- 
neſs! Upon my Wife and Son's Account, I clo- 


ſed with the Propoſal, and appointed my Friend 
Sir Thomas to be one of our Company, little ſuſ- 


pecting any Treachery. The Day came, and L 
carried my Wife and Son. with us, and. we were 
received by him, with all the diſſembled Fondneſs 

| | the 
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the Execution of his black Deſign required. We 
fpent our Time very agreeably; he kiſſed and em- 
braced us, and made my Wife a Preſent of ſome of 
her Mother's Jewels, and after Dinner we had ſe- 
veral Bottles of Wine to drink Succeſs to our Ac- 
cord, and agreed to put a Stop to all Law Pro- 
teedings on both Sides. The Houſe-keeper, which 
I could ſcarcely reliſh, made one of the Company; 
but, all on a ſudden, my Wife complained ſhe was 
fick, and both myſelf and Sir Thomas found our- 
ſelves very queer and qualmiſh : She grew worſe 
and worſe, and turned black in the Face, and be- 
fore Help could arrive expired in my Arms. Dread- 
ful Moment! Whilſt I was lamenting loudly this 
cruel Diſaſter, IJ heard the Houſe-keeper whiſper 
him foftly,—You ſee, Sir, it did take at Jaſt ; theſe 
Words rouſed me from my deplorable Situation, 
and, my Head beginning to turn round, I ſeized her 
by the Shoulders, and, drawing my Sword, afked 
her ſternly, What ſhe was telling her Mafter ? She 
turned pale as Death, and was going to reply, when 
a Servant, breaking in, fell on his Knees, and told 
us, he was ſure his young Lady and all of us were 
poiſoned ; that he had brought ſome Stuff to kill 
Vermin for his Maſter the Day before, and was 
ſure it had been applied to that Purpoſe. Good 
God! what a Scene was here, my dear Wife dead 
before me, Sir Thomas juſt fainting, myſelf hardly 
able to ſtand, and the Wretches, who had brought 
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this Ruin upon me in Horror and Amaze at be- 
ing diſcovered, What could I do, my Friend ? 
What would you have done? Rape dried up my 
Tears, and choaked the Paſſage of my Words; and 


oh, Heavens II ſeized my Wretch of a Father, and 


ran my Sword up to the Hilt in his Breaſt, and leav- 
ing him to vomit out bis black Soul, I executed the 
fame Vengeance on his Whore; and then, loſing all 
Strength, fell lifeleſs upon the Body of my dear- 
eſt Jenny / ITbe Surgeon and Phyſician we had ſent 
for, when I firſt perceived my Wife ill, ſoon after 
arrived, and were ſhocked at the mournful Scene; 
but finding ſome Signs of Life in me and Sir Tho- 
mas, and hearing the Report of the Family, that 


we were poiſoned, ordered us to Bed, and admi- 


niſtered proper Antidotes, by which we expelled 
a great Quantity of it, and, came to ourſelves; but 
fufficiently weakened, and tho the Strength of our 
Conſtitutions overcame the Shock Nature had re- 
ceived, yet a violent Fever ſucceeded from the Diſ- 
order of my Mind, which kept me in this accurſed 


Houſe near fix Weeks, during which Sir Thomas 


kindly took Care of my Child and Family, and 


had the proper Depoſitions made before the Coro- 


ner, "which prevented a great deal of Trouble to 

us. My Wife's Death lay heavy at mieart, and 

I was near ſix Months, in which I never ſhewed any 

Signs of Reaſon. Sir T homas had removed her 

ſoon after his Recovery, and cauſed ber to be bu- 
ried 
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ried with proper Ceremony, and, when I was a its 
tle brought to my Senſes, I cauſed a ſtately Monu- 
ment to be erected over her, with a proper In- 
fcription to her Memory, which, however, has 
far a better Record in my Breaſt,' from whence 
the lovely Image ſhall never depart. His Griefs 
were ſo renewed at this Part of his diſaſtrous Hiſ- 
tory, that he fainted, and it was a long Time be- 
fore I brought him to himſelf, and was concern- 
ed my ſilly Curioſity had called to Mind his cruel 
Sorrows. I begged him to finiſh here, and ſay no 
more; but, wiping his Tears away, which trickled 
faſt from his Eyes, he continued as follows: Had 
it not been for the Conſideration of my Infant Son, 
J had certainly done fome deſperate Miſchief on 
myſelf ; but Argument and Reaſon. made me ſoon 
more temperate; I reſolved, however, to forſake a 
Country that had been the Stage of ſo many cruel. 
Accidents to me, and ſettling my Affairs, which 
were now larger than ever, by the Acceſſion of the 
Monſter's Eftate, who had fo barbarouſly killed my 
Comforts: for ever, F appointed Sir Thomas Guar- 
dian to my Son, giving proper Inſtructions for his 
Education; and, taking 2000 l. with me, reſolved 
in ſome diſtant Clime to end my Days. Fortune, 
at Land uirected me to a Friend, who propoſed 
2 Voyage to the Ba. Indies to me, which I clo- 
fed with, and arrived here about half a Year be- 
ſore you. I underſtand by Letters I have lately 
8 received. 
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received from Ireland, that my Son is well; and 
have ſo. many preſling Inſtances to return Home, 
that I believe I muſt once more viſit this Image of 
the Woman I loved, and ſuffer Grief to lay me 
there by her Side. My Trafficking here has been 
merely by Way of Amuſement, and with no 
| Deſire to amaſs Money. Alas! thoſe Times are 
over with me | and now I have given you my dread- 
ful Story, you will not wonder at my Melancho- 
ly, or that I think of nothing but Death, which 
I hope will ſpeedily end my wretched and th 


Being. 
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He receives Lꝛave to return to England, Some 
Strictures on Government. — Finds Mr. Saris 
at Liberty to go alſso.—They ſend Truman 
away with the greateſt Part of their Effects. 
—T ake Leave of their Friends. — Arrive at 
Batavia,—Embark in a Dutch Eaſt-India 
Ship for Europe. Touch at the Cape of 
Good der 


T was more KA * dion before I heard 
from Mr. Goodwill, and the reſt of myThends ; 
and I returned ſincere Thanks to God, that, dur- 
ing all this Time, no Mortality had happened a- 
mongſe 
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mongſt us. Mr. Goodwill ſent me the Order 1 de. 
fired, which his Uncle had obtained by his Inte. 
reſt, and bore Date at the Time that Letter was 
wrote: It permitted me to leave the Country, and 
my Factory, in ſix Months after the Receipt of it, 
I waited upon Governor with this Leave, 
who received me in the politeſt Manner; for he 
had ſhewn me extraordinary Reſpect ever ſince 1 


arrived, which had been repaid by me in an Obſer- 


vation of that due Deference and Obedience that 
J think ſhould be always paid to our Superiors. 
There are, no doubt, a Set of Perſons in Being, 
who are conſtantly uneaſy under whoever governs, 
Man, born a free Agent, naturally aims at reaping 
all the Privileges that are his happy Lot; but he 


carries this ſometimes too far, he enters into 2 


Compariſon between himſelf and the Perſon who 
rules him ; he erroneouſly i imagines, that that Per- 
ſon ſhould have greater Talents and Abilities than 
fall to che Share of ſuch finite Beings; he fees him 
fubject to the fame Frailties with himſelf, and he 
blames the Power who could not better diſtinguiſh 
than to appoint ſuch a Governor ta rule over him 
My Friend, the moſt divine ang heavenly Man 
that ever exiſted, that true Judge of human Na- 
ture, to whom we are obliged for all thoſe ſublime 


Rules WPrecepts, that under various Forms go- 


vern the civiliſed Part of the World, never enter- 
hy into the Merits of a Ruler's Character, or its 
. Demerits: 
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| Demerits : He even ſuppoſes, or ſeems to ſuppoſe, 


that Providence has a great Sway in ſetting up Ma- 
giſtrates, when, in Anſwer to the ers enſnaring 
Queſtion, without calling Cefar an Uſurper and a 
Tyrant, as be really was, he ſays, Give unte Cz- 
far the Things that are Ceſar's, and unto God the 
Things that are Cd: Certainly, in the wiſe -Diſ- 
polition Heaven makes of Things, it deſtines one 
Man to this Employment, and another Man to a 
different one; it alſo appoints thoſe that ſhall go- 
vern, and thoſe that ſhall obey ; and, their Obliga- 
tions to each other being mutual, if the heaven- 
ly Contract is broke thro“ by either Party, it be- 
comes void, of no Effect, and ſuch Remedies ought 
to be applied to, as are thought proper by either 
Side of the Queſtion ; ſo far as they do not affect 
the general Laws of Nature, and the Rules or Con- 
duct ef Providence, It is enough, my gentle Rea- 
der, chat chy Property "is" ſecured, and thy Perſon 
bee ſrom Danget; leave the minute Springs and 
Movements of Government to Stateſmen; believe 
they de right, and never by an exploring Inquiſi- 
tyoneſß into te Aﬀions of your Superiors in their 
public Station,” br in the Management of their 
privats Cuftcetns, esd inger Halt! Hurt" to your 
Minds, that Diſcontent and ill Humour produces. 
The Govetnot, undoubtedly, is obliged t oonfult 
the God of the Governed, and no Obligation lies 
N us tamely to fabumt to Oppreſſton, and the In · 
juries 
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juries flowing from a bad Adminiſtration, to, let 
me ſay, its Conſtituents. But we muſt not mag- 
nify our Wrongs, or increaſe our Sorrows, by 
ſeeing thro' a falſe and deceitful Medium. Here 
we are happy — George reigns in the Hearts, as 
be does over the Perſons of his Subjects, with a 
mild, a gentle Sway. Does he appoint Miniſters ? 
He appoints ſuch, we muſt hope, as from a tho- 
rough Knowledge he thinks equal to the Taſk of 
adviſing and directing him to purſue. his People's. 
Good and Happineſs ; like ſmall Streams derived 
from this Source, all our petty Magiſtrates have 
their Original, and let us endeavour rather to co- 
ver than to declare their Faults, if they produce no 
other bad Conſequences than what flows to them- 
ſelves, by the Contempt an imprudent Manage- 
ment of their private Concerns will occaſion. E- 
vety Department of Government does not furniſh 
an Halliſax, or a Montague; a Montague, alas 
lately departed, too ſoon. loſt to the bewailing 
World. —Ob, Montague, as long as Virtue is re- 
ſpected by Mankind, as long as Virtue is eſteemed 
by the Good ; as long as Trade flouriſhes in this 
maritime Country; as long as true and genuine 
Benevolence of Heart ſhall conduce to the Relief of 
the Miſerable ; fo long ſhall thy Loſs be lament- 


ed by all that ever heard thy Name and Character 


Thy ducal Coronet borrowed Luſtre from thee ;; 
and thy high Rank and Birth only ſerved to make 
| thy 
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thy noble Mind more conſpicuouſly apparent! 1 
ſee, methinks, the god-like Peer, with that Huma- 
nity of Countenance ſo remarkably his, bending in 
fileat Attention to ſome Tale of Woe, and reach- 
ing out the ready Hand to relieve Diſtreſs; his 
Heart melting in ſoft Sympathy and gentle Com- 
paſſion, hardly reſtraining the Tears that ſtand in 
his pitying Eyes! But I can enlarge no more, tho? 
I long to do it on this engaging Subject, which has 
carried me ſo far out of my Road, and brought to 
my Remembrance one of the greateſt Men that 


ever exiſted. 
I was in ſome Pain about poor Saris, as I did 


not thoroughly know how he ſtood in Regard to the 
Company, and whether he could alſo leave Fort 
St. George, as ſoon as I did, which was what I 
earneſtly deſired ; but, when I mentioned my 
Thoughts to him, he told me, he was at Liberty 
to depart whenever he would; which Leave he had 
obtained of his F riend, in the ſame Manner I had 
procured it by mine, and that he would go to Eng- 
land when I departed, for the Benefit of my Com- 
pany ; I returned him Thanks, and we immediate- 
ly began to get Matters in Order, and to finiſh our 
various Concerns, particularly, that of ſettling our 
Accompts for the Company with the Governor, 
which we did with Tokens of his Approbation for. . 
our Fidelity. When Truman found we were diſ- 
poſing Matters for our Departure, he jumped and 


ſkipped 
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Tkipped: about as if he was diſtracted, and was not 
ſo much Maſter of himſelf for a long Time, as ta 
govern his Tranſports with any Degree of Mode. 
ration. When he came a little to himſelf, he ad- 
viſed us to go to Batavia, and from thence in a 
Dutch Ship to Europe; War being declared, ac- 
cording to our Accounts, between the Engliſb and 
French, tho! as yet no Hoſtilities had been com- 
menced in the Indian Seas. I tell yourwhat, Tru 
wan, ſays Mr. Saris, with Mr. Thompfon's Con- 
ſent, we'll ſend thee off for England with our beſt 
Effects, in the Homeward-bound Dutch Fleet, and 
you ſhall leave us next Week, and go to Batavia for 
that Purpoſe; andwe'll take the Chance of any ſingle 
Ship that may fail from thence at the 6 Months End. 
Truman was at firſt averſe to this Propoſal, his Af. 
fection for me not permitting him to think of part- 
ing with me ; but, upon our joint Deſire, he under- 
took, tho? reluctantly, to prepare for his Depar- 
ture; and, in about a Month, having furniſhed 
him properly, we ſent him, in a ſmall Veſſel, to 
Batavia, whence the fame Veſſel! brought Letters 
from him, that he had' embarked, and failed, in 
good Health, for the Cape of God Hope. 1 retained 
my large Diamond, and a ſmall' Charge of Money, 
having conſigned all the reſt of my Effects, jointly, 
to my Father." Mr. Diaper, and Truman, till J ar- 
rived. Truman affected me greatly, when we 


patted, and, in a reſpectful Manner, claſping me 
ig 
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in his Arms, begged me to take Care of myſelf; 


and prayed to God to preſerve me ſafe in my de- 
ſigned Voyage: In ſhort, we both ſhed Tears, 
and I paid that Tribute with, Pleaſure, to ſo faith- 
ful, ſo juſt, and fo diſintereſted a Man, who had 
ſecured himſelf a large Share of my Love and 
Eſteem. We implored the Bleſſing of God upon 
his Voyage, and hoped he'd arrive ſafe, at the de- 
ſtined Port. No Man, that has not experienced 
the Pleaſure of having a faithful Agent and Ser- 
vant, can expreſs the Relief it gives to the Cares 
of Life; and the Secret to procure that SatisfaQtion, 
is to convince the Servant, you have his Welfare 
and Intereſt at Heart; and then tis natural for 
him to conſult yours, as his own Well being de. 
pends upon it. The loweſt People may be brought 
to eſteem and praQtiſe noble Principles; and will, 
of Courſe, follow them, if no abſurd, or bad Ma- 
nagement, in thoſe above them, directs them to 
different Courſes. Would we have honeſt and 


true Domeſtics. about us; we muſt act in ſuch a 


Manner ourſelves, as to appear amiable in their 
Eyes; which will make them fearful of following 
other Maxims themſelves. When the Time of 
our own Departure came, we took an Adieu of 
all our good Friends, and wereentertained agreeably 
by all the Gentlemen ofthe Town, who ſhewed great 
Concern in parting with us; and the Governor, 
and our Brother FaQtors, particularly vied with 

| | each 
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each other, in making us Preſents of ſuch Things 


as would, they thought, render our Voyage agree. 


able. As we had no Fleet, or fingle Ship, going 
to Europe, we determined to go the ſame Way 
that we ſent Truman, and arrived ſafely in the City 
of Batavia, where we had immediately an Oppor- 
tunity of a Paſſage to Holland, in the Yfrow Chriſt 
ana, commanded by Capt. Vander Speigel, which 
was a remarkable ſtout Ship, and well manned, 
mounting 40 Guns, and carrying 170 Seamen, 
Having obtained Governor Van Bluck's Licence, 
which we did with ſome Difficulty, to go in her, 
1 had our Effects regiſtered, we embarked, and 
ſtood out to Sea. Before we paſſed the Line, we 

loſt our Captain, who was one of the moſt ſot- 
tiſh and brutiſh Fellows in the World, and was 
actually ſet on Fire by drinking ſpirituous Liquors, 
which, at length, burnt out his Entrails, and car- 
ried him off. He was ſucceeded by a very Gentle- 
man-like Man, Capt. Beeckman ; and, as if the Ex- 
iſtence of this Fellow had retarded, or been the 
Remora of our Progreſs, the Wind, which had 


been, till now, unfavourable, ſhifted about, and 


carried us, at a fine Rate, till we fell in with the 
Cape, where we came to Anchor, along-fide of 
two Dutch, and three Engliſh, Eaft-India-Men, 
after paying the proper Salutes to the Forts and 


Ships, and receiving the ſuitable Returns to out 
' Compliments, 
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His agreeable Surpriſe, in meeting, unexpefedly, 
a dear and valuable Friend. —T hey relate 
to each other their Adventures. — Mr. Dia- 
per's Account of an unhappy Shipwreck and 
Eſcape. —The- Ships ſail in Concert. —Are 
ſeparated by a violent Storm. 


* HEN we had come to Anchor, Mr. Saris 
and myſelf went, with the Captain, and 
{me other Gentlemen, for Shore, in our Long- 
boat; and, as we paſſed along fide of a large Engliſh 
Ship, we enquired her Name, and my Heart jumped 
tom my Boſom almoſt, when we were anſwered, 
as to that Particular, and that ſhe was commanded 
by Capt. Friendly. This revived a thouſand en- 
deared Ideas in my Mind, and I begged the Cap- 
tain to call on Board her, which we did ; and, the 
Minute I ſet my Foot on Deck, I eaquired, preci- 
pitately, Whether Mr. Diaper. was on Board? I 
was anſwered by the Captain, that I was very 
lucky if I wanted to ſee that Gentleman, as he 
was Supercargo on Board the next Ship; to which 
he would do himſelf the Pleaſure to accompany me, 
as he had not himſelf ſeen that valuable Man a 
great while, his Voyage having been altered, 
when he left England. When he came there, as [I 
Vol. II. K was 
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was getting up the Ship's Side, I overheard my 
Friend's Voice talking to ſomebody, and pur. 
poſely covered my Face with my Hat, to ſurpriſe 
him with the unexpected Sight I was going to pre- 
ſent before him, We were intreated to go into 
the great Cabbin, where we ſeated ourſelves, and 
ſoon after Mr. Diaper entered and ſaluted us; he 
was ſo altered, that, had it not been for his Voice, 
I ſhould ſcarcely have diſtinguiſhed him, and for 
that ſympathetic involuntary Recognition my Heart 
afforded me. I was as much altered myſelf, but, 
the Moment he heard me ſpeak, he turned his Eyes 
eagetly towards me, without ſaying one Word; his 
Knees tottered under him, and he exclaimed, Great 
God ! I thank thee for this! and would have drop- 
ped down, had I not ran to him, and, claſping him 
in my Arms, could not refrain from Tears : Hea- 
vens! I cried, this is Bliſs, - unutterable, —inexpreſ- 
ſible, —and pays me for all my Fatigues.— To meet 
thee thus, he rejoined, —who could expect it? And 
thus, for near a quarter of an Hour, we did nothing 
but embrace, and utter ſuch disjointed Speeches, 
as our ſudden Elevation of Mind could only dictate. 
Has my Reader known what it is to feel the 
Warmth of Friendſhip's ſublime and inſpiring Sen- 
timents, that Flow of Joy that ruſhes o'er the Soul, 
in obliging and being obliged by diſintereſted Vir- 
tue? Has he been long abſent from the amiable 
Partner of his Boſom? Has he found her at his Re- 
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turn conſtant, true and faithful, and equal to all his 
longing Wifhes? Then he may have felt thoſe Guſts 
and Starts of paſſionate Fondneſs, that we felt in 
ſeeing each other after a ſeven Years Abſence, 
and all the Uncertainties it had produced in our 
Minds of each other's Welfare; that Flood of Joy, 
that wild tumultuous Rell, that caft afide Body, 
and left nothing about us but Mind, and wonder- 
ing, gazing Sight. When we became ſomewhat 
calmer, ſtill our Enquiries of each other, made our 
Converſation a disjointed Medley, in aſking Queſ- 
tions on each Side, without being Maſter enough 
of ourſelves to reſolve them. At length I pre- 
ſented Mr. Saris to him as a valued Friend, 
who had been, ever fince we met, highly partici- 
pating in our mutual Satisfaction; and, being 
obliged to yield to Captain + Beeckman's Deſires to 
go on Shore as ſoon as poſſible, Mr. Diaper ob- 
tained Leave of his Captain to accompany us; for 
though the Supercargees are ſuperior to the Com- 
manders of India Ships, when on Shore at the Fac- 
tories, they are under the Captain's Direction in 
the Voyage; when we came on Shore, after a- 
gain refreſhing ourſelves, whilſt the Captain was 
employed in his Buſineſs; Mr. Diaper, Mr. 
Saris, and myſelf, took a Walk in on: of the 
beautiful Gardens of the Dutch Company, which 
bloom with all Nature's various ProduQtions, and, 


ſitting down under the ſhady Covering of a de- 
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lightful Alcove, I related all my Adventures and 
Succeſſes to my Friend; and he in Return gratified 
me with an Account of all that had happened to 
himſelf ſince our Separation, by which I under. 
ſtood to my great Joy, that he never again pro- 
- poſed going to India, having acquired a Fortune 
of near 30,0007. through various Difficulties and 
Dangers, with Honour to himſelf and Satisfaction 
to his Owners, He now hoped with me we ſhould 
find all our Friends well, and particularly his ador- 
able Bellair, whom he was haſtening to eſpouſe, 
J found, in his laſt Voyage with Captain Friendly, 
he had been ſhipwrecked, and underwent great 
D:fficulties on a barbarous Coaſt, whereby he had 
been a great Loſer ; and, that Adventure being very 
curious and extraordinary, I ſhall particularly in- 
ſeit it, as he related it. 


T be unfortunate Shipwreck and lucty Eſcape of 
Mr. DIAPER. 


E had a Succeſſion of foul Weather, from 
the very Day we leſt the Cape of Good Hope, 
which continued with little Intermiſſion till we 
came the Length of the Philippine Iſlands ; from 
which, by our Reckonings, we had been driven a 
great Way to the Eaſtward, when another violent 


Storm aroſe from the S. ZE. and for near three 
| Weeks 
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Weeks we were the Sport of the Winds and 
Waves, and could keep no regular Account of our 
Way. Our People had been fo reduced by Sick- 
neſs before, that we had not Hands ſufficient to 
manage the Ship, ſo that the Szpercargoes, and o- 
ther Gentlemen, were obliged to exert them- 
ſelyes in performing the meaneſt as well as the 
moſt toilſome Offices. Our Proviſions fell fo 
ſcarce, that we were at very ſhort Allowance; and 
for Water we had not above half a Pint a Day per 
Man, and we had been obliged to throw our Guns 
and the leſs valuable Part of our Cargo over-board. 
Nothing could be more dreadful and pitiable than 
our melancholy Situation; ſo that we began to a- 
bandon ourſelves to Deſpair, and, wearied with-Sick- 
neſs and Fatigue, reſigned ourſelves in Expecta- 
tion of the fatal Moment that ſhould put a Period 
to our Misfortunes, I took a Spell one Evening at 
the Helm, and experienced a great Inſtance of the 
Protection of Providence; an increaſed Guſt of 
Wind threw a Sea over us, that waſhed me, a Mate, 
and three other Men, that were upon Deck, over- 
board, and, tho' it was almoſt inſtantaneous, yet J 
had Time enough to reflect that I was loſt, and to put 
a few fervent Supplications to God, recommend- 


ing my Soul into his Hands, who beſtowed it upon 


me; when another Wave threw me again upon 
the main Deck, and there left me gaſping for 
Life: It was ſome Time before I came to myſelf, 
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and I was then hurried into the Cabbin, and put to 
Bed by Captain Friendly. The Mate and the other 
three were loſt, and, with the higheſt Sentiments of 
Devotion, I gave Thanks to, and adored that mer- 
cifu] Being, who had thus ſaved me from the Wa- 
ters that ſo terribly encompaſſed me round about. 
We began ſoon to experience all the Miſeries of 
Famine, which appeared in its moſt” tertifying 
Forms. Six of our ſick People expired thro' mere 
Want of neceſſary Suſtenance, and we were all ſo 
overcome with Faſting, that the Men began to 
debate, whether or no Lots ſhould not be caſt for 
one of us to die to preſerve the reſt, We Crank 
our Urine for many Days, not having the leaſt 
Rain fince the Storm began, which otherwiſe we 
ſhould have ſaved for our Uſe, Our Main-maſt 
was brought by the Board, but thro' Mercy we 
got her clear of the Ship, and our Bowſprit and 
Part of our Rudder were carried away by the howl- 
ing Waves. Sure no Sight can be more dreadful 
than to ſee a Veſſel in ſuch a forlorn Condition, and 
to ſurvey, all around, the horrid Waſte of Waters 
breaking Mountains high on every Side ! at diſtance 
you ſee them diſſolve into a white Foam now ſink- 
ing into an abrupt Vale, or riſing into a perpetual 
Succeſſion of broken craggy Hills, rolling far and 
wide away. The howling Burſts, that the bellow- 
ing Wind ſends forth, rattle thro' the Rigging with 
impetuous Force, and, like one continued Peal of 


Thunder, 
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Thunder ſeem to deafen the Ears, and ſtun the 
Brain: 


fee forked glare 

The livid Lightnings thre' the vaſt Expanſe, 

And, hark ! hoarſe Thunder growls with dread- 

ful Roar ! 

No more the Helm obeys the Pilot's Hand ; 

See, borne aloft, our Maſis pervade the Skies, 

And now we're bury'd in the Gulph below ! 
Dreadful the ſhocking Scene ! but grateful ſtill 

To Genii, who aſpire, the“ /lill ſurrounded 

By every wretched Ill that ſtarts the Soul, 

To purchaſe Honour, and to ſerve Mankind ] 

Let Wreiches, mean and ſordid, ſafely lurk, 

Bury'd luxuriouſly, in Holes and Corners; 

Our's is the uſeſul Life, tho Want and Anguiſh, 

Famine, and all the dreaded Train of Evils, 

That human Nature ſhrinks at, oft conſpire 

To check our Frailty in the glorious Race ! 


At the End of three Weeks, or thereabouts, as I 
was looking out afore, methought I ſaw an Ob- 
ject, that, after obſerving ſtedfaſtly, I found ſtill 
kept its Poſition : I ſet it by the Compaſs, and per- 
ceived it bore off us due South; ſo with Joy I cal- 
led to Captain Friendly, who was then very ill, and 
told him, I was ſure I made Land a-head. 'Tho' 
he could ſcarcely crawl, the News gave him ſuch 
Spirits, that he was up in an Inſtant; and, every 
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body getting the Scent, the Decks were ſoon filled 
with People, whoſe Looks were capable to {trike 
the Soul with Horror ; all wan, and pale, and 
ghaſtly, from Illneſs and Famine ; their Counte- 
nances now betrayed ſomewhat of a Smile, and 
the meagre Hands and hollow Eyes were lifted up 
to thank God for the Mercy he had beſtowed upon 
us, The ſucceeding Day we had a ſhort Ceſſation 
of the Storm, and, the Sky being ſomewhat clear, 
we could now perceive it was plainly Land, riſing 
i:to Hummocks, and deſcending on each Side in- 
to a Point; we could not imagine what Land it 
was, but ſteered directly in for it, imag:ning it to 
be about ſeven Leagues diſtant from us, when the 
Wind again began to riſe with its wonted Fury, 
and drove us directly in for it: And now a freſh 
Difficulty aroſe, how we ſhould prevent the Veſ- 
ſel's driving up the Rocks, which would be our 
inevitable Deſtruction ; however, after tacking 
about, we found we could not keep her Head up to 
the Wind, and, weary and faint, Jet her d:ive, in- 
voking the great Pilot of the Univerſe, once more 
to appear and act in our Favour. In ſhort, three or 
four Hours brought us amongſt the Breakers, and 
preſently the Ship thumped hard upon the Rocks, 
beat Part of her falſe Keel off, and one of the Lar- 
board-ſtrakes; ſo that ſoon the Water poured 
upon us on all Sides, and we were obliged to put 
out our Boats, which were the Long-boat and Pin- 
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nace, which with leſs Difficulty we did, as the for- 
mer had been all Day in the Chains; and, putting 
in the latter the Company's Silver, and providing 
ourſelves with ſome Powder, Fire-Arms, and Ma- 
thematical Inſtruments, with all our Books and 
Papers, and ſome other Materials, we ſafely got in- 
to them to the Number of Forty-five Souls, and 
committed ourſelves to the Protection of Providence, 
whoſe Aſſiſtance we again experienced, by getting 
ſafely alſo on Shore, whilſt at a Diſtance we ſaw 
our poor Veſſel torn into a thouſand Pieces. 

Our firſt Care was to ſecure our Boats, and whilſt 
a Party ſet about building Tents for ſuch of our 
People as were quite ſick and unable to help them- 
ſelves, and whom, with Difficulty extreme, we had 
got from the Wreck with us, the Captain, myſelf, 
and two more, went armed to look abroad into the 
Country, to ſee the Place, and to diſcover if it was 
inhabited, and if we could procure the Neceſſaries 
of Life. The Soil was ſandy, and abounded in 
ſeveral Kinds of Trees and Shrubs; particularly to 
our great Joy, we found the Palm-Tree to be one 


of them, which gave us a Proſpect of meeting with 


{till greater Abundance, We found ſome Deer 
and ſome wild Hogs, and ſeveral other Sorts of 
Animals for Food, and a particular Kind of Herb 
ſome what like Spinage, by the Help of which Re- 
freſhments we were ſoon all well.recovered fave ſix, 
who expired ſoon. after our Landing; and began to 
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enter into a Form of domeſtic Government, Par- 
ties being appointed to kill Game, others to cut 
Firing, and the Remainder to lengthen our Long- 
boat, by the Help of which we were in Hopes we 
might get from this Place, All our ConjeCtures 
were a long Time at a Puzzle to know where we 
were, tho' ſome of our old Voyagers were poſitive 
we were in one of the moſt Northerly of the Ma- 
rian Iſlands, which lie from 13? to 22? of Nor- 
thern Latitude, and in 148? of Eaſt Longitude 
from the Meridian of London, Our Obſerva- 
tions were confirmed in this, and ſome of our 
Men deſiring to go out in the Pinnace to diſcover 
if we were really upon one of theſe Iflands or no, 
and to ſeek for Inhabitants, for as yet we had ſeen 
none; ten of them were permitted to go with Mr, 
Midgley a Supercargo, and a Mate at their Head; 
they were victualled as well as we could ſupply them, 
and having the proper Inſtruments, and ſome Tri- 
Ales which we had ſaved to truck with the Natives, 
they ſet out on their Voyage ; but whether they 
were buried in the Sea, or deſtroyed by the Bar- 
barians, I can't tell, for we never ſaw them more; 
and the Loſs of ſo many of our Comtades ſtruck us 
w:th a great Damp, and ſunk our Spirits, having 
now only twenty-ſeven left; beſides, in loſing the 
Pinnace, we received a very great Detriment, as 
now we could not go out to fiſh, which made a 
Part of our Diet. The land, in the interior Part, 

Was 
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was like a Garden, and the Air ſo temperate, that 
we could not help thinking ourſelves as happy as 
People in our Circumſtances could defire to be, 
conſidering all Things; and could we once get to 
any of our Settlements or FaQtories, and from 
thence to Europe, as we had done all that Men 
could do, we did not doubt our Conduct would be 
approved by the Company, and that they would 
make no Difficulty of employing us again in their 
Service. In the cloſe of the Day we buſied our- 
ſelves in ſuch Sports or Diverfions as we could per- 
form, as Wreſtling, Leaping, &c. and I made a 
Back-gammon Table in a rude Faſhion, and hav- 
ing Dice, that was the Entertainment of the better 
Sort · of us: Every Day I read the Church Service, 
Morning and Evening, by the Captain's Deſire, and 
on Sundays we attended the Devotion of the Day with 
all the Punctuality and Seriouſneſs imaginable, and 
ſet apart that ſeventh Portion of Time to thoſe Ex- 
erciſes that amend and raiſe the Heart to the great 
firſt Fountain of all created Things. In Appear- 
ance there could not be a more harmonious and 
peaceable Set of People than we all were, expreſ- 
ſing great Regard and Affection to each other; but 


our melodious Waller might well ſay, 


More Dangers now from Man alone we find, 
Than from the Racks, the Billows, or the Wind, 
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And this in a little Time proved exactly to be our 
unhappy Caſe. Is it not ſomething ſurpriſing, that 
f the Spirit of Diſcord reigns ſo much amongſt Man- 
| kind, that it follows them, and intrudes itſelf in- 
| to their Breaſts, even when their very Being de- 
| pends upon Unity and Friendſhip's being preſer⸗ 
ved amongſt them? Could a Situation much more 
direful be thought of than ours was, ſeparated as 
it were from all the World, the Companions and | 
Brothers of Misfortune; and of Misfortune not to 
be overcome, without our joint Efforts employed to 
extricate us. Yet we fell into Feuds and Diſſen- 
ſions that cauſed the Death of many, and had very 
near ruined the Innocent with the Guilty, and in- 
volved us all in Deſtruction. Hitherto every one 
had ſhewn the utmoſt Willingneſs in the Taſks ap- 
pointed them, and to obey the Commands of their 
Officers, to whom they had been as ſubmiſs as be- 
fore our Shipwreck ; and by that Means our Long- 
boat was nearly ready for Sea, was Gecked and 
{trengthened properly, ſo as to become an excel, 
lent Sea. boat, and the Rigging her, for which we 
were particularly obliged to the Palm-tree, was on 
the Point of being finiſhed; when a moſt horrid 
Conſpiracy was diſcovered, carried on by twelve 
of our beſt Hands, who had entered into an Agree- 
ment to take away the Company's Treaſure, and 
make their Eſcape in the Veſſel, and, leaving us in 
this diſconſolate Condition, go to ſome of the Por- 
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tuguexe Settlements, ſhare the Money, and every 
one to ſhift for himſelf, This was their firſt Plan, 
but they afterwards altered it, and agreed to run 
amongſt the Philippine Iſlands, or to ſteer to the 
Streights of Manilla, and there to endeavour to ſeize 
ſome large Veſſel, and go upon the Account, or 
turn Pyrates, The principal Conſpirator was one 
Scott, the Boatſwain, a Fellow that on Board I had 
obſerved to be of a mutinous, domineering Spirit, 
and particularly ſevere in the Execution of his Of- 
fice; in ſhort, I never liked him, but had ſeen him 
behave with great Caution and Circumſpection 
ſince he had been on Shore, which had in a Man- 
ner cured both Captain Frienaꝭy and myſelf of our 
Prejudices againſt him. They were all armed 
with Firelocks and Hangers, as well as ourſelves, 
which made it the more Dangerous and their De- 
ſign was juſt ripe for Execution, when I was the 
happy Inſtrument to diſcover and defeat it, I was 
one Day with my Gun, and a favourite Dog of 
mine, who had been before to Indi with me; and; 
having tired myſelf in the Purſuit of Game, laid 
myſelf down in a Copſe, intending to take a Nap 
before I returned to my Companions, whilſt the 
Dog ſtrayed at ſome Diſtance from me, round a- 
bout, employed in the ſecking Way of Pointers, 
I overheard a Voice which I knew to be Scott's, 
who halloved to another Man, Damn me, how came 
this Dog here? He's like his Matter, always peer- 

ing 
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ing and prying about, and be damned to him; I 
wiſh I could as eaſily diſpatch him as I could his 
Dog, and then we ſhould have nothing to fear; 
but I'll be damned if I dont hide the preciſe Son of 
a Bitch ſome how or other notwithſtanding : Up. 
on which, he gave my Dog a Kick, who run 
velping away, and, as it happened, diſtant from the 
Place I Jay in, at the Back of which theſe Fellows 
were walking. Curſe me, replies another, whom 
I knew to be Mill Jones, the Carpenter's Mate, 
he's a good Fellow too for that Matter; I would 
not have any Blood ſpilt if it could be helped, but 
as to the Company, a Pack of rich Scoundrels, I 
think it no Sin to rob them, if it was of twice as 
much. I lay cloſe all this while, and heard them 
talk over their whole Deſign, and Juckily left the 
Spot, without its being perceived that I had over- 
heard them; and, in the Courſe of their Talk, 
learned all the Names of the Gang. I was ſhock- 
ed and amazed at ſuch a Scene of Villainy, but re- 
ſolved to act very cautiouſly, as I perceived they 
were already very ſtrong. The next Day I took 
Captain Friendly out with me, and Mr. Ben/on, 
one of our Mates, and the only one we had re- 
maining, under Pretence of ſhewing them a fine 
Proſpe& which I had diſcovered in my Peregrina- 
tions the Day before, When we had got far e- 
nough, I began to open what I had heard, and my 


important Diſcovery, which made them tremble, 
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and, tho' they both were as courageous Men as any 


I ever knew, yet it was ſome Time before their 
Amazement would ſuffer them to ſpeak a Syllable; 
at length, when their firſt Surprize was over, we 
began to conſult Ways and Means to cruſh the 
Conſpiracy before it came to a greater Head; and, 
in order to that, it was thought neceſſary, that the 
Silver ſhould be put under a Guard of two of our 
truſtieſt Men, to be relieved every four Hours, and 
that I ſhould lie in the Hut where it was ſecured ; that 
the Captain ſhould call all the Hands together the 
next Day, and endeavour to ſeize the Conſpirators 
unarmed, by the Help of ſuch of our People as ſtill 
continued faithful, and to whom we were to impart 
the Heads of the Affair this very Evening: Accord- 
ingly we ſent privately to them, one by one, to 
avoid Suſpicion, and received a Promiſe from all 
of them, that they would ſtand by their Com- 
mander, and not ſee the Company injured; and 
moſt of them were fo irritated, we could harcly 
reſtrain their Rage within proper Bounds ; but 
what gave us great Uneaſineſs, was the Impoſſibi- 
lity of ſecuring their Arms, or catching them with- 
out them; for, from a Precaution generally atten- 
dant upon the Actions of deſigning and bad People, 
who are full of Suſpicions, and ever on their Guard, 
they, it was obſerved of late, always went armed, 
and as we were told, which was what had ſurpriſed 
the reſt of the Men, even lay with their Muſquets 
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by them all Night. It was then thought proper 
to alter our Plan of Action; and, the firſt Time 


three or four of them went out together to fiſh or 
hunt, to ſurround them, and, by Force of Arms, 
make them Priſoners ; and, thus weakened in their 
Numbers, to attack the reſt, and, not ſurrendering, 


to put them to the Sword. An Opportunity im- 
mediately occurred; and Scott, with four more, 
going out, towards the other End of the Ifland, 


with Pretence to hunt, but really to agree on Me- 
thods to put their Scheme in Execution, I begged 


the Captain to permit me to follow him, with ſe- 
ven picked Men; which accordingly he did, and 1 
took a different Rout, knowing, however, it would 
foon bring us to encounter each other. In about 
an Hour we heard them approach, at a Diſtance; 


upon which I ordered three of my Men to enter 
a kind of Thicket, where they might be concealed 


from their firſt Sight, whilſt I advanced, with the 


reſt, ſome Paces, and ſoon perceived my Gentle- 
men, who made a Stand, and aſked, in a familiar 
Way, How we came out ſo far? I drew them, by 


Degrees, to the Place of my Ambuſcade, talking of 


indifferent Matters; and then, facing about ſud- 


denly, cried, Gentlemen, I command you to lay 
down your Arms, and ſurrender yourſelyes Pri- 
foners, that you may be cleared of a black Defign 
againſt the Lives of your Companions, and to run 
away with the Veſſel, that we have all contributed 
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to build, to carry us from this ſolitary Place; or 
may receive the Puniſhment due to your Crime. 
Scott, with the reſt, turned pale, to hear me ſpeak 
thus; but being a bold anddefperate Sett of Wretches, 
they ſoon reſumed their Countenances, and he told 
me, he did not know by what Authority I called 
them to Account; that they were not under my 
Command, nor any one elfe ; and would try who 
were the beſt Men, if ] perſiſted in my Deſign ; ſo 
d—n ye, my Lads, let's charge them directly; on 
which he fired at me, and thereupon I ordered my 
Men in the Thicket to let fly, by which two of the 
Conſpirators were killed, who, at the ſame Inſtant, 
with an unlucky Shot, diſpatched one of my Com- 
panions ; however, like wild Beaſts, they did not 

take Warning by their. Friends Fate, which only 
ſerved to redouble their Fury ; and, Scott advancing 
before the other two, to knock me down with the 
Butt-end of his Piece, I clapped my Firelock to his 
Breaſt, and ſhot him dead on the Spot; on which 
his Companions ſurrendered themſelves Priſoners 
at Diſcretion, and we. bound their Hands and 
drove them before us, till we came near home z 
when, leaving them with two Men, for their Safe- 
keeping, the reſt of us entered our little Plantation, 
where Captain Friendly was under dreadful Ap- 
prehenſions, fearing our Plot had miſcarried ; but 
now, when, from the Information of my Priſoners, 


I could give him an exact Account of the Number 
and, 
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and Deſigns of theſe Wretches, he was made tole- 
rable eaſy, and we prepared for the Execution of 
the Second Part of our Scheme. The Captain and 
Mr. Benſon, each attended by fix Men, well arm- 
ed, advanced before their Hut, and ſummoned them 
to ſurrender, or expect to be treated without Mer. 
cy, as Scott, and the reſt of their Companions, had 
been before ; but crying out, One and all, One and 
all, they fallied out, and, Deſperado like, fired their 
Pieces on both Parties, by which we loſt two Men; 
and, by our Return to their Fire, dropped two of 
theirs. By this Time they had retreated to a large 
Tree, which had been cut down for ſome Time be- 
fore, of which they make a Kind of Breaſt-work ; 
and, before our People could cloſe with them, had 
loaded again, and diſcharged full in their Teeth, by 
which another Man was killed, and Capt. Friendly 
wounded in the Shoulder; but, in Return to the 
Salute, our Parties fired, and laid three more of 
them flat on the Earth; and the remaining two 
flung down their Arms, and ſubmitted. As ſo 
much Blood had been ſpilt, and theſe Four Fellows 
were the leaſt guilty amongſt them, Capt. Friend 
deferred any Proceedings againſt them, and pro- 
poſed to keep them confined till we failed, in order 
to deliver them up to the firſt Factory we came to, 
for the Company to diſpoſe of as they thought fit; 
but, whilſt we were buſied in quelling this Inſur- 
rection, five of our Men, who were on Board the 


Eſcape, 
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Eſcape, for ſo we had named our new Veſſel, agreed 
to run away with her; and providing themſelves, 
privately, with ſome Proviſions and Water, had 
put out to Sea, without being perceived by any of 
us, we were ſo employed in the aforeſaid Opera- 
tions: And thus, whilſt we were contending for 
the Prize, it was run away with from both Parties, 
Our Conſternation was extreme, when we diſco- 
rered this Perhdy, and ſaw, at Diſtance, our Boat 
under Sail, and ploughing thro' the Waves. We 
were unable to ſpeak or think, and were involved 
in the deepeſt and moſt cruel Deſpair, finding now 
all Hopes to get away fruitleſs, and of no Effect, 
unleſs Providence directed ſome Veſſel that Way, 
which was a Thing we had no Foundation to ſup- 
poſe. We were now only ten of us, including our 
Priſoners, who ſeemed ſo ſincerely penitent, that 
they were ſuffered to walk Abroad, but were not 
truſted with Arms, Nothing can equal, ſure, our 
diſconſolate Condition, and we began to think 
Heaven had forſaken us, and that we muſt finiſh 
our Days thus remote from our Friends, and na- 
tive Country, and robbed of all our ſanguine De- 
fires, and fondeſt Wiſhes; when, one calm Morn- 
ing, to our infinite Joy, we deſcried a Sail, at ſome 
Leagues Diſtance ; upon which we made a great 
Fire on an Eminence, and, getting upon another 
Hill, pitched a great Pole thercon, upon which we 


hung a Shirt, and continued firing our Muſquets, 
| without 
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without Intermiſſion, hoping ſome Eye or other 
on Board her would diſcover theſe Signals of Diſ- 
treſs; and how rejoiced were we, when we could 
ſee a Boat put off, full of Men, who rowed with all 
their Might towards the Iſland, and ſoon came 
within Hale of us; when, lying on their Oars, they 
aſked us, in Portugueze, Who we were? I anſwered 
for the reſt in that Language, That we were the 
Remains of the Crew of an Engliſß Ship, who had 
been ſhipwrecked here a great while ago ; and beg- 
ged them, for God's Sake, to take us on Board, 
which they immediately conſented to; but would not 
touch the Company's Silver, without firſt obtaining 
their Captain's Leave, We were overcome with 
Tranſport at this Change of our Condition, and 
returned ſincere Thanks to God for our Delive- 
rance, and that we had fallen into the Hands of 
Friends and Allies to our Nation; and, indeed, we 
met with the nobleſt Uſage from the Captain, Don 
Franciſco de Zuniga, who, at my Requeſt, ſent his 
Boat again to Shore for the Treaſure I was ſo fond 
of ſaving for my Owners Benefit. This Ship was 
bound from Goa, on a trading Voyage to China and 
Japan, and was a very large Veſſel, and better 
manned than moſt of the Portugueze Ships gene- 
rally are in theſe Parts of the World; and the 
good Captain agreed to put us aſhore at Canton» 
which was the firſt Place he deſigned to touch at. 


Nothing could happen better than this; nor could 
we 
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we be carried to a more deſirable Place; but, 
tho' we experienced all the Goodneſs and Ge- 
neroſity imaginable from this noble Portugueze, 
we experienced the utmoſt Brutality, and ſuper- 
ſtitious Hatred from the common Sailors, poſlible 
and could not help acknowledging, that, in their 
Ships, they are the moſt naſty and lazy Wretches, 
that ever the World produced ; and ſuch bad Sea- 
men in general, that, in a hard Gale of Wind, 
they, inſtead of beſtirring themſelves with Briſkneſs 
and Alacrity, are conſtantly ſupplicating their St. 
Antonio to do their Buſineſs for them; fo that 
their Commanders are forced to exeit their Au- 
thority over them, as over a Pack of Slaves, to 
bring them to any Thing. They are, however, 
well acquainted. with the Ea/?- Indian Seas, and are 
good Pilots; and from them we learned, that the 
Iſland we were upon was called Agen; which 
they themſelves had been driven to the Sight of 


alſo by a Storm, which proved to us fo propitious 


and fortunate, Don Franciſco was as geod as his 
Word, and ſet us ſafely on Shore at Canton, re- 
fuſing to take any Satisfaction for the Service he 
had done us; and we once more got amongſt our 
Countrymen, after a Series of ſuch Perils, Miſ- 
fortunes, and Dangers ; and ſoon aftert ook Paſſage 
in another of the Company's Ships for England, 
where, when we arrived, and had given the Di- 
rectors an Account of our Behaviour and Hard- 

| ſhips, 
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ſhips, they treated us very kindly, made us hand- 
ſome Preſents, and gave Capt. Friendly a Ship for 
Coaſt and Bay, and provided me with my preſent 
Voyage, to my old Station, Canton, whence I am 
arrived here, Homeward-bound, happy in having 
recovered a Friend I ſo dearly love, and who has 
been conſtantly uppermoſt in my Thoughts. 

We ſympathiſed with each other, in the va- 
rious Difficulties and Misfortunes we had met 
with, and congratulated, mutually, one another, 
on our good Succeſs, which was likely now to raiſe 
us to a State of uninterrupted Happineſs, if a Mor- 
tal can ever be ſaid to participate of it. He heard 
Prim's Adventures with Pleaſure and Surpriſe, and 
conceived an high Opinion and Regard for Mr. 
Saris, When he talked of his dear Bellair, he 
perceived the Tears ſtart in my Eyes; and I could 
not help making a mournful Compariſon between 
his happy State and my Miſery, deprived, for ever, 
of my adorable and adored Lowſa, He ſaw my 
Pain; and, taking me in his Arms, kindly ſaid all 
he could to diſſipate my Uneaſineſs, and blamed 
himſelf for mentioning a Name which could not 
fail reviving my Ideas of the Charmer of my Soul. 
He would fain have perſuaded us to leave the 
Dutch Ship, and go Paſſengers in his; but we had 
contracted ſuch a Friendſhip for Capt. Beeckman, 
and he had done ſo many Things, kindly to ac- 
commodate us in the Voyage, that at length my 

Friend 
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Friend agreed, it would be almoſt a Crime to leave 
him, and eſpecially as their Ship was fo full, that 
he could not promiſe us near ſo good Entertain- 
ment there. He invited the Captain with us, to 
a genteel Treat he gave us on Board his Ship; and, 


all the Time we lay at the Cape, the Intercourſe of 


Civilities from Ship to Ship was great and noble; 
and like Men who ſincerely delighted to oblige each 
other. The friendly Behaviour between Mr. Diaper, 
myſelf, and Mr. Saris, ſpread a Complacency every- 
where, and inſpired Love and Humanity into 
every Breaſt. When we had got all on Board that 
was neceſſary for our Voyage, my dear Friend 
took a tender Farewel of us, hoping we ſhould ar- 
rive ſafe to the deſired, the deſtined Spot, from 


which we had been ſo long abſent, in theſe uncom- 


fortable, ſultry Climates. Capt. Beeckman, by the 
Deſire of the other Captains, took the Command 
as Commodore, and delivered his Orders accordingly; 
reſolving, if poſſible, to keep Company with each 


other to Europe. We weighed, and ſet fail in Con- 


cert, and continued ſo till we came the Length of 
the Canarizs; when a violent Storm aroſe, that 
put us in the utmoſt Pain for each other. Our 
Ship rode it well; but Capt. Friendly's, and that 
wherein my Friend was, ſeemed to labour very 


hard, amidſt the impetuous Winds, and boiling. 


Waves, which roſe even to the Clouds ; and, in a 
Day afterwards; the Storm ſtill continuing, we loft, 
Sight 
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Sight of our whole Fleet, to our great Uneaſineſs, 
I ſent up Petitions for their Safety, and prayed that 
the Almighty would ſtill the raging Main, and 
protect my poor Friend and his Companions. We 
drove thus for ſeveral] Days; but at length the 
Tempeſt abated, and a ftill Calm ſucceeded this 
War of the Elements. 


— 


CHAP. LI. 


T hey put into Madeira. — An extraordinary 
Adventure. Ie ſaves an old Friend from a 
Gang of 'Bravoes.—T hey are wounded in 
the Conflict. —T heir mutual Foy at the Sight 
of each other. — Mr. Archer's Account of 
. the Accident, He embarks with Captain 
Beeckman.—T hey arrive at Amſterdam. 


HE Winds hanging contrary to us, and 
| ſome of our Men being very ill, our Cap- 
tain reſolved to touch at the Madeira's; and ac- 
cordingly we anchored in the Road of Fial; and 
ſoon after the Captain, Mr. Saris, and myſelf, 
went on Shore, and dined at the Dutch Conſul's, 
where we were elegantly entertained ; and the next 
Day paid our Compliments to the Eugliſb Conſul, 
who received us with that Politeneſs ſo uſual to that 


Gentleman, and ſtaid us to Dinner; and ſeveral 
of 
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of the Engliſß Merchants accompanied us to ſee 
the Curioſities of the Ifland, and thoſe of the 
Town. I had a particular Veneration for this 
Place, as it was the Scene of the Adventures of two- 
faithful Lovers, who here finiſhed their Lives and 
Misfortunes together, after retiring from the Rage 
of their Perſecutors in England, The Romiſb In- 
habitants abound with all the ſuperſtitious Cuſtoms 
and Ceremonies that can make a rational Creature 
fick of Ignorance and Enthuſiaſm; and, perhaps, in' 
their Manners, are the baſeſt and loweſt Wretches 
that one can form an Idea of. I found the cele- 
brated Wines of this Place not near of ſo generous 
a Reliſh and Flavour, as they were in moſt diſtant 
Parts I had drank them: And *tis an Obſervation 
of the Merchants, that the beſt Madeira is to be 
found at New York, in North America, owing as 
much to their Management of it there, as to the 
Accidents of Purgation and Refining which it meets 
d with in the Paſſage. We ſpent many agreeable 
j- Hours here, and were univerſally careſſed ; but, 
— to our Diſappointment, found only one Dutch 
d Ship, of all our Convoy, had put into Hal; which 
gave me freſh Pain for poor Diaper, who, my me- 
lancholy Diſpoſition ſuggeſted to me, had periſhed 
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ct in the Ocean's devouring Jaws. 

l, One Evening I was returning from a Merchant's 
at to the Engliſh Conſul's, having left Mr. Saris and 
al Captain Beeckman behind me, and was going to 


Vor. II. E the 
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the upper Part of the Town for that Purpoſe, when 
my Ears were accoſted with the Claſhing of Swords, 
and ſeveral heated Expreſſions uttered in the Por- 
zugueze Language; and particularly one Voice cri- 
ed, Villains, tho' oppreſſed with Numbers, you'll 
find me no eaſy Conqueſt! From a certain gene- 
rous Propenſity in my Nature, I drew my Sword, 
and haſtened to the Succour of this unknown Per- 
ſon, and, by the glimmering Twilight, could per- 
ceive he was aſſaulted by fix others, who had ur. 
rounded him; upon which I cried, in the ſame 
Language, Courage, Sir, I believe your Cauſe is 
good by the Multitude of your Aſſailants; For- 
tune has ſent you an Aſſiſtant, who, perhaps, may 
turn the Scale on your Side; and, fo faying, I be- 
ſtitred myſelf in a Manner that made our Antago- 
niſts think it was Time to act with more Caution 
than they had hitherto done; but Villains are al- 
ways Cowards, and after giving my Companion a 
Wound, that laid him on the Ground, and run- 
ning me thro the Leſt- arm, one of them dropping, 
and the reſt having received ſeveral Hurts, they 
ſeoured away, and leſt us Maſters of the Field of 
Battle, By this Time the Garrifon had been alarm- 
etl, and a firovg Party, with an Officer at the 


Head of it, ſent to quell any Diſarder that might 


have atiſen: They found me raiſing the unknown 


Gentleman, who had received ſeveral Wounds, and, 
when they had Sooke in the dead en 8 Face, 


they 
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they knew him to be one of thoſe execrable Raſ- 
cals, that for Hire will undertake to rid a Man of 
his Enemy, by ſtabbing him or ſhooting him pri- 
vately, or attacking him with Numbers; a Prac- 
tice more common amongſt the Portugueze than 
even with the Spaniards and Italians; nay, thoſe 
Fellows pretend to ſo much Honour in their Way, 
that, if the Employer happens to relent, they ſurely 
ſacrifice him, if he gives. Notice to his Antagoniſt 
to avoid the Danger he has planted for him. 


When the Officer had received my Account of the 


Affair, he very civilly deſired me to attend him to 


the Governor, who was making merry at an Eng- 


lh Merchant's, who teſtified ſo much in my Fa- 
vour, that we were ſet at Liberty, and a Procla- 
mation ſl ucd to take the reſt of the Perſons con- 
cerned in this vile Attempt. The Gentleman, I 
had relieved, could ſcarcely walk, but, underſtand- 
ing he quartered at Don Henrigues de Guzman's, 
the Officer and myſelf accompanied him there, 
where we received the Thanks of that Gentleman, 
and a fine young Lady, his Daughter, who both 
ſee med mightily affected with the Misfortune that 
had happened to their Friend. In the Hurry and 
Confuſion, this Affair had put me into, I had 
not regarded him attentively; but, hearing him 


thank me very gratefully in the Engliſʒ Language, 


methought the Tone and Manner of his Expreſ- 
ſion revived ſomewhat in my Memory, that had 
L 2 been 
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been very faithfully recorded there ; and how plea- 
ſingly ſurpriſed was I, when, aſking the Name of 
his Preſerver, after telling him it was Thompſon, 
weak as he was, he gave a tranſporting Cry, and 
ſaid, Ves, tis he, it could be no- body elſe but him 
that ſaved me. Ah, my dear Friend |—and yet it 
can't be he,—it muſt,—it is, —and he has quite 
forgotten his faithful Archer : At that Name, I 
plainly perceived it to be that young Gentleman J 
had ſo dearly valued, and who was ſo altered, it 
was impoſſible for me elſe to have recollected him. 
Tho' now plain, it was ſtill myſterious, and, tak- 
ing him in my Arms, our Congratulations were ſo 
affecting and tender, as melted all the Standers-by ; 
in ſhort, we were moved ourſelves, and all the lit- 
tle Scenes of boyiſh Affection, and the Tranſacti- 
ons of our juvenile Years ruſhed at once into our 
Minds, and cauſed an inexpreſſible Gladneſs to play 
about our Hearts. Don Henriques, and the reſt 
of us, could hardly perſuade him to go to Bed and 
have his Wounds dreſſed, which we found were not 
dangerous; and, as to mine, it appeared fo flight 
a Matter, that I would have fat up all Night with 
my Friend: But that the Surgeon would by no 
Means permit, for already our Interview had cau- 
ſed a Fever in him, which he was very apprehen- 

five of the Conſequences of; fo returning Thanks 
to the Gentleman and his Family, I departed 


to 
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to my Lodging, promiſing Archer, that I would ſee 
him betimes in the Morning. 

I informed Mr. Saris of my good Fortune, in 
having ſaved the Life of a Man I fo much loved, 
and whom I had not ſeen for ſo many Years. I 
could perceive Mr, Archer was altered very much 


| for the better, and had all the Gentleman about 


him; together with the Roughneſs of an Engliſb- 
man, there was mingled the ſoft Air and Look of 
the Portugueze, which had a very good Effect upon 
the Spectator; but what I valued him much for 
was to ſee, that he carried the ſame honeſt friendly 
Heart in his Boſom, that he had done when we 
roved the Fields of Science, under the endearing 


Care of my Father, I carried Mr. Saris with me 


to ſee him, and he was ſo well recovered, that he 
was able to diſcourſe ; and we renewed again all 
thoſe Teſtimonies of Affection, ſo natural where 
there is an eſtabliſhed Regard between two Per- 
ſons ; and, he being able to bear it, at his Deſire I 
gave him an Account of all my Tranſactions and 
Adventures from the Time of our Separation till 


now, Part of which he had received by Letter from 


his Father, who he informed me, much to my 
Joy, was alive and well, with Mr. Sharply the 
elder ; but, as to young Sharpley, he had not heard 
of him for ſome Time, near a Twelve- month. He 
condoled with me like a Man that loved me on 
my Diſaſters, and congratulated me on my ſucceed- 


L 3 ing 


225 The Lite and Adventures 


ing good Fortune, with an unſtigned Satisfaction. 
Upoa enquiring after his Affairs, I found they had 
not been interſperſed with any very extraordinary 
Accidents ; but that, in a ſettled Courſe of Traffic, 
he had made himſelf Maſter of a pretty Fortune ; 
that the Scene of his Buſineſs had not been ſolely 
confined to Oporto ; that he had frequently reſided 
t Liſbon, from whence he had now brought a 
Cargo to Madeira, which having diſpoſed of to 
great Advantage, he had a Thought of taking Paſ- 
ſage with us for Holland, from whence he would 
provide himſelf with another Cargo to Oporto : His 
Letters from England were of much Jater Date 
than any of mine, and from them J learnt my 
Father and all our Friends were well in Yorkſhire, 
where Mr. Archer propoſed to viſit us in about a 
Twelve-month, and, if Things went to his Mind, 
to ſettle in London, I was charmed at his E227 
ſal of going with us to Holland, and aſſured him, 
he ſhould want no Accommodations, if I myſelf 
was forced even to ſwing in a Hammock. Mr, 
Archers Life hitherto had been one uniform 
Plan, wherein the Merchant had always the upper 
Hand; and, in the Conſideration of riſing in his 
Profeſſion, all the Starts and Paſſions of the Soul 
were centered; indeed no Man ſeemed better cut out 
for Trade, having all the admired Principles of that 
Set of Men. As he had not mentioned a Word of 
Eove in his whole Story, I could not imagine how 
| be 
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he came to be attacked by the Bravves, thoſe Aſ- 
faults being commonly the Reſult of ſome Amour; 
and therefore I made ſo free as to aſk him, If he 
knew the Meaning of his being fet upon by them ? 
He told me, he gueſſed ſomewhat of the Matter, and 
that his being careſſed by Don Henrigues, and his a- 
miable Daughter, had raiſed the Hatred of Don 
Juan de Carvalho, a noble Portugueze, who had 
Pretenſions to her; and, Love and Jealouſy being 
almoſt always united in the Portugueze, that he 
had thus contrived to take him off. We en- 
tered into a Diſcourſe of the baſe Principles that 
animate this Nation, and from thence into another 
on Duelling, which is ſo common in other Coun- 
tries; and Mr, Saris obſerved, that the Method of 
taking an Enemy off in this Manner, with the 
gloomy revengeful Portugueze, allowing for the 
different Notions of Things, that different People 
or Nations have, was equally honourable when 
conſidered in this Light, that the ſingle Com- 
batant, as well as the Aſſaſſinator, thinks no- 
thing can retrieve his Honour but ſpilling the 
Blood of his Antagoniſt, Indeed the [generous 
Engliſhman, and the Frenchman, oppoſes his Man 
ſingly, and Face to Face; but the ſame Princi- 
ples inſpire his Breaſt as do thoſe of an Talian, 
when he ſlabs you behind with his Stiletto; for 
they purſue the ſame Ends, but by different Routs, 
If any Thing, the Practice of the Engi/h and 
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French is more abſurd ; for to have received an In. 
Jury, and, at the ſame Time, to put it in the Power 
of your Enemy to take your Life, is either con- 
founding Right and Wrong, or is depending upon 
the Aſſiſtance of a Being in the Combat, who has 
declared, He that ſbeds Man's Blood, by Man ſhall 
bis Blood be ſhed. Pity: it is, that the utmoſt Con- 
tempt does not ſucceed ſuch Encounters to both 
Parties, and that, by a public Brand, they were 
not ſeparated from Society, as Aliens and Strangers 
to thoſe amiable Propenſities of human Nature, 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs of Injuries. 

Captain Beeckman conſenting at our Requeſt te 
Mr. Archer's taking Paſſage with him, we acccm- 
modated him as well as we could ; and being quite 
recovered, and ſettling his Affairs, ſo as to find 
them as he wiſhed, when he ſaw his Correſpond - 
ent at Liſbon, we took Leave. of all Friends and 
Acquaintance, and, weighing, ſtood for the North- 
eaſt, and were ſoon out of Sight of the Iſland, run- 
ning afore the Wind with a fine Gale, which gave 
us Hopes of foon concluding our tedious Voyage. 
Fair and ferene Weather continued during the 
Remainder of our Paſſage, which, being at the 
moſt pleaſant Seaſon of the Year, yielded us a 
great deal of Satisfaction; and ſure no one can 
deſcribe the many Starts and Motions of Joy 
that filled my Heart, in approaching Europe's hap- 


py Seats, after ſo long an Abſence; nay, the ſame 
Gladneſs, 
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Gladneſs ſhone in the Eyes of the meaneſt of our 
Crew, and even Mr. Saris, tho' oppreſſed with a 
black and deadly Melancholy, ſeemed inſpired with 
Pleaſure. It is Providence, it is Heaven itſelf, who 
has placed in our Breaſts, that Inclination to our 
native Country, that directs and ſtimulates us in 
all our Actions; that amiable Propenſity to deſire 
and long to behold and enjoy the Happineſs of liv- 
ing, of dying, where we were firſt kindled into 
Life, and firſt became Members of Society ! Even 


the frozen Laplander, and the Sun-burnt Hotten- 


tot, have the ſame Sentiments, and deprived of their 
native, tho* comfortleſs Skies, are greatly unhappy, 
and, pining, feel the moſt pungent Sorrow. 

We came to Anchor in that famous River, on 
which is ſeated the ever renowned Mart Amſter- 
dam, and I thought, for a long Time, my Cu- 
rioſity could never be ſatisfied, in viewing all the 
Wonders of that great Metropolis, not only of the 
United Provinces, but, I may ſay, alſo of the whole 
trading World ; and my two Companions, who 
were alſo before Strangers to the Place and Coun- 
try, were as eager, as myſelf, to gratiſy themſelves 
in inſpecting the Laws and Cuſtoms of this wile 
and great People. 
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Mr. Saris departs for Ireland.— Archer takes 
Leave of Thompſon, and embarks for 
Oporto. — He diſpoſes of his Diamond to 
great Advantage. —Viſits Rotterdam, and 
other Places. Embarks in the Saliſbury, 
Mac Kenzie, for London. —T hey are taken 
_ tytheF rench. 


R. Saris, having f. found an Opportunity to go 

to Ireland, by a Ship bound to Cork, laid 
hold of it, and, after taking the moſt tender Leave 
of each other, and promiſing to keep up an epiſto- 
lary Correſpondence, embarked for that Place, leav- 
ing it to my Care to remit him the Effects he 
had in Truman's Hands, when I got to England, 
where J would have perſuaded him to accom- 
pany me; but he was very eager to ſee his Son, and 
therefore I could not poſſibly expect that Gratifica- 
tion. Soon after his Departure, Mr. Archer, hav- 
ing completed a valuable Cargo for Portugal, alſo 
took his Leave of me, intruſting to my Care 
Letters to his Father, to mine, and my Mother, 
and Mr. Sharpley the elder. I parted with him, 
with great Regret, and his Reluctance to ſeparate 
'was' almoſt as great as mine; but we comforted 
each other, in the Conſideration, that, in about a 

3 Twelvemonth, 
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Twelvemonth, he would be able to complete all his 
Affairs Abroad, and return to England. 

I applied to ſeveral eminent Jewellers to diſpoſe 
of my large Diamond, which I was now reſolved 
to turn into Money, in order to remit it to Eng- 
land; but ſome thro* Ignorance, and others thro 
Knavery, put ſo low a Price upon it, that I was 
reſolved not to diſpoſe of it here at all: However 
at laſt T happened, at a Coffee-houſe adjoining to 
the Stadt-hauſe, to mention it to Mr. Levy, a no- 
ted Jewiſh Broker, who was in Raptures at the 
Sight of it, and undertook to get me a Cuſtomer; 
which he accordingly did in the Prince of Darm · 
ſtadt, whoſe Agent paid me down to the Amount 
of 22000 J. which was more than ever I expect- 
ed; and I'thought myſelf ſo obliged to the Fidelity 
and Addreſs of Levy, that I inſiſted upon his ac- 
cepting 200 Florins, beſides what was uſual for 
Commiſſion z and thus I found myſelf richer than I 
could in my moſt ſanguine Hopes have deſired, and 
immediately procured Bills payable at London, 
which J ſent by the Packet to Mr. Diaper, reſerv- 
ing only abbut. 500 J. to carry me Home, and for 
ſuch other Matters as might occur. I now made 
the Tour of the Provinces, and ſaw the moſt 
conſiderable Places in the Dominions of the 
Republic, and at length went to Rotterdam, with 
a View to get a Paſſage in ſome Ship for England, 
and found the Saliſbury, Capt. Mac- Nenzit ready 
L 6. to 
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to ſail; with whom agreeing, I embarked with 
him, and in three or four Days afterwards ſailed 
for that Country my Soul now longed after, tho 
it revived in my Mind a thouſand Ideas, that gave 

me Pain inexpreſſible. 
Captain M*Kenzie's Ship was a very ſtout one, 
and well manned; ſo, notwithſtanding Privateers 
ſwarmed in the Channel and North Seas, he was 
reſolved not to wait for Convoy, but make the 
beſt of his Way alone, and accordingly we failed 
-with a favourable Wind ; but, abreaſt of the North 
Foreland, we were chaced by a Privateer under 
French Colours, who, tho' we crouded all the Sail 
-we could, wronged us greatly, and ſoon came up 
with us: She was a large Ship, full of Guns and 
Men; however M. Kenzie reſolved to do all he could 
to ſave himſelf, and, edging down upon her, 
gave her a Broadſide, which raked her fore and aft, 
and damaged her Rigging ; our Salute was return- 
ed by the like Compliment, and all their Tops being 
manned with Marines, with ſmall Arms, who diſ- 
.charged at the ſame Time, we had a Number of our 
Men killed and wounded, and Captain 1*Kenziz 
being ſhot thro' the Head, his Mate diſabled, and 
all Things in Confuſion, it was thought high Time 
to ſtrike to the Enemy, who ſent their Boat on 
Board of us, and, leaving a Number of Hands be- 
| bind them, took me and two or three other Paſſen- 
gers with them to appear before their Captain, 
whoſe 
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whoſe Name was Le Serre, and the Privateei's the 
Terrible, belonging to Havre de Grace, He be- 
haved with an Extremity of Politeneſs, returned us 
our Swords, made us dine with him, and forbad his 


Men to ftrip any of the Priſoners, to whom he 
acted with great Generofity and Tenderneſs. He 


found his Prize a very good one, which perhaps 
not a little contributed to his pleaſant Temper, for 


we were laden with a very valuable Cargo. My 


Loſs was very trifling, conſiſting principally of what 
Money I had about me; and Le Serre very much 


diſtinguiſhed me, and ſeemed greatly pleaſed. with 
my Converſation. And thus I found myſelf in the 


Condition of a Captive, tho' it did not give me 
much Pain, as there had, I underſtood, been a Car- 


tel ſettled between the two Nations for the Ex- 
change of Priſoners : Nay, I was not a little pleaſed 


that I ſhould have an Opportunity to ſee France, 


which I had a long Time deſired, 


CHAP 
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He ſets out for Paris. — He relieves an Engliſh 
Officer in Diſtreſs —Finds bim to be an old 
Friend. They ſatisfy one another in the Re- 
lation of their Adventures. hey viſit Ver- 
ſailles. —The Officer falls in Love with a 
Lady they meet in the Gardens. 1115 


Aving diſpoſed of Matters in the Prize, and 
on Board the Terrible, the Captain carried 
us into Dunkirt, where our Men were put into- 
the Priſon ; but, as to myſelf and the reſt of the 
Paſſengers, we had Liberty, upon our Parole, to 
walk in the Town, fo that we did- not go near 
[the Works, which they are very cautious left 
any Stranger ſhould inſpect, We had a Houſe af- 
figned us to lodge in, and from thenee, when a 
little ſettled, I wrote to my Father, Truman, and 
other Friends in England, to whom I had alſo be- 
fore wrote from Rotterdam, acquainting them with 
the Misfortune that had happened to me, and letting 
them know that I had drawn a Bill for 200/. paya- 
ble on Sight, to Monſieur Yarillon, or his Order in 
London. I received an Anſwer in about a Month, 
in which, after condoling with me on my Miſhap, 
they informed me, that Truman, with my Effects, 
had arrived ſafe in England, and that they had 
diſpoſed 
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1 | diſpoſed every Thing for my Benefit ; that the 


Bills I ſent from Holland had been paid, and that 
all my Friends were in Health, and longed for no-- 
thing ſo much as to ſee me; and Mr. Goodwill had 
got Letters from a great Man to the Miniſter of 
the Marine in France, by which he did not doubt 
they ſhould hear I was immediately releaſed ; and 
this Way they the rather took, as no Cartel Ship. 
would fail to France for ſome Time. My Mo- 
ther's Letter was full of Tenderneſs and all that 
Affection and Regard ſhe preſerved in her Breaſt for 
her Son, of which I had had ſo many and fo great 
Inſtances. One Thing gave me a high Satisfac- 
tion, which was, that I teceived a Letter from my 
Friend Diaper, who had ſafely arrived in England, 
and only waited my coming Home to celebrate his. 
Nuptials with his deareſt Mifs Bellair. In about: 
10 Days after I had the Pleaſure of receiving 
theſe Letters, which ſet my Heart at reſt, an Or- 
der came to the Governor of Dunkirk, to releaſe an 
Engliſh Gentleman, whoſe Name was Thompfong. 
and tb ſuffer him to depart to whatever Place his 
Inclination Jed him; and accordingly I was ſent 
for by him, and acquainted with the News. I re- 
turned him my Thanks in the beft Manner I could, 
and he ftaid me to dine with him; and I wrote a 
Letter of Acknowledgment to the Miniſter, and 
hoped J ſhould be permitted to thank him in Perſon 
at my Arrival at Paris, where I propoſed to do my- 

| f Porn 
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ſelf the Honour to go as ſoon as I had ſettled my 
Affairs at Dunkirk. This I had no ſooner done, 
and received Remittances from London, than I re- 
ſolved to ſet out for Paris; but, before I went, 
thought I could not leave Dunkirh, with Satisfac- 
tion to my Mind, unleſs I endeavoured. to foften 
the Rigours of my Countrymen's Confinement, 
who were now very numerous; and, accordingly, 
I went to the Place of their Durance, and be- 
ſtowed upon each of them a Sum of Money, and, 
for the Uſe of the Ship's Crew I was taken in, I 
left a conſiderable Sum in the Hands of Mr. Peſſtle- 
thwaite, an Engliſh Merchant reſiding at Dunkirk, 
with a Defire that he would iſſue it out to them, 
as he thought in his Diſcretion they needed it. Dun- 
kirk is not more formidable at preſent to this Na- 
tion, by its Situation and the Works that have been 
carried on there, than as it is the Receptacle and 
Aſylum of all the Outlaws, Bankrupts, and Smug- 
glers almoſt, that are forced to leave their native 
Country for Fear of Puniſhment for their Crimes 
and Frauds ; the latter particularly, who are con- 
ſtantly employed, in Defiance of our Laws, in ma- 
king Trips over to England with uncuſtomed 
Goods, are of the greateſt Service to the French, 
by the early Intelligence they give their Merchants 
of the Men of War and Privateers that fail from 
our Ports, with their Deſtination, by which they 
are able to ſteer ſuch. Courſes, as they may avoid 
the Danger of being made Prize of; ſo that no 
Set 
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Set of People meet with more Countenance here, 
or are more encouraged by the Governors of all 
their Sea-Port Towns. 
| Thifed a proper Conveyance, and ſet out by Way 
of Graveline to Calais, and from thence took Paſ- 
ſage in the Coach for Paris. Our Company con- 
ſiſted of three or four French Officers and a Domini- 
can, who was going to that Metropolis, having 
procured a Chaplainſhip to a Perſon of Diſtinction 
there. Nothing could be more entertaining than 
this Company, and the uſual Politeneſs of the French 
Nation made our Journey infinitely agreeable. At 
Amiens one of our Companions left us, whoſe Place 
was ſupplied by an Engliſh Gentleman, who ſeem- 
ed in Perſon and Temper formed to pleaſe : It is 
natural for one to be very curious in knowing the 
Affairs that detain our Countrymen in France, at 
this Time; and in a free and genteel Way he in- 
formed us, that he had been Captain of the Spy, an 
Engliſh Sloop of Mar, which was, in purſuing a French 
Privateer too eagerly, run on Shore upon the Coaft 
of France, where, after loſing their Veſſel, they 
were obliged to ſeek for Shelter in their Longboat, 
and were made Priſoners of War; that bis Crew 
bad been with himſelf exchanged, but having con- 
trated a Friendſhip with the Sieur du Pleſſis, Cap- 
tain of the Amiable, a French Ship of War, he bad 
accorded to an Invitation he made him to pay him 
a Viſit at Paris. The reſt of this Gentleman's 
Diſcourſe 
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Difcourſe gave me a very high Idea of his good Senſe, 


and there was ſomewhat ſo ſweet ſeemingly in his 


Diſpoſition, that one could not avoid loving him, 
At Beauvais, for we took that Road, this Gentleman 
called me on one Side, and, begging my Pardon, de- 
fired I would with Patience and Candour hear him 
make a Requeſt to me, which, from his Knowledge 
of his Countrymen's Generoſity, and from ſome 
Things he had heard me advance in Diſcourſe, he 
had great Hopes I would freely grant him : In ſhort, 
Sir, I am unhappy enough to have been robbed be- 
tween Calais and Amiens, by two Iriſb Soldiers, of 
all I had about me, and I can't promiſe myſelf to 
receive Money for ſome Weeks, even when I come 
to Paris, At preſent I have only one Livre about 
me, and am unable to pay my Reckoning and 
Coach-hire; but, if you can have ſo much Confi- 
dence in me, as to lend me a ſew Livres, you may 
depend upon it I will moſt faithfully repay you 
again. I took him by the Hand, and told him, 

he obliged me by his Requeſt, and, feeling in 
my Purſe, drew forth Kalf the Contents, and 
put it into his Hands, amounting to ſome Louis 
d Org. He ſtood filent for ſome Time, and then, 
advancing, catched me eagerly in his Arms, and 
could not find Words to expreſs his Acknow- 
ledgments ; at length he cried, Would to God, 
Sir I may merit your Friendſhip, for I already 


feel I ſhall be unbappy, if I am not eſteem'd by 


you; 
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you; and perhaps, Sir, you may one Time or other 
think it no Diſgrace to be known by Sharpley, 
Sharpley ! J replied, with a remarkable Alteration 
of Voice and Countenance, it can't be; pray, dear 
Sir, what Countryman are you? If of Yor#fhire, as 
my Heart ſeems to tell me, I ſhall count myſelf 
happy. I am, Sir, I am of that County, he re- 
joined with Precipitation; but, dear Sir, are you 
acquainted with that Name and Family? I am not 
only acquainted, Sir, but love them all as well as 
do myſelf, and am furpriſed at my Dulneſs, that 
I could not diſcover my dear Friend before : Come 
to my Arms, and partake of all that is mine; for 
our antient Tie of Friendſhip intitles you to it.— 
Is it poſſible you ſhould not remember Thompſon ? 
Thompſon, he cried, what ?—Yes,—my dear Joey / 
It is he himſelf, and that accounts for the Impulſes 
I felt in his Favour | We embraced, and I believe 
no one ever was Witneſs to ſo much mutual Love 
and Tenderneſs between two Friends; we were 
never tired with gazing at each other; and this un- 
expected Meeting in'a Foreign Country,—in ſuch 
Circum ſtances gave a Flow of Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction, that Expreſſion is too faint to deſcribe : 
There was ſomewhat in Sharpley more like my- 
ſc}f than in Archer; he was a more generous open 
Soul, his Scene of Life had been as much varied as 
my own, and he had all that native Freedom and 


Generoſity in his Breaſt and Actions, that cannot 
fail 
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fail of raiſing Love and Eſteem. We even wept 
on both Sides, and quite forgot that we were going 


to Paris, had not the Driver of the YVoiture awaken- 


ed us from our Tranſports, by telling us it was 
Time to prepare for going. The reſt of our Jour- 
ney was full of the increaſed Pleaſure ariſing from 
the Company of ſuch a Friend, and we arrived ſafe- 
ly at Paris, where Sharpiey inſiſted on my accom- 
panying him to the Houſe of Monſieur du Pleſſu, 
where that Gentleman, in the politeſt Manner, 
begged us to make it our own whilſt we ſtaid, It 
was in the Street of St. Honore, and himſelf and 
his Family were ſuch engaging People, that 1 
thought myſelf quite happy in their Society; and, 
as to Sharpley, he was treated by Du PleſSs, more 
like a Brother than an Acquaintance, He had re- 
ceived ſome Wounds in an Encounter with an 
Engliſh Ship of War, and had obtained Leave, for 
his Bravery, to ſpend ſome Months with his Fa- 
mily in this City, where the beſt and greateſt Com- 
pany daily reſorted to ſee him. When we were a 
little ſettled, I called my Friend on one Side, and 
told him, as he expected no Remittance from his 
Agent for ſome Time, I begged he would make 
free with my Purſe, and let us ſhare it; that, as to 
my Part, I was ſo ſituated, that I could have Money 


enough of any Banker in Paris, and therefore in- 


fiſted upon it, that he ſhould deal with it as his 


own, without Reſerve ; he thanked me in the 


warmeſt 
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warmeſt Manner, and we immediately ſhared what 
I had remaining about me, and began to live in 


- common with that Openneſs that diſtinguiſhes 

8 Friends and Gentlemen, from the avaricious and 
penurious Creatures, that only pretend to thoſe 

n ſublime Principles, that we felt at the Bottom of 

* our Hearts. 

* Hail, holy Friendſhip, that inſpires the Boſom 

„ with generous Warmth and Harmony! that 


ry tunes the Soul to Notes of higheſt Concord, and 
lt compenſates for all the Ills of Life! Born with this 


d Principle towards each other, this kind, this hea- 
I venly Motion to mutual Love and ſoft Benevo- 
d, lence, nothing but Paſſion's fell deteſted Reign, and 
re baneful vice in her maligneſt Progreſs, can break 
- the native Tie that knits Mankind together! a Tie 
in as neceſſary to Societies as *tis to Individuals, It 
＋ leſſens Loads of Woe, with aching Sympathy and 
2- WH tendereſt Compaſſion ; and Joy, which loves to be 
* commuffcated, increaſes more and more, when- 
a ever it finds Partakers in its Tranſports. The 
d Wretch, all Gloom, who has not, does not feel thy 
is Influence, lives a moſt jealous, moſt ſuſpicious 
te Creature; forlorn, he ſtalks about all comfortleſs, 
to and knows he wants the friendly Aid, the power- 
y ful Aſſiſtance, to ward each fatal Blow that threats 
»- WW Deftrution to his Peace and Quiet! Oh! may 1 
is never live devoid of thee! Benign and lovely 
Ie Sweetener 
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Sweetener of my Life, dear Conſolation to the trou- 
bled Breaſt. 

When we found a proper Opportunity, accord. 
ing to my Friend's earneſt Deſire, I gave him an 
Account of all the Accidents that had beiallen me, 
fince he firſt went to Sea, at which he expreſſed 
the utmoſt Surpriſe z and when I related the Death 
of my Louiſa, and my Deſpair and Diſtraction after 
that melancholy Occurrence, he could not refrain 
Tears, which plentifully trickled down his Cheeks, 
and teſtified more than any Thing the Affection 
he bore me. He then gratified me with an Account 
of his own Adventures, which principally conſiſted 
of Sea Voyages, and Affairs, and Deſcriptions of 
ſuch Places in the ſeveral Parts of the World, as 
he had viſited : He had wrote to his Father ſince 
his being taken Priſoner ; but had received no An- 
ſwer ; ſo that he was obliged to me for the lateſt 
Accounts how Affairs ſtood at Home, at which he 
was very much pleaſed, particularly to hear that 
his Father was well: He had not ſeen him ſince 
his firſt going to Sea, nor had been in England but 
once, when he was fitted out for a Cruiſe in the 
Spy, and they had then only an Opportunity to re- 
ceive one Letter from each other. He had taken 
ſome Prizes, which had turned to a good Account, 
as his Agent on Tower- hill had informed him, fo 
that, excluſive of his Pay, he was Maſter of a com- 


fortable Sum of Money ; and had endured ſuch a 
Number 
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Number of Fatigues in the Service, that, tho' he 
had an intire Affection for his King and Country's 
Intereſt, he longed for nothing more than to retire 
into Ter ire, and there enjoy ſome Years of Quiet; 
and for that Purpoſe was reſolved to return with 
me, aſter ſeeing what was worthy a curious 
Obſervation in France. I was charmed to hear 
his Inclination, and, embracing kim, told him, that 
his Intereſt ſhould be ever mine, and that, as to 
Money, he never need want it, whilſt I had any 
in my Poſſeſſion. He received this Declaration 
with ſo viſible an Emotion, and ſo many Acknow- 
ledgments, that I was obliged to inſiſt upon ceaſing 
the Diſcourſe, which, with ſome Difficulty, I 
brought him to do; for Sharpley's Sea-faring Life 
had not robbed him of his natural Eloquence, and 
I found thoſe Rudiments of Science, and thoſe great 
and noble Principles he had received from his wor- 
thy Tutor and mine, were rather inſorce] and 
ſtrengthened by the Obſervations he had made, 
than weakened by a Life of Turmoil, Noiſe and Hur- 
ry, accompanied. with the uſual Dangers that fall t) 
the Lot of Gentlemen of his Profeſſion; and, indeeJ, 
it is the Misfortune of moſt of the Officers of the 
Navy, that they are ſent very young to Sea, before they 
have made that Progreſs in Learning, that would po- 
liſh and brighten their future Conduct; and the Sages 
of the Sea may ſay what they will, but ſo early an 
Initiation is no more neceſſary in that Art than in 

the 
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the Science of the Army, where you ever find the 
fineſt and moſt polite Gentlemen, and the ſmalleſt 
Number of Brutes. It was no Wonder at all that 
we did not immediately know one another, for 
Sharpley, when a Lad, was thin and ſpare, and of a 
very fair Complexion ; but now he had increaſed 
in Bulk greatly, tho' it had not taken away from, 
but rather added to his Gentility, and was of a 
ſwarthy Complexion, which, together with the 
Difference a modiſh Dreſs and a Wig occaſioned, 
very well might conceal him. I think I never ſaw 
a Man, who looked more like a Perſon of Diſtinc- 
tion and Importance, and his very Look and Ac- 
tion beſpoke the good Opinion of all that beheld 
him. As to my Part, I was grown very thin, and 
was of as black an Hue as a Mullatto, from the in- 
tenſe Heat of the Climate I came from. I had 
alſo loſt my Hair and wore a Peruke, and the Rich- 
neſs of my Habit might, with all this, very much 
diſguiſe young Yorif1re; and I had contracted ſuch 
a careleſs Way of wearing my Apparel, in which I 
uſed to be remarkably neat, ever ſince the Loſs of 
my dear, my much lamented Louiſa, that I could 
not but ſeem a quite different Creature, even to 
thoſe who had ſeen me ſince Mr. Sharpley. 
Mr. Du Pleſſs was ſo kind, with Monſ. De Baſ- 
fomprere, his Nephew, and ſome other French Gen- 
temen, to carry us to all the public Diverſions and 


Places in Paris; the Theatre, the French and Italian 


3 Opera; 
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Opera; and, by the Favour of the Marquis of Hau- 
daincourt, a particular Friend of his, we had the 
Honour to be introduced to his 4ſt Chriſtian 
Mejeſty's Preſence, to ſee him dance at a Ball, 
and dine, ſeveral Times, with the Royal Family - 
We were alſo preſent when his Majeſty killed a 
wild Baar, with his own Hand, in the Wood of 
Soignies, We viſited Fontainbleau, Marli, and all 
the remarkable Palaces of the Nobility and Gentry 
thereabout ; and. were alſo, once or twice, on a 
Party of Pleaſure at St. Dennis, and other public 
Places of Reſort; nor could help admiring that 
Sweetneſs and Politeſſe that make the Inhabitants 
of this Country ſo very agreeable to Foreigners, 
One Object flill remained, which I was reſolved 
we would thoroughly feaſt our Senſes upon, before 
we left France, which was, the ſtately Palace of 
Verſailles, and its admired Gardens and Proſpects; 
and, ſeveral of our new Friends determining to ac- 
company us there, we ſet out, in the Marquis's 
Coach, for that delightful Place. 

We were three or four Days in viewing this 
magnificent Palace ; and were ſo loſt in a Field of 
Wonders, that it was with Reyret we thought of 
leaving the charming Spot. Sure nothing in the 
World can equal the Beauties that every-where 
around delight the Eye, and exalt the Mind ! The 
ſuperb Apartments, decked with all that Art and 
Science can furniſh ; and the ſpacious Gardens, in 
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a thouſand Varieties, ſeem the favourite Retreat 
of all the rural Deities. —#/ra has here beſtowed 
her choiceſt Graces ; and the Dryads ſport in every 
Labyrinth and Grove of this immortal Monument 
of the Glory of Lewis XIV. who certainly went, 
amidſt a Thirſt of Empire, the only Way to de- 
ſerve the Name of Great, by becoming the Patron 
of all the Diſtinguiſhed and Learned in every Pro- 
fefiion ; and, like Auguſtus, cheriſhed thoſe Artiſts 
that were ſure to make him live for ever. Here 
he laid, more than by his Conqueſts, the Founda- 
tion of an univerſal Empire; and, if any Thing con- 
tributes, ſome Time or other, to give his Country 
that DiſtinCtion, "twill proceed from their cultiva- 
ting HWi/dom, Diſcipline, and liberal Arts; and, 
thereby procuring a Reſpect, Eſteem, and Vene- 
ration, from all Nations, who now, in general, act 
by her Maxims, ſpeak her Language, and imbibe 
all the Politeneſs and Gentility, ſo natural to her. In 
ſhort, ſhe ſits ſupreme in Literature; and gives her 
Laws with ſo much amiable Sweetneſs, that the 
whole World yiclds ready and willing Homage. 
We were taking our laſt View of this Pride of 
France. when, walking thro” one of the Alleys, we 
met two Ladies, one of them maſqued, who, at our 
Approach, would have directed their Steps another 
Way; but, ſeeing them under ſome Embarraſſ- 
ment, we would have retired; and I ſaid to SHarp- 


ley, Let us, Sir, turn down the next Walk; when 
I the 
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the maſqued Lady exclaimed, Good God] What 
do I ſee? and fainted in the Arms of her Compa- 
nion. The Sweetneſs of the Voice attracted all 
Ears but mine, who had been deaf ſo long, and blind 
to all Female Perfection; ſo I kept on my Way 
with Mr. Du Pleſſis, while Sharply, the Mar- 
quis, and Baſſompiere, flew to the Aſſiſtance of the 
Ladies. The fainting Fair-one had juſt come to 
herſelf, and handſomely returned Thanks for their 
kind Intentions ; but ſeemed to caſt her Eyes on 
every Side, as if to ſeek ſomewhat ſhe wanted; 
and heaving a repining Sigh, when ſhe could 
not diſcover it. The other Lady inforced her 
Compliments, and would have withdrawn ; but 
the Marquis enquired of a Footman, who attended 
them, if they had any Convenience waiting to carry 
them Home ? Which he anſwering in the Nega- 
tive, inſiſted upon their accepting his Coach; and 
Sharpley offered his Service to attend on them; 
which, after ſome Denials, they, with ſeeming 
ReluQance, accepted; and, ordering the Coach- 
man to drive to St. Con, left them, full of Admi- 
ration at their uncommon Beauty, We went to 
Paris that Evening, in a Coach we borrowed of 
the Marchioneſs De Gefveres, where we found 
Mr. Sharpley had juft arrived before us. He ap- 
peared ſo grave, and ſo much upon the Reſerve, 
that he was bantered by the whole Company, who 
told him his Civility to the unknown Ladies had 
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loſt him his Heart. He ſmiled, and made an eva- 
five Anſwer, which only confirmed us in the Truth 
of our Obſervation. When we went to reſt, he 
made an Excuſe to viſit me in my Apartment, and 
then told me he feared he was a miſerable Crea- 
ture, if he could not gain the Attention of one of 
the Ladies he had conveyed Home to his Addreſſes. 
My Friend, he cried, in Rapture, Never was fo 
finiſhed a Piece id the Creation, as this lovely Crea- 
ture; and the Beauties of her Mind far excel thoſe 
of her Perſon ; beſides, ſhe is ſo inartfully merry 
and debonaire, that ſhe exactly ſuits my Temper, 
and I cannot live without poſſeſſing her; lend me 
your Aſhſtance, dear Joey, and [ll be your Slave 
the Remainder of my Life. The other is alſo a 
perfect Beauty, but too melancholy and penſive for 
my Diſpoſition; and, if I judge rightly, has ſome 
great Load of Sorrow at her Heart, by her frequent 
Sighing, and the involuntary Tears that trickled 
now and then adown her lovely Face: In ſhort, they 


are our Countrywomen ; the one the Daughter, 


and the other the Niece, to an elderly Lady, that 
has reſided ſome Years in France. They keep lit- 
tle Company, and have done me the Honour to 
gave me a general Invitation to ſee them at their 
Houſe at St. Clou, which is a large and ſpacious Edi- 


| fice; and they live, in all Reſpects, like Perſons of 


the firſt Quality, Oh! how happy ſhould I be, 
could I obtain ſo dear a Companion, to ſolace the 
future 
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future Hours of my Life! One Thing ſurpriſed 
me, which was, that the melancholy one, who is 
the Niece, enquired particularly after the Names 
of the Gentlemen ſhe ſaw us with at Yerſaills ; 
and, amoneſt the reſt, aſked who the Gentleman in 
Scarlet and Gold was, who left the Walk, with the 
old one, in Complaiſance to them; and I had no 
fooner told them you was our Countryman, and 
that your Name was Thompſon, than ſhe fainted 
away, and wept moſt pitiouſly ; and, in that Con- 
dition, was borne off to Bed ; her Couſin and Aunt 
alluring me they were Accidents very frequent 
with her, and that ſhe had been troubled with ſuch 
Fits from her Infancy: However, the Diſcourſe 
was ſtill continued; and my Charmer particularly 
enquired, If you was married, and what Part of 
the World you came from laſt? I ſatisfied their 
Enquiries ; and it's my Opinion, (tho' I know it's 
what you neither like nor deſire) that you have, at 
firſt Sight, ſmitten the Niece, in a Manner that I 
ſhould be rejoiced to melt her Couſin to, after Years 
of longing Servitude, I congratulated Sharpley 
on his good Fortune, and promiſed him, if I could 
any Way ſerve him in his Amour, I would; and, 
after mutually embracing one another, we parted 
and went to Bed. 
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Sharpley makes great Progreſs in his Amour. 
— Recommends a Page to Thompſon, at 
the Requeſt of Serena, — He ſets out for the 
Marquis de Houdaincourt's Seat in Nor- 

_ mandy.—T hey ere attacked by Banditti.— 
His Life ſaved by his Page. —The Story 
ef the Marquis, and the beautiful Margue- 
rite d Aulnay.— hey releaſe her from her 
Confinement,— She is married to the Mar- 
quis. 


Friend was now almoſt conſtantly at the 
Feet of his Miſtreſs; and, tho' he could not 
prevail upon me to accompany him to her Hatel, 
yet I heard, from Time to Time, from him, that 
he had Reaſon to think himſelf a very happy Man, 
and that Serena, that was the Name of his Beloved, 


made him all the Returns that ſo faithful and ten- 


der a Paſſion deſerved. I ſhould, had it been ne- 
ceſſary to him, have made no Difficulty of vi- 
ſiting that Lady, and her Family, as they often had 


_ requeſted, by him, that J would; but the Account 
he gave me before, of the Senſibility of the Niece, 


deterred me. I had too much Honour to trifle 
with a Lady in ſo important an Affair, as that 


which concerned, I preſumed, the Happineſs of 
| her 
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her future Life; and my Reſolution was ſo honeſtly 
and firmly fixed, never to think of Woman more, 
ſince the Loſs of my Louiſa, that I would expoſe 
myſelf to no "Temptations from the faſcinating Sex. 
Theſe Reaſons Sharpley could not help acknow- 
ledging were unanſwerable, and ceaſed to preſs me 
any more on that Head. 

One Day he told me he had a Propoſal to make 
to me, which he hoped, for his Sake, I would not 
refuſe him; I told him I could not conceive any 
Thing could be afked of me, by bim, that I ſhould 
have the leaſt Pretence to refuſe : Then, T1] tell 
you, my dear Friend, he replied, My Serena, to 
whom I have frequently, from the Overflowings 
of my Heart, given an Account of our mutual 
Friendſhip, and thoſe excellent Qualities yau poſ- 
ſeſs, has enquired if you had any faithful Servant 
about you ; and, upon my informing her, that nei- 
ther you, nor myſelf, had any other than two we 
had hired ſince we came to Paris, who did not 
much ſuit our Diſpoſition; ſhe told me ſhe had the 
Son of an unfortunate Officer to provide for, and 
would take it as the kindeſt Favour I could confer 
upon her, if I would endeavour to prevail on you 
to take him into your Service, as a Page; and L 
hope, dear Joey, you will do me that Favour; and, 
as the Niece is out of Town, that you'll further 
wait on Serena, and take him from her Hand. I 
liked Mr. Sharpley's Propoſal exceeding well, as L 
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had no one about me that I could confide in; and 
promiſed next Morning to wait on Serena, and ac- 
cept the Youth from her, Sharpley was all Joy at 
my Condeſcenſion, and took Care that I ſhould 
not forget my Appointment. We were received 
by that Lady, who was extremely handſome, and 
her Mother, with the utmoſt Reſpect; and how, 
I can't tell, but I felt a Pleaſure in converſing with 
them, that I thought I ſhould never again feel in 
any Female Company. They ſeemed as natural 
to me as my own Relations would have been, and, 
after talking over the Merits and Abilities of the 
Youth I was gairg to take into my Service, and 
pramiling the kindeſt Uſage, for her and her Mo- 
ther's Sake, he was called in, and appeared before 
us. The Minute I caſt my Eye upon him, I was 
prejudiced in his Favour. He had a certain ſweet 
Softneſs, in his Features and Addreſs, that was 
very taking; but what gave me ſtill a ſtronger 
Liking to him, was, that, allowing for the Diffe- 
rence of Sex, he was ſo exactly the Picture of my 


poor Louiſa, that the Sight of him produced ſuch 


Agitations in me, that I was almoſt ready to ſwoon; 
and I had Reaſon to think he liked his Maſter, 
alſo, at firſt View, for, ſeeing me in ſuch Convul- 
ſions, he turned as pale as Death, and his Knees 
tottered under him. Good God! I cried, was 
ever ſo near a Reſemblance! Oh! Sharpley, tis 


the Picture, the real Image of my Lowſa / which is 


ſa 
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ſo ſtrongly and laſtingly engraved in my Heart. 
Alas! Madam, I continued, turning to Serena, you 
are going to give me eternal Torment, by recom- 
mending to me this young Gentleman, who will, 
every Time I look upon him, put me in Mind of 
the greateſt Loſs a Man could ever ſuffer, Sharpley, 
and the two Ladies, could ſcarce refrain from Tears, 
the reſt of my Speech was ſo moving ; and as to- 
Eftampe, for that was the Name of the young Lad, 
he wept ſincerely, which ſtill added to my Regard 
for him ; and, nothwithſtanding the Trouble it gave 
me to look on him, I reſolved to carry him Home 
with me, which I did accordingly. 

I gave him ſome Leſſons, as to his Conduct and 
future Behaviour; and conceived ſo well of him, 
that I gave him immediate Charge of all my Pa- 
pers, and every Thing elſe that was valuable; ſuf. 
fered him to fit at Table with me;. and recom- 
mended him ſtrongly. to the Care of Madame du- 
Pleſſis, and her Family, whilſt I ſtaid at Paris; 
and, in ſhort, I grew fo fond of him, that I 
could hardly bear bim out of my Sight. I ap- 
pointed him an Apartment to himſelf, as he pro- 
feſſed an Averſion to lying with his own Sex, and 
did every Thing that I thought would be agreeable 
to him. On his Side, he ſhewed all the Attach- 
ment to me I could wiſh for ; he prevented all my 
Wiſhes, by his Diligence; and when, for I con- 
cealed nothing ſrom him, I uſed to lament my 
Ms Louiſa,. 
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Louiſa, he ſympathiſed with me, in ſuch a Manner, 
that I was fearful, ſometimes, it would hurt his 
Health. He, now and then, waited on Serena and 
her Mother, who returned me innumerable Thanks 
for the Favours I beſtowed, every Day, upon their 
E/lampe, for ſo they uſed to call him; as they had, 
as they informed me, bred him up from a Child, 
He was very cautious and ſparing, when I delired 
an Account of himſelf and his Family ; contenting 
himſelf with telling me, that his Father was an Of- 
ficer in the Sti Guards, who, dying, left him, a 
Siſter, and their Mother, in great Diſtreſs, having 
been an extravagant and expenſive Man; that Se- 
rena's Mother had bred them up, through Charity, 
and given him thoſe Sentiments of Generoſity and 
Gentility I had ſo much admired; that, as to his Mo- 
ther, ſhe had been dead near a Twelve-month, 
| having ſubſiſted, to the Hour of her Death, on the 
Bounty of the ſame good and benevolent Family ; 
and that he was in Hopes he ſhould be able to re- 
commend himſelf ſo to my Favour, that he ſhould 
never want another Friend. I affured him he never 
ſhould, and that I eſteemed him __ as a Brother 
than a Servant. 

About this Time the Marquis de Houdaincourt 
gave me an Invitation to ſpend ſome Weeks with 
him at a Seat he had in Normandy, and engaged Du 
Pleſſis and Baſſompiere to be of the Party; and would 
have prevailed on ""_— to go, but he was too 
deeply 
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deeply engaged with Serena to leave her Company 
ſo ſoon, We ſet out for that Province, which I was 
the more deſirous of viewing, as it contained fo 
many Monuments of the Bravery of our noble An- 
ceftors, who here, in T houfands, loft their Lives, to 
preſerve Poſſeſſions on the Continent ; which will 
always be detrimental to the Nation. His Houſe 
and Eſtate lay near Elbeuf, in a pleafant Country, 
watered by a Branch. of the Seine, and ſurrounded 
by other Noblemen and Gentlemens Eſtates and 
Caſtles. We were received with peculiar Diftinc- 
tion, and made daily Viſits to the Cities and Towns 
about it, gratifying our Curioſity with every Thing 
remarkable to be ſeen. The Normans are a brave, 
induſtrious, and honeſt People, who remember their 
former Independency, and regret the Loſs of it; 
retaining, ſtill, ſome Cuſtoms and Privileges that 
all the Power of the Court of France has not hi- 
therto been able to deprive them of. In one of- 
our Excurſions, when only the Marquis, myſelf, 
and E/lampe, were going to Caen, we were at- 
tacked by three Banditti, at the Edge of a Foreſt 
we had juſt before paſted thro*, who, without giving. 
us the leaſt Notice, fired upon us, but without do- 
ing us any Damage, fave frightening our Horſes: 
Eflampe trembled every Joint, whilſt the Mar- 
guis, and myſelf, fired, each, one of our Piſtols, 
on the Robbers, and brought one of them down; 


who thus paid for his Raſhneſs with his Life. 
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The other two then fired upon us with their Pi- 
ſtols again, the Balls whiſtling by our Ears with- 
out doing Execution; and, our Horſes being pretty 
unruly, we diſmounted, fired our other Piſtols, 
flung them at their Heads, and attacked them Sword 
in Hand: The Villains ſtood it well; but Fortune 
had nearly given us the Victory, and we found but 
a faint Reſiſtance, when another of the Rogues, 
drawn by the Noiſe of Firing, rode up to the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of his Comrades, and attacked me behind, 
and would have clove me down the Skull before 1 
was aware; when my Page gave a loud Shriek, 
and, advancing, fired one of his Piſtols at the new 
Comer, which luckily ſent a Shot thro? his Brain; 
and the others, ſeeing this, left their Horſes, and 
made a Retreat into the thickeſt of the Foreſt, 
where it was in vain for us to purſue them. Poor 
Eſtampe lay on the Ground, and I was beginning 
to bewail his Fate, when he roſe up and convinced 
us nothing but Fear had caſt him upon his Face, 
after he had fo readily opened me a Deliverance, 
in the Manner juſt recited. I did not expect much 
Courage from ſuch a Youth, and without reproach- 
ing him for the Want of what is merely mechani- 


cal, and to be acquired by long Practice and Cuſ- 


tom, I thought I could not diſpenſe with myſelf 


from ſhewing my Gratitude by a Multitude of Ca- 


relies, and by making him a Preſent of my Purſe, 


as an Encouragement to him; and the Marguis 
a would 
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would have done the ſame ; but how greatly were 
we ſurpriſed, when he ſaid, Gentlemen, let me 
have the Merit of having done ſome Service to you 
and myſelf, without impeaching it by taking a Re- 
ward for what was my Duty and my own Intereſt ? 
We put eur Money up, and I began to perceive 
all that Nobility of Heart in this Youth, that would 
have adorned a more exalted Station, which- ſtill 
more and more raiſed my Love and Eſteem for 
him. We caught our Horſes, and, mounting, 
went to the deſtined Place, and. from thence by 
another Way returned Home ſafely. I cannot 
here help making ſome Reflections upon what the 
World generally calls Courage and Bravery, which 
I believe in ſome few Breaſts to be conſtitutional, 
or flowing from a particular Quality of the Blood 
and. Juices; but, in moſt, from a mechanical ac- 
quired Habit of Reaſoning themſelves out of their 
Fear, which may be ſaid to be natural: Thus, a 
certain great General would duck his Head at the 
firſt Diſcharge that was made on either Side; but, 
recollecting himſelf, and ſtanding two or three 
Fires, his Reaſon got the better of his Apprehen- 
ſion, and he boldly plunged into Blood and Confu- 
ſion. If Courage is then a Principle or Virtue to 
be acquired, can we blame a Perſon who is deſtitute 
of it, if he has not had ſuch Opportunities of learn- 
ing it, as generally falls to the Lot of a particular Set 
of People; or, if the ſame noble Juices warm not 

| his 
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his Heart, as diſtend our own to Fortitude and Va. 
lour ? The Country Lout, at firſt, hears with Ter. 
ror the Cannons roar, and the Din of War; but 
Uſe and Cuſtom ſoon conquer his natural Averſion 
to thoſe ſhocking Scenes, and he ruſhes into the 


Battle with a Thirſt of Glory, and joins coolly 


in the Sack of Towns, and the Pillage of the poor 
Inbabitants ; but this let me inſiſt upon, that even 
the unthinking common Soldier and Sailor, as well 
as the thinking Officer, feel at firſt Onſet a Palpi. 
tation of Heart, which the Continuance of the 


Fight, and the Example of each other, ſoon over- 


come, When we had been ſome Time with the 


Marquis, he one Morning told us, that we ſhould 


not depart without firſt doing him a Piece of Ser- 


vice, which he did not doubt of our Aſſiſtance in, 


as it was to relieve oppreſſed and diſtreſſed Inno- 


_ eence, and immediately accounted for his Requeſt 


in the following Manner : 
It was about three Years ago, that, at a public 


Aſſembly at Paris, I loft my Heart to one of the 
fineft young Ladies of this Province, who was 
then with her Father,. who came to that City to 
ſollicit for a Poſt in the Government here. She 


was tall, remarkably well fhaped, and her Skin like 


Alabaſter ;.her majeſtic Aſpect commanded Reſpect, 
at the ſame Time that her lovely Eyes that ſwam 
in heavenly Moiſture, and her good-natured Beha- 
viour, encouraged the Approach af her Adorers, 

| who 
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who-were very numerous, and the Beauties of her 
Mind ſet off the Graces of her Perſon. I was fo 
ſtruck with her Charms, that J learnt her Father's 
Buſineſs at Court, and, an Opportunity ſerving, did 
him ſuch effectual Service with the AMini/ter of 
State, that he could not help returning me Thanks, 
and inviting me to fee him at his Lodgings, which 
were in one of the beſt Quarters of Paris. I knew 
little of him in Normandy, where the common Re- 
port proclaimed him an avaricious, revengeful 
Wretch, whofe God was Gain, and whoſe great- 
eſt Happineſs conſiſted in amaſſing Riches, He 
had only this Daughter Marguerite, and another 
named Bellimante, who was crooked and otherwiſe 
deformed ; but more ſo in her Mind than in her 
Body, which made her the Averſion of every one 
that approached her: In ſhort, ſhe was the very 
Reverfe of her beautiful Siſter. D' Aninay had 
married a ſecond Wife about 20 Fears younger 
than himſelf, who was an intriguing artful Lady, 
and was in Hopes by her Management to getevery 
Penny at his Death, which he was, thro' all the Pe- 
rils and Dangers the Scripture-warns us of, making 
bimſelf Maſter of by Injuftice, Cruelty, and Oppreſ- 
ſion. I ſoon got the intire Affection of the lovely 
Marguerite, without its being perceived by any of 
the Family; and we were quite happy in the Prof- 
pea that D' Aulnay could not refuſe his Conſent 
to my marrying his Daughter, as my Rank and 

Fortune 
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Fortune were far ſuperior to his; but, unluckily for 
us, Madame D' Aalnay caft a favourable Eye upon 
me, and, quite inflamed with Luſt, made a-Decla- 
ration in ſuch Terms to me, as called up all the 
Blood in my Cheeks. I was fo ſurpriſed, that I 
was unprepared for an Anſwer ; but at length I 
recovered, and read her Ladyfhip ſuch a Leſſon of 
conjugal Duty, that ſhe vowed Revenge, and was 
ſoon after too much in a Capacity to execute it. 
I made a Propoſal of Marriage to him between his 
Daughter and myſelf ; but Madame D' Aulnay had 
been beforehand with me, and repreſented to him, 
that I had made an Attempt upon her Honour, and 
defired him to forbid me the Houſe ; and therefore he 
received my Propoſal with cutting Diſdain, and 
never defired to. ſee me more. I aſked him the 
Reaſon of his ſurpriſing Conduct; but he refuſed 
any, upon which I roſe up, and in a great Paſſion 
told him, which I own was. imprudent, that I valu- 
ed not a Fortune, and, if his Daughter would con- 
ſent, would ſoon releaſe her from his odious Tyran- 
ny. His Wife was ſoon informed of the Affair, and 
now no longer doubted that I had refuſed her Of- 
fer, in Conſideration of my Love to her Daughter- 
in-law; for bad and deſigning People cannot poſ- 
fibly apprehend, that any body can act virtuouſſy 
but from a View of private Intereſt, and think all 
the World as vile as themſelves; ſhe, therefore, got 
the Cuſtody of her * committed to her 
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Charge, and employed her Siſter as her Deputy; 
under which Management ſhe underwent the moſt 
ſhocking Mortifications and Hardſhips, which were 
iacreaſed by her being guarded ſo ſtrictly, that it 
was impoſſible for us to correſpond together, I 
ſought out by all the Ways I could to tranſmit a 
Letter to her Hands, but in vain ; and at length ſhe 
was carried to his Caſtle, about three Leagues from 
hence, where every Servant is an Argus; notwith- 
ſtanding which, I have Yeſterday, by diſguiſing 
myſelf as a Workman, a Number being employed 
at preſent in making ſome Repairs in his Manſion- 
houſe, delivered a Letter to her Hands as ſhe walk- 
ed in the Garden, by which I have appointed her 
to be ready To-morrow Night at Six o'Clock in 
the Park, where her Mother permits her ſometimes, 
with herſelf and her Siſter, to walk ; when, with 
Heaven's Help, and your kind Aſſiſtance, I am re- 
ſolved to take her from her Tyrants, and make 
her mine, for which I have got a Licenſe ready. 
We conſented to bear him Company, and ſet out 
at the Hour appointed, and had not been long at our 
Station, well armed, before we ſaw the beautiful 
Marguerite appear, attended by her two Tormen- 
tors, who ſhewed all the Animoſity in their Beha- 
viour to the poor Lady, that could be ; whilſt ſhe, 
conſcious of approaching Relief, had a Countenance, 
In which Joy ſeemed to ſeek Shelter under the Maſk 
of Sadneſs, When they. came pretty near, the 
| Mar quis 
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Marguis went forth from our Ambuſcade, and, ad. 
vancing towards his Miſtreſs, took her by the Hand, 
and ſaluting her, was going to lead her off; when 
Madame D' Aulnay interpoſed, and aſked him, What 
Buſineſs he had with the Lady ? Upon which he 
retorted, A Buſineſs that God and Nature approves, 
not ſuch a Buſineſs: as you, Madam, once propoſed 
to mg. She ſwelled with Malice and Spite at this 
Anſwer, and ordered Beliimante to go and alarm 
the Family, that they might prevent a Rape; but 
our Friend led off a blooming Maid, bluſhing 
like the roſy Morn, and having put her into a Chas 
riot, that ſtood ready, without any Purſuit or Op. 
poſition, we carried her to his Caſtle, where his 
Siſter and other Ladies were aſſembled to receive 
her; and from thence we attended them to Evreux, 
where a Prieſt tied the holy Knot, and made them 
one in Perſon, as they had been long in Soul. The 
next Day, he, attended by us, waited upon his Fa- 
ther-in-law, who at firſt gave him but a cold Re- 
ception ; but when he declared he expected no For- 
tune with her, and that he only hoped he'd do her 
Juſtice at his Death, he brightened up, and became 
fo fociable, that he delivered alt her Wearing Appa- 
rel, and promiſed, if they behaved dutifully to him, 
ſhe ſhould be treated by him like a Daughter at his 
Death, 
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CHAP. LVIL 

They Returnto Paris, — A Propoſal of Marriage 
is made to him. — Eſtampe's Behaviour 
thereon. —He aſts him a particular Favour. 

E denied after importuning his Maſter to 
grant it, —A terrible Fire at the Houſe of 
Du Pleſſis. — Goes to Serena's at ber Deſire. 
Sees Eſtampe's Siſter.— A moſt affecling 
Diſcovery. Great Foy of Sharpley, and the 

Family. 5 


Few Days after the Marguis's Nuptials were 
celebrated, we took Leave of that happy 
Couple, who parted with us with Reluctance, and 
returned to Paris, where, as ſoon as we arrived, 
I ſent Eflampe to find out Sharpley, and give him 
Notice of it. He found him at Serena's, and he 
came, or rather flew to my Arms at the firſt Sum- 
mons, expreſſing all the Joy his honeſt Heart felt 
at ſeeing me again; and I, for my Part, experien- 
ced as much Joy in meeting that worthy Man, as I 
did when he informed me, that Serena's Mother had 
at length, conſented. to gratify his and ber Daugh- 
ters Inclination, in returning to her native Coun- 
try, and making theſe two tender Lovers happy 
in each other; and therefore Sharply very preſ- 
lingly importuned me to make our Stay in France 
as 
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as ſhort as poſſible. I aſſured him I would ſoon 
reſolve to ſet out for England; but, tho' I longed, 
yet I dreaded to ſet foot on that delightful Shore, 
As Sorrow increaſes by Compariſon with others Fe. 
licity, the Happineſs I had been Witneſs to in the 
Marguis and his Lady, and that I now perceived 


in my Friend, recalled a Number of ſad and dole- 


ful Ideas into my Mind, and I gave myſelf over 
to all the Pangs and Tortures that Deſpair indulged 
can inflict. In vain were the little Arts my Efamt: 
put in Practice to chear me; I ſaw all Nature hap- 
Py, I thought, but myſelf, and in the irrecoverable 
Loſs of Louiſa, I found all the Affection that a hu- 
man Breaſt could feel, and Serena and her Mother, 
deſiring my Company, at the ſame Time, added 
to my Unhappineſs, by introducing me to the 
Counteſs D' Elben, who had taken a Liking to 
my Perfon, and who defired them privately to let 
me know, that my Addreſſes to her would be ſo a+ 
greeable, that, if I would marry her, ſhe would ſet- 
tle the whole of her immenſe Fortune on me and 
my Heirs. She was young, handſome, and rich, 
and the two Ladies uſed, or ſeemed to uſe, all their 
Art to bring me to pay her a Viſit; which I ob- 
ſtinately, notwithſtanding, refufed, and ſternly told 
them, if the Subject was again inſiſted on, I muſt 
come to a Reſolution never to ſee them more whillt 
they ſtaid in France; and, Sharpley joining his In- 
treaties to mine, J heard no more of the Propoſal 

from 
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tom that Quarter; but I found Efampe was fet 
on continually to ring the Counteſs's Praiſes in my 
Ears, and, in an inſinuating Way, to repreſent 
how burtful my fruitleſs and unavailing Tears were 
for the Loſs of my Louiſa, and how much my Re- 
pining was a Sin againſt Heaven: That I was in 
the Prime of Life, and owed a Duty to my Friends 
and Country, which I was by my Reſolution and 
Manner of Life attempting to deſtroy. He fell at 
my Feet, and begged me to lay aſide all Thoughts 
of my unfortunate Angel, and to embrace the en- 
ticing and glittering Proſpects that were yielded to 
my Acceptance. I roſe up in a Fury, and cried 
out, puſhing him rudely from me, and art thou fo 
little acquainted with my Temper, as to utter ſuch 
Words before me? Thou, who beareſt the Image 
of my adorable Lauiſa, and whom, in Reſpect to 
that, I have made my Companion and Boſom 
Friend ;—begone from my Sight, and never ſee 
me more] No, I continued, ſhedding a Flood of 
Tears, never ſhall the generous Compact we made 
be broken, never will I forfeit my Vows of eternal 
Truth and Conſtancy, which Death and the Grave 
have not the Power to cancel : Made before the 
awful Majeſty of Heaven, in Heaven the ſacred 
Tie ſhall be affirmed, and my Louiſa ſhall be mine 
for ever! This Ring, the ſacred Pledge of my Lou- 
s Love ! This ſpeaking Picture, that almoſt 
truly ſmiles, and ſoft approves my Conſtancy, ſhall 

ever 
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ever hang upon this faithful Breaſt, and, when the 
Damps of Death bedew my Face, the laſt Requeſt, 
that e'er my faultering Tongue ſhall make, will be, 
May theſe be buried with me? Methinks I ſee my 
radiant Maid floating in pureſt Fields of Light! 
and — ſhe gives à Plandit to my Conſtancy.— 
Oh!] if I eer could meet a fair one, that confeſſed 
thy wondetous matchleſs Charms; that ſhewed a 
Mind ſo excellent and ſo endowed with every Or 
nament and every Grace; it would then be ſome 
Excuſe to be unfaithful ; but that's impoſſible, as 
tis impoſſible to bring thee back to Life. No, — 
ſecond Marriages are my Averſion.— I ſure was 
married once, — and other Joys ſhall never reach 
me more] The poor Boy ſtood trembling during 
all theſe Exdamations, and the Tears even wetted 
the Place he was in; tho' I thought I perceived 
a Kind of Satisfaction in bis Eyes, at the ſame Time, 
that was unaccountable to me. He knelt, and, 
embracing my Knees, aſked me Pardon for his 
Raſhneſs, which proceeded purely from his Aﬀec- 
tion for me, and thro' Hopes of ſeeing me cured 
of a Grief that hung upon me ſo heavily ; but, Sir, 
he went on, I'll never tempt your Indignation 
ſo far as I have done, the Remembrance of which 
makes me tremble ; and will ever be a faithful Mo- 
nitor to you of all my poor Lady's PerfeCtions, for 
ſo I had inſtructed him to call her, of which you 
have given me ſuch tranſporting Accounts, I rai- 

| ſed 


of Jog Thompson. 263 


ſed him, and told him, I forgave him now; but, if 
the deareſt Friend I had in the World, were to ſet 
about moving my unalterable Reſolution of living 
and dying for ever my Lom/a's, or encouraged 
ſuch Diſcourſe and ſuch Propoſals, I never would 
ſce him or ſpeak to him again. £/ampe turned 
up bis Eyes to Heaven, in wondering Aſtoniſn- 
ment; and his Heart was ſo full, that he was obli- 
ged to quit the Room to eaſe the Burden of his ſym- 
pathiſing Boſom. I declare, after this, I had not 
ſo much Regard to Serena, and her Mother, as I 
had before; nor could bear to go to the Houſe, 
for which I framed ſuch Excuſes, as made it neither 
look like Want of Affection to my Friend, or Diſ- 
reſpeCt to them. 

One Day as I was fondly contemplating the Fea- 
tures of my Laniſa, in the faithful Picture that had 
been my conſtant Companion thro' all my Difficul= 
ties and Dangers, E/ampe told me, that his. Siſter 
was ſo nearly like that Pourtrait, that he was very 
ſure I could not tell the Difference between his 
Lady and her, if I was to ſee her. This led me to 
alk a Number of Queftions about her, and to en- 
quire, How it came ſhe had never yet been to fee - 
bim ſince his being in my Service? He anſwered 
me, that ſhe had by the Recommendation of Serena 
been introduced to the Ducheſs de Chartres, and 
that ſhe had taken ſuch a Fancy to her, as to ad- 
mit her at firſt to attend about her Perſon, and that 

ſince, 


264 The Life and Adventures 


ſince, her Affection increaſing by a View of her 
good Qualit:es, ſhe had made her her Companion 
and Confidant, and was ſo fond of her, that it was 
ſeldom ſhe could ſuffer her out of her Sight; and 
that ſhe very rarely viſited even Serena, or her Mo. 
ther; where he had had an Opportunity twice of 
ſeeing her, ſince he had the Honour of being with 
me; but that, by Appointment with thoſe 
Ladies, ſhe was to wait upon them in a Day or 
two, and he wiſhed I would ſuffer him to enquire 
the particular Time of her Coming, and make my- 
ſelf an accidental Gueſt to ſatisfy myſelf, that what 
he had ſaid of her Reſemblance to his Lady was juſt, 
Indeed, Sir, I won't compliment her, he conti- 
nued, but ſhe is ſo near a Copy of that Excellence 
you weep the Loſs of, that I don't doubt but the 
Sight of her will give you Pleaſure, and perhaps 
may contribute to chace away for ſome Moments, 
the Chagrine and Deſpair that perpetually haunt 
your Mind. 

I was pleaſed to ſee the Zeal of this worthy Lad, 
who was continually propoſing ſomewhat or other 
to divert my Attention from the Subject of my 
Sorrows z but this Viſit I abſolutely refuſed to com- 
ply with, telling him, I ſuffered Mortification e- 
nough in daily ſeeing his Features, which had ſo near 
a Reſemblance of Louiſa, and that I could not, I 
was ſure, be able to ſupport myſelf in ſeeing before 


me ſo living a Picture of the Woman I loved, which 
| would, 
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would, no doubt, rob me of my Senſes intirely, and 
drive me to Diſtraction. He urged me notwith- 
ſtanding, again and again, with ſuch Earneſtneſs, 
that he ſurpriſed me, and even begged upon his 
Knees, that I would gratify him by ſeeing his 
Siſter, and was ſure it would be productive of more 
Good to me than I could poſſibly be aware of. 1 
took him up very ſhort, and told him, his Talking 
in that Manner to me was ſuch a Riddle, that I 
could not underſtand it, and threatened him, that 
if Jever found him capable of carrying on, or ſup- 
poſing he could execute any cunning Scheme upon 
me, that was prejudicial to my Honour and the 
Reſolutions I had taken, I was certain I ſhould very 
difficultly refrain from uſing him as he deſerved, 
and turning him out of my Service. Look ye, I 
added, when once a Servant thinks he can be. too 
cunning for his Mafter, he never ſtops at ſmall 
Crimes, but carries his Deſigns on till they end in 
his own Detriment and Ruin; and therefore, to pre- 
ferve my good Opinion, I muſt never know you 
capable of any Thing of the Sort, even where you 
ſhould think it was for my Peace, Quiet, or Inte- 
reſt, Poor Eflampe was grievouſly ſhocked at what 
I faid, and was going to reply, when Sharpley 
came in, and brought his Serena with him to pay me 
a Viſit, I received them with my uſual Gladneſs, 
and, after ſome other Matters talked over, Se- 
rena told me, that ſhe had a great Fayour to be 
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of me, which was, that I would come and dine 
with them the next Day; to which I gave my Af 
ſent, on Condition there was no other Company 
than themſelves and her Mother; ſhe freely own- 
ed there would be an Exgliſb Lady there, that ſhe 
wanted to introduce to my Knowledge and Ac- 
quaintance, who had met with as great Misfortunes 
in Love as myſelf, and had come to the ſame Re- 
ſolution never to think of Marriage again. In- 
deed, Mr. Thompſen, ſhe added, you will find her 
far from being a diſagreeable Lady; nor will ſhe 
force you, like our tittle tattle Sex, to talk more 
than you care for : Come, my dear Friend's Friend, 
clapping one of her pretty Hands upon my Shoulder, 
you ſhall not refuſe me this Favour, which, I aſſure 
you, ſhall be the only one of the Kind Pl ever aſk a- 


gain till you give me Leave: I could not long te- 


ſiſt this agreeable Creature, and the joint Endeavours 
of my Friend, who enforced what his Serena ſaid, 
as much as he poſſibly could. When they depart- 
ed, Eflampe told me, he was glad they had got my 
Promiſe to go, as he was ſure it would divert my 
Melancholy, for latterly 1 had ſeen no Company 
at all; and, Sir, ſays he, but I am afraid to men- 
tion it again, that Exgliſ Lady, Miſs Serena men - 
tioned, is the very Siſter I ſpoke of to you, to 
whom they jocoſely give that Title, and who has 
been as unfortunate as yourſelf, I ſtarted at this, 
but it was too late to go back, tho? it put me out 


ef Humour, for I thought I ſaw the Heads of 2 
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Contrivance in it, that I could not fathom, My 


Viſit had like to have been baulked, however, the 
ſame Night by a dreadful Fire that broke out at 


the Houſe of Du Pleſſi, and raged in a terrible 


Manner ; and, the City of Paris not being provid- 
ed with ſo convenient Agueducts as we have in Lon- 
din, it did a great deal of Damage before it was 
extinguiſhed, My Concerns were of ſo ſmall a 
Bulk, that they were ſoon removed; but poor Da 
Pl:ſſis ſuffered greatly, which infinitely concerned 
both Sharpley and me, who reſolved in ſome Mea- 
ſure to aſſiſt him to recover his Loſs. It began be- 
tween Eleven and Twelve at Night; we were all 
in Bed, and myſelf in a moſt profound Sleep, when 
the Flames had taken Hold of the very Stair-caſe 
that led to my Apartment, that of Eampe and 
ſome others. The firſt News I had of the Danger 


was from that Page, who ran trembling to my 


Bed-fide, and begged me, for Heaven's Sake, to 
awake and ariſe, or I ſhould be burnt in my Bed: 
He had had Time to dreſs himſelf, and ſoon ſecur- 
ed what belonged to us ; but, by that Time I had 
ſlipped on my Cloaths, the Flames had ſeized the 
Chamber-door, ſo that we were forced to tie the 
Sheets together, and it being but one Story from 
the Ground, tho' a pretty lofty one, I ordered 
Eflampe firſt to deſcend, which he refuſed to do; 
ſo, not to waſte Time in Diſpute, I got down ſafely 
firſt, and he as fafely followed me. The Family 
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of Du Pleſſs, and myſelf, and Servants, were in- 
vited by Count Garonne, whoſe Houſe was oppo- 
ſite, to make Uſe of the Conveniencies it afforded. 
us till we could better provide ourſelves ; which we 
did accordingly, for it was impoſſible to refuſe fo 
polite an Invitation: As to Mr. Sharpley, he had 
left Du Pleſſis, and had taken Lodgings hard by St, 
Cb, where he could be nearer his Serena; ſo that 
he ſuffered nothing by the Misfortune, nor heard 
of it till next Morning, when he came to condole 
with us on the Accident, and was quite delighted 
to hear that not one Perſon was hurt, but that we 
all eſcaped the Flames without the leaſt Detriment. 
Poor Eftampe, as he was attending me whilſt J 
dreſſed, ſaid, Now, Sir, this puts me in Mind of 
the Service you was of to my poor Lady, when 
you ſaved her from the Fire at her Father's ; and, 
tho” I barely reſemble her, yet I have had the Hap- 
pineſs in her Perſon, as you are pleaſed ſometimes 
to call it, to retaliate the Kindneſs you did her, [ 
ſighed, and told him, I would never forget the 
Office of Love he had performed, which ſtill in- 
creaſed his Value in my Opinion. 

When we were dreſſed, I walked to St. Clou alone, 
for E/tampe had begged to be excuſed going with 
me, the laſt Night's Surpriſe having fo affected 
him, that he was greatly diſordered in bis Head, 
I was received by my three Friends, with the 
gladdeſt Teſtimonies of Affection, and, before Dir- | 
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ner, we entertained ourſelves in the Garden, and 
in a Library, full of the beſt and politeſt Authors, 
which gave me an high Opinion of the refined 


Taſte of theſe Ladies, and their good Senſe; and, 


in ſhort, every Action of Serena's made me approve 
my Friend's Choice. 

Dinner being ready, we went into a Summer- 

houſe, where the Table was ſpread in an elegant 


Manner, and the Mother and Daughter both ex- 


cuſed the Lady's not coming, they had mentioned; 
who had ſent Word, ſhe could not make one 
of the Company till after Dinner, when ſhe 


would be ſure to attend us. I could not help 


perceiving, by the Looks of Madame Rich, that 
ſomewhat more than ordinary was in Agitation; 
and when Dinner was over, and they withdrawn 
for ſome Moments, I told Mr. Sharpley ſo, who 
faid, that he had made the ſame Obſervation, 
but was totally ignorant of the Meaning of it. 
They came in again, and ſeating themſelves, in a- 
bout a Quarter of an Hour afterwards, Word was 
brought, that a Coach had topped at the Gate; on 
which Advice the old Lady got up, and went to 
receive her Gueſt, as ſhe ſuppoſed it to be, and 
ſoon returned. with her. As ſhe entered the Room 
and ſaluted the Company, I, tho' I hardly en- 
countered her with my Eyes, perceived ſhe was 
prodigiouſly genteel, and of a middle Stature. She 
complained of being troubled with the Tooth-ach, 
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and, on that Account, held an Handkerchief to 
her Face, which concealed the lower Part from 
View; but, by what I ſaw of her, upon a cloſer 
Attention, ſhe was a very charming Woman, and 
recalled much of my Louija already into my Mind. 
We fat ſome Time talking of indifferent Matters, 
but the Lady ſuddenly dropping her Fan, and I fit- 
ting oppoſite to her, ran to take it up, and, pre- 
fenting it to her, looked full in her Face; but, oh! 
Angels, and all the bleſſed Hoſt of Heaven! Had 
an Apoplexy darted thro' my Brain; had a Thun- 
derbolt, red from the flaſhing Sky, transfixed me; 


had, inſtant, the Laſt-day been proclaimed, and 


the Graves given up their Dead in my Sight, my 
Affright and Terror had been not much more: 


A ſudden Horror ſeix'd my giddy Head, 
And my Ears tingled, and my Colour fied < 
Nature was in Alarm, 


To my Sight was revealed the Form all beauteous as 
it was of the dead Louiſa; who, ſmiling, took the 
Fan, and bowed her Head.—T fell, and, uttering a 
hollow Groan, loſt all my Senſes at. once in a 
Swoon ! It was, I afterwards found, a long Time 
before I came at all to myſelf; and, when I did, my 
Words were ſo incoherent and disjointed, that it 
was feared J had totally loft my Underſtanding ; and 
I put to Bed in a high Fever, raving, and calling 
upon my Lovwiſa I dear, lovely Louiſa ! whom ſtill 
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my Eyes perceived, ſhedding Tears by my Bed- 
ſide ; when I exclaimed, Ob ! Mockery of Woe ! 
whence, oh! am I thus tortured, thus abuſed, with 
Images and Fancies of what is not in being? The 
lovely Phantom, inclining her Cheek to mine, and 
wetting it with kindly Dew, cried out, my Dear, 
my long loſt Dear! how I accuſe myſelf for raſhly 
putting you into this ſtrange Delirium, by preſent- 
ing your Louiſa before you, in ſo unguarded a Man- 
ner? But yet, behold 'tis ſhe, tis ſhe herſelf, pre- 
ſerved yet to be happy with her Thompſon, her deat 
lamented T homp/on, whoſe Death ſhe long has 
mourned, with Sighs and Tears of bitter, cruet 
Anguiſh. See that I tell the Truth, and, ſoftly 
laying her balmy Lips to mine, ſaid, Don't you 
know E/lampe in your Louiſa? The Touch revi- 
ving brought me to myſelf, tho' ſtill wondering 
Amazement made me gaze around, as if I doubt- 
ed of my own Exiſtence: At length, I folded round 
the lender Waiſt my longing Arms, and ſnatched 
her to my Boſom, imprinting Kiſſes on her bluſh- 
ing Cheeks, that glowed with Warmth and Love, 
This, this, I cried, repays my every Pang, and all 
the numerous Ills thy Loſs has cauſed me, thou ex- 
cellenteſt and thou ſweeteſt Fair! whoſe Death was 
Death to me; for ſince I have not lived, but walk- 
ed, and ſtalked about, forlorn, and moſt unhap- 
py ! Oh, gracious God ! owr preſent Joy makes aur 
poſt Miſeries Sport! But where, or how, or when 
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was't thou preſerved to bleſs my longing Sight? 
"Tis all a Miracle,—'tis wondering Frenſy of 
fierce intenſeſt Love. All, all, my Thompſon, ſhe 
replied, thou ſhalt know, and how, for many Years 
deploring thy ſad Loſs, I have lived obſcure in this 
beloved Place; beloved, fince again it gives me 
you; but let us ceaſe and calm our frantic Souls; 
repoſe thyſelf whilſt I retire and ftrive to be ccm- 
poſed. I would not, could not part with her, and 
ſhe kindly conſented to ſtay by my Bed- ſide till I 
had tried ſo to come to myſelf, as to be able to riſe, 
and be fit for Converſation, I fell, at length, in- 
to a Tweet Slumber, that held me near an Hour 
and, waking, looked about earneſtly for the Char- 
mer of my Heart, whom I ſaw ſitting beſide me, 
and watching my Return to Reaſon : 


———fairer to be ſeen, 
Than the fair Lilly on the flowery Green ; 
; More freſh than May berſal if, in Bloſſoms new,— 


Seeing me awake, the gently preſſed my Hand, and 
aſked me, If I thought I could riſe? Which anſwer- 
ing in the Affirmative, ſhe withdrew, and I aroſe, 
and went down into the Parlour, where I found 
my Charmer, and my other Friends, who congra- 
tulated me on my Happineſs ; and Sharpley, clalf « 
ing me in his Arms, proteſted he wanted nothing 
to make him completely bleſſed; but pray, Madam, 


fays he, turning to Serena, How could you be ſo 
cruel 
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cruel to conceal this Secret from me? Why might 
not I have had a Share in this Plot ? No, no, Sir, 
replies the good old Lady, we knew your Attach- 
ment too well to your Friend, to think it poſſible 
for you to conceal any Thing from him, and there- 
fore were reſolved to keep it to ourſelves : He ad- 
vanced to my Louiſa, and, ſaluting her with great 
Politeneſs, and that Awe her Preſence always in- 
ſpired, told her, had he known her before, he ſhould 
have recommended Miſs Rich, his Countrywo- 
man, to another Place with his Friend than that of 
a Page? To which ſhe replied, that ſhe ſhould al - 
ways be delighted to ſerve her old Maſter, in that 
Capacity or any one elſe that would give him greater 
Pleaſure. I bowed, and told her, ſhe ſhould always 
command me, for I had been too long at my own 
Hands, not to ſee that I wanted Government. 
Well, Niece, ſays her Aunt, you are now ſure of 
your Lover's Conſtancy, which you was reſolved 
to try to the utmoſt, and I believe he is not now 
ſorry, that he has ſeen Zfampe's Siſter. The old: 
Lady, whoſe Good-nature and good Senſe J admir- 


ed, and her amiable Daughter, were never tired of 


careſſing us both, and we paſt the Remainder of the 
Day in the utmoſt Gladneſs and Feſtivity; the 
Servants had their Share of the Rejoicing for this 
good News, and as to my Part, if I have any Idea 
of the future Joys of Heaven, it flowed from the 
true and genuine Satisfaction I enjoyed in my re- 
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covered Angel's ſoft Society, whoſe Pleaſure ſeem- 
ed, and was as great as mine. Decency requiring 
us to part, I went with Sharply to his Lodging, 
after taking Leave of my Soul's Treaſure, with the 
utmoſt Reluctance. 


1 A * cM. dl. — * * 


HAF. LVII. 
The Adventures of Miſs LouISsA RICA. 


S ſoon as the Morning dawn'd, my Friend and 
J aroſe; Lovers like us were not much given 
to Sleep; we had enough of Tenderneſs and bound- 
leſs Affection to employ us moſt Part of the Night, 
in Converſation of our Happineſs; and the Idea of 
being ſo nearly related to each other gave us a 
Pleaſure, that could only be felt by us, who under- 
ſtood and practiſed all the Delicacies of Friendſhip, 
We hugged one another, and mutually ſpoke Con- 
3 to ourſelves, and Pralſes to our Miſt: eſſes. 
or my Part, J felt no ſuch Dulneſs and Melan- 
choly, as for ſo many hundred Mornings afflicted 
my Soul ; but was all over the gay, eaſy, free Jo 
Thompſon, that I had been before my Misfortunes, 
Hence! hence! I cried, all Sadneſs, all Deſpair, 
fince my Loniſa is again revived, and ſhall at laſt 
be mine! 
We found the Ladies were notriſen when we wait- 
ed upon them, and went into the Garden to recreate 
ourſelves 


* * 22 * 


JOE Tehomrson. 275 
ourſelves till they came down to us, which they 
ſoon did, and, all around them, 


Spread fragrant Odours, ſpread ambraſial Sweets ! 


We bteakfaſted, amidſt all the felieitous Raptures 
their Preſence inſpired, and then, to encourage my 
Lauiſa to relate her miraculous, for ſo I could not 
help calling it, Eſcape from England, and the Jaws 
of Death, I told all that had befallen me fince the 
Moment, the fatal Moment of our Separation till 
the preſent happy Hour, They all lifted up their 
Eyes at the vile Actions of the Squire, on whom 
they could not help calling down Puniſhment for 
his Crimes. My amiable Maid now reddened, 
now turned pale at the various Misfortunes that 
had befallen me, and often was ready to fink at 
the Narration of the grievous Ills I had ſuffered ;: 
and the Story of my Grief and perpetual Deſpair 
for her Loſs drew Tears from all my four Audi- 
tors, who ſweetly, gently ſympathized in my Woes. 
The Preſence of the Dear Creature,. who was the 
principal Cauſe of all, gave me ſo much Spirits in 
my Relation, that I ſeemed inſpired, and painted 
all I faid ſo ſtrongly, that I, myſelf, even wept at 
the doleful Tale. And now, F cried, as ſoon as F 
had concluded, thou Joy of my Heart, oblige me 
with thy Adventures, which I think muſt have 
been as extraordinary as my own; and let me know 
tow you reſolved to couriterfeit Death, and the 
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Motives for all your Proceedings fince. Bluſhing, 
ſhe began, and thus recounted what I had deſired: 
T hope I ſhall be excuſed, when I ſay, that it is 
impoſſible for me to deſcribe ſo touchingly what I 
have undergone, as my dear Thompſon has; for 
Women, tho' perhaps their Souls are ſofter far 
than Men's, have not ſo much the Power of Elo- 
quence and nervous Fire, to ſhine in deſcriptive 
Tale. They feel moſt ſenſibly, but can't relate 
the Motions of their Breaſts ſo well, not uſed to 
Misfortune, not expecting it, it hurries their Spirits 
to ſuch a Degree when it comes upon them, that 
they loſe the Power of Expreſſion in the Fulneſs 
of their Minds. Much more now then I am worthy 
of Excuſe, when J can hardly call what I have ſuf- 
fered Ills at this Moment, when the Preſence of 
that Gentleman has ſo rejoiced my Heart, that, 
whilſt I look on him, I forget, in Extremity of 
Satisfaction, every torturing Incident of the many 
Years I have mourned. 

No one ſure can imagine the Grief it e 
me to loſe my faithful and truſty Fidele, in the Man- 
ner I ſo ſuddenly did; but my Pain was ſtill in- 
creaſed, when my Father came into my Chamber 
ſoaming with Rage, and after the moſt irritating, 
Language that he could uſe, in which be hardly kept 
his Hands from executing the Puniſhment he ſaid 
I deferved, for my Diſobedience and filly Love, 


as he called it; he locked me in, took the Key in 
bis 
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his Pocket, and told me, at his Departure, he 
would remove me far from the Wretch I had cho- 
ſen to place my Affection upon; and, accordingly, 
ſome Time afterwards, having armed his Servants, 
and ordered a Coach and Six to the Gate, I was 
carried, or rather dragged into it, by himſelf and 
the Villain my Couſin, having had but juſt Time 
to get one of the Servants that loved me, and had 
been obliged to me for preſerving him in his Place, 
to carry you the little Note you have mentioned in 
your Story. This I wrote to prevent thoſe Sallies 
of Paſſion that I knew would aſſault you, wheh 
you could not learn what was become of me, and 
to make you eaſy as to the Continuance of my 
Affection. I knew not, but by ſome Words my 
Couſin had dropped, unawares to my Father, in 
my Preſence, where I was going to be hurried : 
There was no one in the Coach but myſelf, and I 
was ſenſeleſs to every Thing but the diſtracted I- 
deas that oppreſſed my Brain; whilſt it was drove 
at a prodigious Rate, leſt you ſhould get Notice 
of the Way we had taken, and purſue us; for my 
Father often ſaid to the *Squire, the Dog is brave, 
and he and young Diaper, his Friend, would ſtick 
at nothing to ſerve each other; and, as I don't care 
for Murder,“ let's keep our Rout as ſecret as poſſi- 
ble, for they'll be ſo deſperate, that we muſt ſacri- 
bce them, if they offer to follow us. The Squire, 
recollecting when we had got ſomg Miles, that 
ſomewhat 
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ſomewhat or other was forgot in the Hurry, was 
ſent back with two Servants ;. for he refuſed to go 
alone, as I afterwards heard, for Fear of meeting 
you, and for which I heard Sir Malter call him a 
ſniveling, pitiful Dog; ſo that I continued under my 
Father's Convoy, and hoped, when we came to the 
Stage we wete to bait at, that I ſhould be able 
td ſoften and mollify his Temper in the Abſence of 
that Incendiary, the Bane to all my Happineſs, 
We put up, late at Night, at a large Inn in a noted 
Town, where we found pretty good Accommoda- 
tions; atid' when Supper was brought im, and we 
Had eat what we had an Inclination to, my Father 
called for Tobacco, and in a ſurly Way told me, 
I muſt give him my Company, and muſt not go to 
Bed till he did: I informed him, as tenderly as I 
could, that his Company was more defirable than 
any other, and my Behaviour might inform him, 
that I never was better pleaſed than when he did 
me the Honour to beſtow it upon me: Sayeſt thou 
ſo, Lug, he replied, give me a Buſs for that Speech; 
Þ could forgive every Thing, if you'd forget your 
Litmen-draper, and agree to my Sentiments. I ran: 
to him, threw my Arms round his Neck, and, 
with Tears in my Eyes, told him, I muſt own, I 
perceived ſo many good Qualities in Mr. Thompſon, 
that 1 could not help being moved by them, but, 
dear Papa, What need is there of any Reſtraint 
upon me? My Sincerity is juſtified by my not con- 
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cealing my Affection to him from you, and I pro- 
miſed you, and you know, Sir, Promiſes are ſa- 
cred with your little Luc, that I would never 
think of him any otherwiſe than as a Friend and 
Acquaintance, unleſs you gave your Conſent to it: 
Why then, Sir, muſt I be hurried: from you, at ſuch. 
a Diſtance from my dear Father, whoſe only Solace 
and Comfort I uſed to-be, merely for liking a Man 
he has himſelf fo much eſteemed, and infroduced to 
my Favour and Acquaintance? Have you not, 
deareſt Sir, faid yourſelf, he was the only Man 
you ſhould like for me if he had a Fortune ſuffici- 
ent, and that you wiſhed he was a Son of yours, 
and one of better Birth? Ah, Sir! His Deſcent is 
known to you to be almoſt equal to your own; but, 
ſetting that aſide, and ſuppoſing him to be beneath 
my Choice in Blrth, yet let me repeat ſome Lines 
to you, you have N defired me to tead, and 


applauded : 


Search we the ſecret Springs, 

And backward trace the Principles of Things ; 
There ſhall we find, that, when the World began, 
One common Maſs compos d the Mould of Man : 
One Paſte of Fleſh on all Degrees beſtow'd, 

And kneaded up alike with moiſt ning Blood. 

The ſame Almighty Pow'r inſpir'd the Frame 

With kindled Life, and form'd the Souls the ſame : 

The 
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_ The Faculties of Intellect and Will, 
Diſpent d with equal Hand, diſpos'd with 01 
nora 
Like Liberty indulg'd with Choice of Good or 11! : \ 

Thus born alike, from Virtue firſt began 

The Diff rence that diflinguiſh'd Man from Man : 

He claim d no Title from Deſcent of Blood, 

But that which made him noble, made him good; 

WWarm'd with more Particles of heavenly Flame, 

He wing'd his upward Flight, and ſoar'd to Fame, 

The reſt remain d below, a Tribe without a 
Name. | 


Then, dear Papa, tell how I have offended you 
in being of the ſame Sentiments with yourſelf, and 


acknowledging that Merit which you firſt taught 
me to ſee and admire ; beſide, Sir, you ſay, or al- 
ways have ſaid, that an ungrateful Perſon is a Mon- 
ſter: Oh! how often you @n tell; — the gener- 


ous Vouth has ſaved my Liſe when in the utmoſt 


Peril; and can J, Sir, can I, my Father, be inſenſible 
of the Favour of Being, that he has preſerved. to 
me? My Father wiped his Eyes, and, after ſome 
| Pauſe, broke out thus, Gd Z——ds, and fo 1 

have brought you up to know more than the Fa- 
ther that begot thee: What doſt tell me of a new 
fangled Tale, of this and that, that I nor any body 
elſe can underſtand the Meaning of, of Merit and 


Gratitude, and the reſt at this Time? Yes, I have 
; told 
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told thee, it was good to be grateful; but did I 
ever think thou wouldſt plead his owa Words againſt 
thy Father? I reſpe& oli Thompſon and his Wife well 
enough, and did like the Boy, I muſt own, till he 
manifeſted a Deſign upon my Daughter. Vou know 
I intended you from your Birth for your Couſin, 
and ha' him you fhall : G-d's Bood, doſt thou 
think ſo many Thouſand a Year was ever intend- 
ed for a Parſon's Son, and a London Tradeſman ? 
No, no, if he had offered tocourt your Maid, I'd gi- 
ven my Conſent, and ſomewhat beſide may hap ; tho' 
I wiſh that Numps knew as much as he too, it would 
be better for him; and you know oe is an Heretic, and 
ofan Heretic Family ; but, however, to be ſure he's 
as good as us, no doubt; I don' believe he'll be damn- 
ed neither, and the Dog toſſes off his Bottle as well 
as any Man. Here I interrupted him, Papa, if 
he has not a great Fortune now, with your Aſſiſt- 
ance he may have one; and a Man that can im- 
prove an Eſtate like him, is a far better Match than 
one that has not Wit enough to keep what he has : 
Huſſy, hold your Tongue, he replied, my Reſo- 
lution is fixed, you ſhall have your Couſin or no- 
body ; Z—ds, if I had had Senſe enough, I ſhould 
have cut off your Paramour's Ears, but thoſe he 
keeps to loſe in the Pillory, for Lyes ſpoken be- 
hind his Compter. I ſaid no more, after this odd, 
incoherent Harangue, and he. fell aſleep, and 
laor'd fo loud, that an Houſe-dog, who laid under 
the 
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the Table, ſuddenly made at him, and bit him by 
the Heel ; at which he waked, and, looking about, 
ſaw me ſitting weeping, and aſked me, What ailed 
me? Indeed, Sir, I replied, I am not uſed to fit 
up theſe Hours, and it frightens me, for Fear ei- 
ther my dear Father, or myſelf, ſhould get ſick up- 
on it. Thou'rt a good Girl, Faith, and I aſk thee 
Pardon, he ſaid, and ringing for the Hoſteſs, who 
had fat up merely thro* Complaiſance, ordered her 
to ſhew me to Bed, and went immediately after 
to Bed himſelf. I was in Hopes what I had ſaid 
would have altered his Way of thinking ; for I 
added a great deal more than I can at preſent re- 
member; and indeed, the next Morning at Break- 
faft, he behaved with ſo much Affection, that my 
Thoughts, I imagined, had proved true ; but, juſt 
after we had ſat down, my Couſin came in, and 
glancing a malicious Look at me, in which Joy was 
very viſible (that is, not the pure Joy that ani- 
mates an honeſt Face upon any happy Incident, but 
ſuch a malign Kind of Satisfaction that the bad Part 
of the World experience, when they have ſerved a 
particular Turn of their own, and which is diſtin- 
guiſhed from the other by their very Countenances) 
called my Father afide, at which Time I ſuppoſe he 
related his Rencounter with you, which you have ſo 
mournfully, and to me painfully deſcribed ; for the 
old Gentleman returned, with new Fury painted in 
his Viſage, and, without ſaying a Word to me, 4 
dere 
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dered the Horfes into the Coach; into which en- 
tering, we purſued our Journey, and in three Days 
more arrived at this Lady's at the Grange in Somer- 
ſelſptire. My Aunt, who has a fine Eſtate there, 
had been often, in my dear Mother's Time, at our 
Houſe, and her amiable Daughter, my dear Serena, 
was partly brought up with me under my Mother's 
Care, I need not deſcribe them, the Sequel of 
my Story will inform you of their noble and ge- 
nerous Turn of Mind; and, as to their Perſons, it 
would be Vanity and Impertinence in me to at- 
tempt to draw their Pictures. My Father appre- 
hended, that my Aunt would have immediately 
fallen into His Sentiments; and, indeed, ſhe was 
much prejudiced againſt me when fhe firſt 
heard his Story, and agreed to a Vote he put, that 
I ſhould be confined to my Chamber till my Tem- 
per was altered; but how ſurpriſed was the dear 
good Woman, when ſhe, attempting to call me 
to Account for my Folly, heard the real Truth of the 
Affair, and that Mr. Thompſon was not a Vagabond, 
4 Raſcal, a deſigning Villain, but a Gentleman in 
every Reſpe& formed to gratify the Tafte of a 
Woman of good Senſe and Virtue ? At another 
Time ſhe may tell you, no doubt, in what a ſpi- 
rited and affectionate Manner I talked of you; it 
would not become me at prefent to repeat all I 
ſaid in your Praiſe, and on your Behalf ; let it ſuf- 
ice that, with this young Lady's Aſſiſtance, I melted 
her 
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her ſo, that, the next Morning, ſhe perſuaded my 
Father to let me be at large under her Inſpection, 
for that ſhe would anſwer for my Conduct. I was 
peſtered all this while with the nauſeous Viſits of 
the *Squire, who, in his awkard Way, addreſſed 
me, and beſpoke my Good-will ; but I returned 
bim no other Anſwer, than Silence gave; and once, 
when he particularly teaſed and peſtered me, I told 
bim, I would ſooner pierce my Heart with a Dag. 
ger, than ever think of marrying ſuch a Monſter 
of Revenge and Cruelty. He left me abruptly 
upon this, and forbore his Viſits for ſome Days; 
he and my Father being, at that Time, at Sir Milliam 
Careleſs's, a Seat about two Miles from that of my 
Aunt, and in this Interval, a Servant I could depend 
upon being ſent about ſome Buſineſs in Yorkfhirg, I 
put into his Cuſtody a Letter for you, which I am 
glad to hear you ſafely received. Ah! Mr. Thompſon, 
my Fears at this Time were much greater on your 
Account than my own: I knew your ſanguine re- 
ſolute Temper, and was ſhocked at the 'Thought 


of the Deſperation my Loſs would occaſion in you, 


in your noble Spirit, which can never ſubmit to an 
Injury with that Moderation, that perhaps is as. 
commendable as neceſſary; and I framed that Lets. 
ter on Purpoſe to calm the Tumults of your Soul. 
Mean Time I underwent all that the fooliſh Offici- 
ouſneſs of my Father, the hateful Addrefles of the. 
*Squire, and my own gloomy Ideas could inflict, 

Let 
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Let me own my Love to you was as intenſe as it 
was pure and holy: I lamented your Abſence, and 
the Diſtance that divided us, and ruminated upon 
the Accidents that might prove fatal to our Loves, 
with ſuch perpetual Sighings and Tears, ſuch fran- 
tic Sorrow, that my Aunt and Couſin, nay, even 
my Father was alarmed left I ſhould throw myſelf 
into a Fever, and the Villain, our Perſecutor, was 
forbid for ſome Time to approach me: By this Time 
theſe two Ladies had entertained ſuch a Love and E- 
ſteem for me, which all my Life will never be able to 
make them Amends for, that they ſincerely reſolved 
to befriend me in all my Deſires, and, if poſſible, to 
eaſe me of the Perſecutions that ſurrounded me: They 
talked all they could ſuggeſt to my Father, but four.d 
him as firm and ſteady as a Rock in his Purpoſes, 
that I ſhould renounce you for ever and wed the 
Squire. I did promiſe, faid he, never to force her 
Inclinations, provided ſhe would not correſpond, 
or have any Thing more to ſay to young Thomp- 
/on; but ſhe broke thro? her Contract, and I have 
now a Diſcharge for every Thing I attempt to make 
her happy,—even againſt her Will: Nor ſhall ſhe 
much longer dally with me, if I drag her to 
Church, and give her Hand into my Nephew's by 
Force. Theſe Ladies, as well as myſelf, knew the 
reſolute obſtinate Temper of my Father; and his 
Behaviour ſo irritated me, that, tho' I had promiſed 
never to marry without his Conſent, yet I believe, 
had you been upon the Spot, I ſhould have made 
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my Eſcape to you, or done any Thing to be freed 
from his Tyranny. Amongſt the great Number 
of Vititors that reſorted to ſee my Aunt, was Colonel 
Williams, a Gentleman of a very large Eftate, 
who at firſt Sight expreſied a very great Value for 
me, and aſked Leave of her to pay his Addreſſes to 
me. He was as polite and generous as he was 
rich, and, when my Aunt told him of my Pre- en- 
gagement, he deſiſted; but when ſhe informed 
him alſo of the Hardſhips I laboured under on Ac- 
count of the Squire, whom by this Time all the Gen- 
try in the Neighbourhood eſteemed a very Booby, 
he propoſed, with my Leave, to appear publickly 
as his Rival, that, by producing ſome Act of Vil. 
lainy and Baſeneſs from him, my Father might be 
forced to alter bis Purpoſes. I conſented ;—he 
made Parties of Pleaſure for us, — proſeſſed himſelf 
my Admirer, and went ſo far as to aſk my Father's 
Conſent to marry me; which, tho? he genteelly de- 
_ cliried, yet his Vanity was too much humoured in 
"ſeeing his Daughter the Toaft of the County to 
- forbid his Viſits, and my Aunt put on an Air of 
Satisfaction at what he did. The *Squire, who was 
| ſoon apprized of this potent Rival, complained of 
it to my Father, and of the Encouragement he had 
received; but he gave him this Anſwer, Z—nds, 
why if thou haſt not Spirit enough to defend thy Claim 


T againſt all the World, thou art not worthy of her, 


He took this ſo much in Dudgeon, that he came to 


my Aunt's, where he found the Colonel and my: 
ſelt 
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ſelf playing a Game at Picquet, whilſt my Couſin 
was looking on, in a Summer-houſe in the Garden: 
As ſoon as he came in, he ſat down without ſaying 
a Word, or pulling his Hat off ; upon which the 
Colonel, laughing, ſaid, Ladies, I have ſo much Ve- 
neration for your Sex, that I think a Man who has 
Aſſurance enough to come into your Preſence with- 
out taking off his Hat, ought to have it nailed to 
his Head, as the Czar of 1/u/cevy once did that 
of a certain Ambaſſador, By G-, returns the 
Squire, you can't nail it there: Not in the Pre- 
ſence of theſe Ladies he rejoin'd, but, if you are very 
impertinent, I'll take you out and correct you for 
it. The natural Cowardice of this Villain made 
him preſerve Silence ſome Minutes; but at length 
he broke out, Sir, What Buſineſs have you with 
that Lady? No other at preſent, ſays the Colonel, 
than to protect her from your Rudeneſs and Bruta- 
lity; and ſo, pray Sir, don't watch our Actions, 
but be gone directly, or I ſhall be forced to uſe you 
as you deſerve ! He did not ſtir, and the Colonel, 
ſtill laughing, go up, and gave him three or four 
Strokes over the Shoulder with a Hazel-twig, and 
bauled him out of the Summer-houſe by the Col- 
lar; and the great Oaf, with his Long-ſword by 
his Side, ſtole away into the Houſe to our inexpreſ- 
uble Diverſion. To go further yet, the Colonel 
paid a Viſit to my Father at Sir William's, to com- 
plain in Form of his Rudeneſs, and to tell him, that 
he would uſe him juſt ſo, whenever he was imper- 
unent 
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tinent again in any Place he choſe to be in. My 
Father at firſt was very angry with the Colonel, but 
foon came into a better Temper, and cried, Ay, 
do, Colonel, I wiſh you could raiſe his Paſſion ſo 
much as to get him to fight; well, he's a worthy 
Lad too, but we were not all born with Courage, 
My Aunt and Couſin rallied him ſo far for his 
Cowardice, together with his Uncle, that he thought 
he was obliged, according to his Notions of Ho- 
nour, to kill him, and, for that Purpoſe, way-laid 
him in a By-path, and fired a Piſtol at him, the 
Ball grazing on the Crown of his Hat. The Colo- 
nel ſtarted, and, turning about, drew his Sword, and 
purſued his Antagoniſt, whom he ſoon came up with, 
and was quite aſtoniſhed to find it was the noble 
Squire Rich. In the firſt Motions of his Reſent- 
ment, he was going to run his Sword thro' him, 
but, conſidering the Worthleſſneſs of the Object, 
thought it was better to expoſe him to Shame; ſo, 
\ tying his Hands behind him, he made him march 
before him to my Aunt's, where he uſhered him 
in, and told the Story of the intended Aſſaſſination, 
Never Creature ſure looked ſo meanly as the Wretch 
did at this Time, and, when my Father was ſent 
for, he was ready to expire with Shame at the Re- 
proaches that were made him. The Colonel left 
him bound, ſaying, Sir, in Conſideration of you and 
your Family, I will not expoſe this Villain to public 
Puniſhment ; only conſider wiſely, whether a Man 


of this Stamp is a fit Huſband for your charming 
Daughter, 


— 
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Daughter, My Aunt proteſted to my Father, that 


he ſhould never enter her Doors again; and the 


old Gentleman took him Home with him, giving 
him an angry Kick on the Breech, as he went out 
at the Door. Would you believe it, this Fellow 
had Aſſurance enough to tell my Father, and made 
him believe it too, that he was walking out, and, 
for Diverſion, fired his Piſtol at a Mark, not know- 
ing the Colonel, or any body elſe, was paſſing that 
Way; and promiſed him, that, to retrieve his Re- 
putation, he would call him to a Gentlemanlike 
Account for the Calumnies with which he had. 
loaded him, and that the Reaſon of his Silence un- 
der the Charge againſt him, was the Preſence of 
himſelf and me, and the Conſideration of the ap- 
parent Circumſtances, . which, to be ſure, were 
greatly in his Disfavour. All this he uttered with 
ſo many Sighs and Tears, and Proteſtations of his 
Innocence, that my Father, blindly fond of him, 
credited all he ſaid; and only required, that, as a 
Proof of his Innocence, he would challenge the 
Colonel; and, if you don't do that, ſays he, to be 
ſure you can never have Lauiſa. He introduced 
him again to my Aunt's with this ſtrange Story, 
which, tho' none of us believed, we agreed to his 
Viſits, knowing he would ſoon ruin his Scheme by 
his Fear of challenging the Colonel; which we 
imagined he would as ſoon attempt to do, as to 
face an Army of 10,000 Men; but, this Time, his 


Credit was preſerved with my Father, by the Co- 
Vol. II. lonel's 
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lonel's being ordered, the next Day, to his Duty in 
London, to which Place he ſet out, after taking a 
genteel Farewel of us, with a Promiſe to return, 
and try the *Squire's Courage in leſs than a Fortnight, 
But this dreadful Fortnight gave me more Pangs 
than Tongue can deſcribe, and was the Source of a 
Reſolution that brought me to this Country ; and, 
now let me ſay, to all the Happineſs I could pro- 
poſe in Life, 

The *Squire, after the ColonePs Departure, 
bluſtered, and ſttutted about, like the famous Bully 
of Mr: Congreve, and then diſappeared, all on a 
Sudden; giving out, That, ſince one Victim had 
fled, he was reſolved to take Satisfaction of another, 
who had uſed him as ill as this Prig, by daring to 
rival him in my Affections. He was gone near a 
Week, when my Father, with a Mixture of Joy 
and Concern in his-Countenance, brought a Letter 
to ſhew my Aunt, ſaying, Z——ds, I am. ſorry 
for the poor Lad's Fate too; but Numps has, at 
laſt, ſhewn himſelf a Man of Courage; and I'd have 
Col. Williams ſtand clear, when he comes back. 
I'VE Letter was : | 


bebe SUR, | 
I Hope youe wil now not blive the many baſes 
Stories thate are fo conſtanteley tolde youe of 
me; for I have givene a good Acounte of younge 


Tomſin, um in a Duelle, I made a Sackrifice off, 
3 and 
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and bite the Grounde. I have got ſafe here, frome 
the Purſut made after mee; and, now hesremovde, 
I hope I ſhalb meete with no farther Moleftetiong 
in aboute havinge Cuſen Zouiſee, The paves * 


was juſt ſettinge out for Londen. 
Boſton, Youer dutifull Nefew, tell Dach, 
Lincolnſhire. | HU HRT RicHB. 


My Aunt read this Letter with the utmoſt Aſto- 
| niſhment; and, tho' the did not believe he had ł Hled 
| you in a Duel, yet ſhe did not doubt but he had, 
| in the baſe Way of Aſſaffrnation, taken away your 
| Life. She took my Father aſide, and begged him 
not to let me know the Affair abruptly, but truſt 
ö to her Care cautiouſly to diſcover it, and let her 
L have the Letter, for that Purpoſe; and, the neut 
1 Morning, taking me into her Chamber, ſhe called 
r in her Daughter z and; ſhutting the Door, began 
y to open the Matter to me thus: My deareſt Nieceg 
t to me Misfortunes are no Strangers; I have lived 
e long enough to look upon evety Thing below #s 
2 vain and tranſitory, and all our fancied Enjoyments 1 

| as only ſo many Incentives to get aequainted with 
Miſery. The Pleaſutes we reap here cannot com- 

penſate for the Pains we endure; we are daily, 

es hourly, ſeeking after Toys and Bubbles, and neg- 
of le the more important Concerns of a future State. 
ge You yourſelf, young as you are, have ſeſt ſome 
f Trouble: The Loſs of your dear Mother, tho” you 
O 2 Was 
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was then almoſt an Infant, cauſed in you a ſincere 
Grief, which I know you was ſenſibly afflited with; 
but, perhaps, ſomewhat that will more nearly af- 
ſect you has happened; a fatal Accident, that, if 
you are not armed with Religion and Reaſon ſuf- 
ficient to bear, may, perhaps, kill your Peace of 
Mind for ever !—Here, all wild and frantic, yet 
unſuſpecting the Reaſon for this Diſcourſe, I cried, 
Oh! Madam, What has happened ?—My Father! 
AIs he killed ? Is he dead ?—Alas !—W hat ſhall 
Ido: am forry I ever diſobeyed bim. No, no, 
my Dear, calm yourſelf, - your Father is alive and 
well; — perhaps he does not ſo much deſerve this 
dutiful. Concern ;—No, *tis not for his Loſs you 
are now to mourn: — But—here a Shower of 
Tears, topped her farther Utterance, — and ſhe 
tenderly claſped me in her Arms, whilſt her Daugh- 
ter and myſelf joined our Tears, unknowing the 
Occaſion, with her's—She came to herſelf, and 
went on.—The beſt of Youths, my Dear, — don't 
look ſo wildly ;—the, beft of Youths, as, you have 
deſcribed him,—is dead !—is murdered. by a Vil- 
lain!—your dear—T hompſen / Oh! God, I cried, 
and fell from my Chair, in ſo ſtupid a Swoon, that 
my. Head received a violent Contuſion, which, ſee, 
I carry the Marks of to this Day. They were both 
ſo alarmed at this Accident, that they were near 
being in the ſame Condition: They both loved me 


e as J did, and ever ſhall do, them: What 
could 


— 
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could they fay ? —What could they do?—They 
raiſed me, rubbed my Temples with Hungary- 
Hater, and other ſuch reviving Preparations; but, 
for a full Hour, could not bring me to the leaſt Senſe 
or Motion. At length I awoke from this death- 
like Trance; and the firſt Idea that preſented it- 
ſelf to my Imagination, was my deareſt Thompſon, 
all wan and pale, his Blood ifluing out at ſeveral 
Wounds, and his Hair clotted with Gore! Oh! 
I cried, —let me die with thee ! I have no Buſineſs 
now in Life; Where ſhall I meet thee, thou 
dreadful, well known Form? — Oh! let me hide 
thee in my Arms, and wipe off the ſanguine Streams 
that deform thy Viſage, — and then fainted away 
again; and, Aſſiſtance being called, I was put to 
Bed in an high Fever; and was for ſome Days ſo 
delirious, that it was thought I ſhould never, get 
over it. My dear Aunt and Couſin were incon- 
ſolable; and my F ather, notwithſtanding his obdu- 
rate 1 was ſincerely grieved ; but the two 
Ladies would not ſuffer him to approach me, and 
loaded him with the Epithets of Cruel, —Baſe, —r 
and Barbarous; and told him he had murdered one 


Perſon, and now, they ſuppoſed, would ſend his 


Emiſſary to kill the other. His Nephew was arri- 
ved, and put on the Air of a great deal of Concern ; 
but my Aunt ſent him Word, if he approached the 
Houſe, ſhe would order her Servants to ſecure him 
asa Murderer. In about three Weeks I was ſomewhat 

Oy upon 
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vpon the mending Hand, but recovered ſlowly, 
and with ſuch a Worm at my Breaſt, as deprived 
me of all Comfort. My Colour vaniſhed from my 
Cheeks;=-T grew as pale as a Spectre, and my Body 
fo thin and emaciated, that I was hardly known to 
be the fame : However, I had Reſolution enough 
00 defire*my Aunt to let me into the Particulars of 
my Thompſon's Fate, and had ſeriouſly entered into 
= gloomy Reſolution to make away with myſelf, 
be firſt Opportunity. Oh] Tet a Perſon be ever 
bs wife or intelligent, there are fome Misfortunes 
1b ſevere, that it is impoſſible for them to bear up 
2gainiſt their Force; the Brain, and all the Facul- 
ies weakened, admit of the moſt direful Refolves ; 
and, perhaps, none but thinking Perſons can be ſo 
much affected. A Fool has not Senſe enough to grieve 
ib as true a Saying, as it is a trite one. I agreed with 
her, that you muſt have been daſely murdered, tho 
Tcould not account for your havihg Raid ſo long in 
Yorkfhire ; and, for a great while, I formed many 
Schemes to bring your Murderer to Juſtice; but 
tlie unlucky Thought, that, perhaps, my Father 
Was concerned in it, ſtopped me in my intended 
Profecution, which' otherwiſe' my Aunt, notwith- 
ſtanding the *Squire's near Relation, would have 
joined in. I was no ſooner up, than my Father, 
very abruptly, brought the *Squire to pay me a Vi- 
fit; on which I would have retired, but he took 
Hold of me, and told me J ought not to blame 
gu E 0 Numps 


of Joxr TROUPSONV. 295 


Numps for what he had done, for a Gentleman 
muſt defend his Honour and his Miſtreſs. I kept 
an obſtinate Silence all the Time they ſtaid; and, 
had I had a Weapon proper, I believe I ſhould have 
had Strength to have run it thro' his perfidious 
Heart, My Father faid, in a menacing. Way, 
Well, Lucy, Numps and I are going into Yorkfhire 
to ſettle Matters for your Removal Home; and 
then I expect you'll, -d'ye hear me,—do as I or- 
der you, and think no more of a Man who deſerved 
to die, and was beneath your Notice. I made no 
other Anſwer than by a Flood of Tears, which 
hindered my Sight, and they departed. My Aunt 
and Couſin were ſhocked at this Inhumanity, ſo 
much, that they could not ſpeak to him; and 1 told 
thoſe Ladies, very deliberately, after they were gone, 
that I'd never more ſee Yori/rre, or the Face of 
my cruel Father, whatever became of me. They 
were frightened at the Manner of my Expreflion 
and, the next Day, my Aunt, having conſulted with 
herſelf, propoſed the following Scheme, not think- 
ing that I would long perfiſt in my Reſolution ; and 
ſhe hoped, by flattering my Diſpoſition, to keep me 
from Suicide, which was what ſhe imaginedT hinted 
at; and, at the ſame Time, ſhe knew it would 
bring my Father to his Senſes, Dear Lucy, ſays 
ſhe, I was brought up in France, and have con- 
trated Friendſhips there. I long to ſee that King- 
dom again, and we will all three, for ſome Years, 

O 4 leave 
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leave this fatal Country ; but, as I can't keep you 
from your Father's Authority, you ſhall fall ſick, and, 
ſeemingly, die ; we'll make a ſumptuous Funeral 
for you, and bury you apparently amongſt the Family 
at Taunton, Vou ſhall, mean Time, till our Embark- 
ation go to a diſtant Tenant's of mine in Exeter, who 
will never betray our Secret; and, after you are bu- 
ried, I'll write ſuch a Letter to your Father, as, per- 
haps, may intirely alter the Syſtem he at preſent acts 
upon. My Eſtate is ſufficient for all our Uſes, and 
| you and my Daughter ſhall have an equal Claim 
to it with myſelf. I jumped at this Propoſal; it 
flattered the gloomy, deſpairing Condition, I was 
in; I hated York/hire; J hated England; J almoſt, 
EI could not help it, —hated my obdurate Father! 
What my Aunt propoſed, as a Scheme politically 
to over-reach my diſordered Mind, I improved into 
a ſettled Vow, never to ſee my Father, or my na- 
tive Country again.—Perhaps I had ſome Princi- 
ples, like Revenge, then in my Heart—Yes,—I 
confeſs I had, - but your Mother and Father I 
thought of with great Affection: I could have 
wiſhed the former had known the Truth of my De- 

ſtination ; but, at laſt, I reſolved ſhe ſhould not, 

leſt, from Tenderneſs to me, ſhe might betray 

me to my Father; I therefore deſired my Aunt to 

write a Letter to her of my Death; and in it] in- 

cloſed my Picture, as a Preſent to her, which I had 


got drawn on Purpoſe for you, and you have got it, 


Sir 3 
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Sir; and, if you value the Original, as much as 
you have that Copy, I ſhall be the happieſt Wo- 
man living. In ſhort, I died, —was buried, —as had 
been concerted ; my Aunt wrote a terrible Letter 
to my Father upon it ; and, without waiting an An- 
ſwer, we hired a Veſlel for France, where we ſafely 
arrived, after a pretty turbulent Paſſage. My Aunt 
had fo ſettled her Affairs, that her Steward remit- 
ted her the Profits of her Eſtate quarterly; and, it 
being large, the dear Woman has kept up a grander 
Equipage than ſhe did in Somerſetſpire. We have 
now been in this Houſe near eight Years, and, 
keeping little Company, we have been 'happy in 
ourſelves, and have, by numerous, good Offices, 
contributed to the Happineſs of others. Our Needle- 


work and our Books, and now and then a Ride or 


a Walk, have been our principal Avocations, I mean 
that of my Aunt and my Serena; for, as to myſelf, 
I have not enjoyed a Moment's Eaſe ; your endear- 
ing Form has ever been before my Eyes; and the Tor- 
tures of my Soul, the Perturbations of my Heart, 
my departing, dying, bleeding Heart, even thy Pen 
or Tongue could never be able to deſcribe | I have 
reſolutely: hitherto refuſed to hear from, or ſend to 


my Father, or England; and my dear Aunt, has 


humoured my Diſpoſition ſo far, as never to men- 
tion one Word of the Intelligence ſhe has, at Times, 
received, I muſt own, fince your Account of.my 
poor Father's Repentance, ſo long ago, I burn to 
fling myſelf at his Feet, to eaſe the Tortares of 

O05 his 
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his now altered Mind ; and, ſince I have recovered my 
dear Thompſon, Yorkſhire will be the only agreeable 

Spot to me in the World. I long to fee your dear 
Father and Mother alſo, and my poor Fidele, and 
to return my Thanks to your Mr. and Mrs. Good- 
will, and all the reſt of our Friends, and to be happy 
once more amongſt them, 

My Couſin and TI had been to ſee a Lady of the 
Court of Verſailles, when I ſaw you come down 
the Walk, and heard your well known Voice; and 
the Surpriſe, for I immediately thought, with the 
Vulgar, it muſt be an Apparition, made me faint 
away, and the reſt that followed you are acquainted 
with. Mr. $harpley has alſo Occaſion to remember 
it, continues my Louiſa, with a heavenly Smile, for 
he loſt his Heart the Moment, he ſays, he faw my 
much loved Serena; tho' I think, if I underſtand 
the Language of their Eyes, he has got as precious 
a Pledge in Return, When Mr. Sharpley was per- 
fuaded to ſtay that Night, we endeavoured to get 
your Name, if haply you wore Fleſh and Blood 
about you; and his Account of your Adventures 

confirmed me we had both been impoſed upon. 1 
longed to know, if you were really as faithful to 
your loſt Lowſa, as it was ſaid you was; and, your 

Reſolution never to converſe with the Sex render- 

ing it impoſlible to ſee you under that Character, 

I propofed to my Aunt and Coufin the Reſolution 
Thad taken, to get into your Service as a Page. 
fin note | Tbis 
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This you are ſenſible I did; thro? the good Offices 
of Mr. Sharpley ; and I faithfully ſerved you, under 
the Name of Efampe ; but, Mr, Thompſon, if I loved 
you before with an Intenſeneſs of Affection, how 
muſt your Louiſa love you now! improved in 
Knowledge! improved in Goodneſs ! and ſoconſtant 
to your firſt Affection, as often, whilſt I attended 
you, made me lift. up my Eyes, in Thanks and 


| Praiſes to the Almighty, for forming ſo excellent a 


Copy of his own PerfeCtions here below! In De- 


| fence of this dear Man, ſays Louiſa, turning to the 


two Ladies and Mr. Sharpley, I did a Thing beyond 
the uſual Daring of my Sex, and fired a Piſtol, and 
killed a Man; but there can be no Wonder in. all 
that, ſeeing, if he had died, I ſhould ſoon have fol- 
lowed him! Come, Mr. Thompſon, let us haſte to 
England, —my Father can no longer deny his Con- 
ſent he repents—you are rich, and we can't 
live without each other, and I'll ſtudy to be grate- 
ful to you for all your Conſtancy, by ordering every 
future Action of my Exiſtence, ſo as to __ 
my Life, my Lord, my Hlusband. 

Thus the melodious, angelic Voice, ceaſed the 
charmingly eloquent and ſenſible Narration, and, 
for ſome Time, buried, abſorbed in Admiration, I 
could not utter one Syllable, but fondly gazed, and 
devoured all her World of Perfections with my 
Eyes. At length I broke out into ſuch Raptures, 


as well nigh, with mere over-ſtraining Nature, had 
O 6 robbed 
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robbed me of Life. Lovely dear Louiſa / heavenly 
Maid ! *tis impoflible for me to expreſs what I feel 
of thy matchleſs, unprecedented Virtues ! Had I the 
tuneful Tongue, the gentie Lyre of a Catullus, the 
Horatian Lute, the Numbers of the melting Wal- 


ler, the prevailing Art of Sedley, I could then ſcarce 
do thy Merits adequate Juſtice ! Oh] 


For thee each gladſome Morn ſhall wake ; 
Grey Lien, replete with Bliſs, retire ; 
My Lucy TI will neer forſake, 

But till, to fault ring Age, admire. 
Ever the ſame, no Diſcord ſhall decreaſe 
Our ſettled Happineſs, celeſtial Peace. 
Politeneſs ſmooth, and Decency, ſhall fway 
Our Thoughts, our As, and Reaſon's forceful Ray. 


Yes, we will return to the Arms of our Friends, 
and the Embraces of our Parents ! I burn, I ſigh, 1 
die, till I have thee mine for ever ! 

Mr. Sharpley, her Aunt, and Serena, were quite 
delighted with her Manner of relating her Adven- 
tures; and all, in their Turn, thanked her in the 
politeſt and wittieſt Terms for the Compliments 
ſhe had beſtowed upon them. And, is it true, ſays 
Sbarpley, that I have got my Serena's Heart ?—BIifl- 
ful Diſcovery ! Is it true, my Angel? Nay, aſk 
my Couſin, replied that amiable Lady; my Couſin 
ſays ſo, and ſhe never tells an Untruth. He got 


Up, 
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up, embraced her firſt, and then her Mother; and 


never, ſure, were a happier Sett of People ſeen to- 
gether. | 


— 


H 


They ſettle their Affairs in France. Madam 
Rich diſpoſes of her Houſe and Goods. hey 
ſtay ſome Time in Paris, — Meet with an Ob- 
jel of Charity.—Thompſon relieves him, 
notwithſtanding a former Piece of ill Uſage. 
hey take Leave of their Friends. — Set out 
with Paſſports for Flanders.—Arrive at 
Williamſtadt.— Embark for England. — 
Land at Harwich. 


M R. Sharpley and myſelf ſoon ſettled what Af- 
fairs we had to tranſact at Paris; and, hav- 
ing now gratified our Curioſity with the Sight of 
every Thing worth viewing, we only waited till 
Madam Rich had diſcharged her Servants, except 
the Engliſh ones ſhe brought over with her; and 
diſpoſed of the Houſe ſhe had bought at St. Chu, 
and the Furniture, which was very ſuperb ; which 
ſhe ſoon did, to great Advantage, Mynheer Yan 
Straaten, the Dutch Reſident, making a Purchaſe 
of the Whole. My Lowija. had lived ſo recluſe, 
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ſince her being in France, that ſhe had not ſeen 
many of the remarkable public Places, Buildings, 
and Palaces; ſo that we determined to take Lodg- 
ings at Paris for a Fortnight, and do all we could, 
and dedicate the whole Time for the Entertain- 
ment of the Ladies. One Day, when we were at 
the Hotel Dieu, a recovered Patient, amongſt others, 
attended to ſnew us the ſeveral Wards and Conve- 
niencies of that noble Charity; and I ſoon found, 
by his Accent, that he was an Engliſbman; and, 
looking ſtedfaſtly upon him, methought ] alſo re- 
collected his Features. I aſked him where he was 
born in England? He ſaid in Landon, and that his 
Name was Deacon. I think I have heard of a Mer- 
chant of that Name. I had a Brother a Merchant, 
Sir, he replied, and I was his unfortunate Succeſſor 
in the Buſineſs. I found now it was really poor 
Mr. Deacon's Brother, who had been the Cauſe of 
my Arreſt and Impriſonment in the Fleet ſo many 
Years before; but appeared to be in ſuch miſerable 
Circumſtances, that I was reſolved I would not mor- 
tify him, by making myſelf known; for nothing 
can be greater Cruelty, than to inſult over the Mi- 
ſeries, even of an Enemy: I was, inſtead thereof, 
really concerned, and grieved to the higheſt De- 
gree ; and all my old Regard for his worthy Bro- 
ther returned freſh into my Mind. I was curious 
to know how he came in an Enemy's Country, and 


what had reduced him to ſuch a forlorn Situation. 
He 
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He informed me that he had ſuffered great Loſſes 
in Trade, before the War broke out; and, at laſt, 
was obliged to fly to France, with a very ſmall Sum 
in his Pocket, to avoid the Miſeries of a Gaol in 
his native Country ; that he lived ſome Time as a 
Clerk to a Merchant at Boulogne, but, his Maſter 
failing, he could find no further Buſineſs in his own 
Way, after ſpending the little Money he had in 
Search of it; and mere Want induced him to enliſt as 
a common Soldier, in the Regiment of Ptcardy; that, 
in a ſmart Engagement between the French and the 
Allies, he had the Misfortune to have two of his 
Fingers ſhot off, and was diſcharged as unfit for 
Service; that he ftrolſed to Paris, begging moſt 
Part of the Way, and was there taken ill in the 
Street of an Ague and Fever, and ſent to the Ho- 
ſpital by the Pariſh where he was found ; and hoped 
ſoon to be able to ſhift for himſelf, and get over 
to England, if he could get Money to pay his Paſ- 
ſage, where he did not doubt of meeting with 
Friends to ſerve him; and, as he was a Fugitive, 
of getting clear of his Debts, by an Act of Inſol- 
vency, which he heard had lately paſſed. My 
Heart was moved at his dreadful Relation, and, 
calling him aſide, I told him I was his Countryman, 
and could not bear to ſee him in ſo much Diſtreſs, 
and begged he'd ſuffer me to make him a ſmall Pre - 
ſent ; on which I flipped twenty Louis d ors into his 
Hand ; and he was fo overcome at the Sight of it, 

| that 
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that he was ready to drop down before me ; his Face 
turned pale as Death, and his Knees tottered under 
him. Mr. Sharpley had an Eye upon me; and, 
finding what I was about, approached, and told me 
he hoped I would let him advance his Mite to the 
Relief of a Countryman under Misfortunes, and 
made him accept of ten Louis d'ors more; add- 
ing, if it had not been for you, my dear Friend, I 
ſhould have made but a bad Figure not long ago 
myſelf : We are all ſubje& to the unavoidable IIls 
of Life, and ſhould conſider our Fellow-creatures 
under ſuch Calamities, as Types of what the beſt 
of us may one Day be. Madam Rich and the La- 
dies would know the Buſineſs we were about, and 
all three made him handſome Preſents; upon which 
his Joy flaſhed from his very Eyes, and dwelt, in in- 
voluntary Smiles, on his Countenance, 

Soon after we took Leave of Monſieur Du Pleſ- 
it, and his Family, Monſieur Baſſamprere, Count 
Garonne, and all our Friends in Paris, who loaded 
us with Civilities ; and, having obtained the pro- 
per Paſſports, which we had a great deal of Dif- 
ficulty to do, we ſet out for Flanders, by the Rout 
of Cambray, where, after ſtaying ſome Time, as 
we did indeed in every remarkable Place, for the 
Eaſe, and, at the ſame Time, for the Entertain- 
ment of our fair Fellow-travellers, having obtain- 
ed a ſafe Conduct for any Place where we met with 


the Troops of France, we arrived at Antwerp ; - 


from 
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from whence, in a Day and an half, we came to 
Milliamſtadt, where we deſigned to embark for 
England, My Louiſa, Serena, and the old Lady, 
preſerved their Healths and Spirits ſurpriſingly well, 
during this long and fatiguing Progreſs, notwith- 
ſtanding, at many Places in Flanders, the Accom- 
modations are ſo mean, that the loweſt Wretch 
in England would grumble to be forced to take up 
with them ; and this may be obſerved, for the Ho- 
nour of our Country, that in no Part of the World 
you meet with ſuch Fare, and ſuch Treatment, as 
in the Inns upon the Roads in England. France 
and Holland come neareſt to the ſame Standard; 
but, as to the Spaniards, Italians, Germans, and all 
other People in Europe, the Ulage amongſt them 
is coarſe, but tricking ; their Accommodations 
wretched, and their Fare execrable. I was now 
quite gay, pleaſed, and chearful; all the World ap- 
peared to me in an amiable Light; I had no Re- 
ſentment in my Breaſt; Mankind were forgiven 
by me, for all their Oddities and their Follies, which 
now ſeemed rather Virtues than Crimes. Alas! 
how Misfortune ſours a Man to the Reliſh of Life; 
the leaſt Thing ſaid or done, that contradicts his 
Humour, or particular Fancy, is conſtrued into a 
Fault.— Tired with Living, —fretted, and conti- 
nually vexed by his uneaſy Thoughts, or Condi- 
tion, he looks upon all Men as his Enemies, and 


ſees Abſurdities in their Conduct, which, at another 
| Time, 
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Time, would only ſeem Peccadilloes, and be eaſily 


looked over. | 


We were the moſt at a Loſs to preſerve the De- 
corums, in this Country, due to the Sex; but with 
the Aſſiſtance of the Officers of both the French 


and Allies, we did tolerably well, and could gene- 


rally provide one Bed for the three Ladies, in a 
Country harraſſed by the Marches and Counter- 
matches of, and the numerous Devaſtations cauſed 
by two potent Armies; and all the Praiſe imagi- 
nable is due from me to the military Gentlemen on 
both Sides, who freely granted us Escorts, where 
they thought it would contribute to our Eaſe and 
Safety, from Poſt to Poſt. Ye Powers | did I ever 
think, could I have the leaſt Idea of enjoying thus 
the Society, without Fear or Interruption, of my 
angelic Louiſa, now truly mine, ſince dead to all 
the World befide-; and, if little tender Fears, now 
and then, intruded themſelves, for her Safety 


and Protection, it ſprang from no ſuch low Prin- 


ciple as Jealouſy, for that Paſſion was quite loſt in 


the Confidence I repoſed in the lovely Creature: 


In ſhort, we were ſuch a Sett of People as nothing 
now could poſſibly diſturb; we were ſecure of our 
Freight, and myſelf and Sharpley acted as if we had 
the Wealth of both Iadies in our Poſſeſſion. The 
Elevation of Sentiment, our ſoft Companions in- 
ſpired, gave all our Actions a noble and generous 


Caft ; we were kind, even to a Fault, to our Ser- 
vants, 


E 
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vants, and beſtowed Largeſſes upon the Soldiers, 
with a princely Magnificence, particularly to thoſe 
who every Day arrived at Williamſtadt from Eng- 
land, yet unacquainted with the Hardſhips and Fe a- 
tigues of the War. 

We hired a Veſſel for ourſelves, but, Capt. Sharp» 
ley ſoon after meeting with the Captain of a Man of 
War of 20Guns, anold Acquaintance, he got Leave 
of the Commodore to take us on Board, and ſtand 
over to Harwich; which he did, and we ſafely land- 
ed at that Place, in 36 Hours after we weighed from 
Holland, making Captain Tripſact, our Comman- 
der, a very handſome Preſent for his Good- nature 
and Politeneſs, and beſtowing a conſiderable Bene» 
faction _ his _ and undaunted Seamen, 


4 4 - E. 
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1 accofled by an Acguaintance.— Makes him 
an bandſome Preſent. —They ſet out for 
London. Are known at Colcheſter. —By 
whom diſcovered. —T bey arrive in London, 
» end for Mr. Prig.— Tender Scene be- 
teen Thompſon and Miſs Rich. 


E had juſt ſettled ourſelves, and were going 

to Dinner at the beſt Inn in the Town, 
when Word was brought me, that a Gentleman, 
who had ſeen us come in, deſired to ſpeak to me; 
upon 
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upon which I begged the Favour of the Meſſenger 
to deſire him to walk in ;—he came, and at his 
firſt Entrance I really did not at all remember him, 
but he no ſooner eſſayed to paſs the uſual Compli- 
ments upon me, than I, ſhaking his Hand with a 
good deal of Heartineſs, ſaid, What, — Mr. Briſt, 
my old Friend, how could you know a Man ſo 
much altered ſince you ſaw him in the Fleet, both 
in Habit and Perfon? Sir, he replied, it was a long 
Time before I could recollect you; but, at laſt, 
I did make ſhift to remember Mr. Thompſon, my 
Maſter's Friend, whom I left but Yeſterday ; and 
he telling me, you was every Day expected from 
France, it added to my Memory's Ability. I aſked 
him, What brought him down to Harwich? He 
told me, that, by his Maſter's Recommendation, 
he was appointed Clerk to the Briti/h Commiſſary 
in Flanders, and was going to Hebvoet/luys in the 
Pacquet from Harwich, having tranſacted firſt ſome 
Buſineſs for Mr. Prig at Colcheſter. I was glad 
to ſee this young Gentleman, to whom I had for- 
got to be grateful for his former ready and willing 
Attendance under my Misfortune; and after ſtay- 
ing him to Dinner, and entertaining him with 
agreeable Satisfaction, I took him aſide, and told 
him, that I was ſorry I had not thought of my 
Obligations to him before I left England; but I 
hoped he'd excuſe me, and that it was not too late to 
ſhew him my Gratitude; upon which I put a Ban#- 
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note for an Hundred Pounds into his Hands. He 
bluſhed, and would have refuſed the Favour ; but 
 infiſted on his Acceptance of it, and told him, 
that, when he came again to England, I would en- 
deavour to ſettle him in his old Profeflionyin which, 
I was ſure, from the Example of Mr. Prig, he 
would behave ſo as to become a Blefling, and not a 
Curſe to the World, as too many Attornies were. 
He was all Rapture at my Kindneſs, and returned 
me a Million of Thanks; but, the Pacquet being 
ready to ſail, I had not an Opportunity of further 
Converſation, and he took his Leave. 

The next Day we hired a Coach and a Sett of 
Horſes, and ſet out full of Joy for London. We 
were now upon Engliſh Ground, and haſtening to 
the Embraces of our Friends, who I did not doubt 
were impatient to ſee me, and had for a long Time 
expected my Artival; tho', as to Captain Sharply 
and the Ladies, they could have no Idea of the Ar- 
rival of ſuch Perſons. Oh ! what Floods of rap- 
turous Delight overſpread our Boſoms, the nearer 
and nearer we approached the Place of our Nativi- 
ties, or the Scenes that were to terminate our un- 
common Adventures, in ſo gladſome, ſo happy an 
Union, as we expected ſoon to experience? At 
Colchefler, when we had juſt alighted in the Inn- 
yard, I was ſeized by the Arms of a Gentleman in 
Boots, who hugged me ſo cloſely, ſo ſwiftly, and 
ſo eagerly, that I had not Time to diſcover who 

he 
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he was, till I heard him repeat, every now and 


| then, My dear Maſter, — arrived at laſt, —my 
Friend, —my San, my every thing that is valuable; 


and then, by the Expreſſion and the Voice, I knew 


it to be my honeſt faithful Truman. I returned 
his Careſſes, with an enlivening Fervour, and an 
Emotion of Heart, that was inexpreſſibly touching 
to me; — we ſhed Tears, and my Company ſoon 
underſtood, by hearing me repeat, Dear Truman, 
over and over, that he was that worthy Domeſtic they 
had heard me ſo often celebrate the Piaiſes of. We 
retired into a Room, and J preſented him to Sharp- 
ley and the Ladies, who careſſed him without Mea- 
fure; when he approached my Louiſa, he ſtarted 
back ſome Paces, and, lifting up his Hands and 
Eyes, turned towards me, and ſaid, Ah, dear Sir, 
what do I ſee! you are either very happy, or my 
Fancy has cheated me with an Illuſion ; ſure it 
is Miſs Rich, whom I have fo often ſeen in Yorks 
ſhire, —ariſen from the Dead, and whom you have 
fo ſorely, and for ſo many Years, fo juſtly lament- 
ed. Ves, the dear Maid replied, I can't keep fo 
good a Friend to Mr. Thompſon in the Pain of 
Suſpence : I am that Perſon, and have as ſincerely 
lamented your Maſter, who I thought was loſt for 
ever. Truman fell on his Knees, and kiſſed her 
Hand, again and again, and was ſo tranſported, 
that for ſome' Time he could only utter fach dif- 
ra _—_ as the Fulneſs of his Joy would 

permit. 
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permit. He danced, he ſung, and practiſed over 


ſo many different Movements of Paſſion, that 1 
feared it would turn his Brain. When ſomewhat 


calmer, he, on my Enquiry, told me, Mr. Good- 


will and his Spouſe, Mr. and Mrs. Bellair,* and 
Miſs Sukey, were in Town, and that he left them 


at Mr. Diaper's, where his Son alſo was, in earneſt 
Expectation of my Arrival; that, at their Deſire, 
and from his own Impatience to ſee me, he had 


undertaken to croſs in the Pacquet to Holland, and, 
having obtained a proper Paſſport, to wait upon me 
at Paris, for which Purpoſe he had got as far as 


Colcheſter on his Way, when he had the good For- 


tune to meet us in ſo ſurpriſing and unexpected a 
Manner. Your Father, Sir, added he, has been 


in Town twice ſince your laſt Letters; but is at pre- 
ſent gone down again to Yorkforre, where he hopes 
ſoon to ſee you. He did not remember any thing 


of Sharpley, till he told him who he was, at which 
he embraced him feelingly, and congratulated his 


ſafe Arrival in England, telling him, his Father 
was very well, with the whole Family: But, Sir, 
he continued, is my dear Lady here to be diſcover- 
ed immediately? If I might adviſe, I would per- 
ſuade her to be diſguiſed, that ſhe may ſee Sir Walter, 
without his knowing her, and, which I am ſure 
he'll be ready to do, he may give her to your Arms 
himſelf, without knowing he beſtows his Daugh- 
ter Won jou, whoſe Loſs, and the Injuries be has 

cauſed 
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cauſed to you, he ſtill laments in the moſt affect- 
ing Manner, We liſtened with Pleaſure to his 
Propoſals, and reſolved to put his Scheme in Exe. 
cution, and to keep her Revival to Life a Secret to 
every one, till our Marriage was performed; and, 
by Madam Rich's Deſire, I would keep him no long- 
er, but ſent him up to Town, with a Commiſſion 
to hire a ready furniſhed Houſe for the Ladies in 
the moſt genicel Part of the Town, till I had ſet- 
tled my Affairs in London, and could attend them 
into Yorkſhire. We now, on that Account, to 
give him proper Time, ſtaid ſome Days at Colche- 
ier, and, in the Rout to London, employed as much 


Time as we could, fo that it was near a Week be- 


fore we entered into that, to me, well known Me- 


tropolis, which we did in the Evening; and Truman 


waiting, according to a Letter of Advice, I ſent 
him, at the Vhite Hart Tavern, in Holborn, we 


immediately took another Coach, and conveyed our 


fair and dear Companions to ah Houſe in Red Lion 
Square, which we found Truman had made Choice 
of with a great deal of Judgment ; every Thing a- 

bout it being in the moſt polite and elegant Taſte, 
The next Day with Sharpley I went to the 
Temple Exchange Coffee- Houſe, dreſſed in the rich- 
eſt Manner, and, going into a Room above Stairs, 
ſent the Waiter away to Mr, Prig's Chambers, to 
acquaint him, that two Gentlemen deſired to ſpeak 
with him, Prig I found was very particular in 
enquiring 
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enquiring after our Appearance, &c. no doubt, 
ſuſpecting it was me, and ſoon after arrived; I got 
up and ſtood at the Window, with my Back to- 
wards the Door, having given Sharpley a Letter 
for him, as from me, and proper Inſtructions how 
to behave. When he came in, Mr. Sharpley aſk- 
ed him, if his Name was Prig? To which, hav- 
ing anſwered in the Affirmative, he told him, he had 
ſeen a Gentleman in France, one Mr. Thompſon, 
who had defired him to bring him that Letter, and 
to drink a Glaſs of Wine with him. Thompſon, Sir, 
ſays he, you honour me, and oblige me! Ho 
does that dear Friend do whom we have expected 
every Day in England? I left him, Sir, replies 
Sharpley, in a very bad State of Health; but, — 
good G-d, the other interrupted with a Sigh, Is 
he at Paris, Sir? He was there, Sir, when I was 
there, PII 90 over in the Pacquet and ſee my va- 


lued Friend, let what will be the Conſequence? He 


ſpoke this ſo touchingly, that I could refrain no 
longer, and, turning round, cried, No, my dear 
Sir, you ſhall have no ſuch fatiguing Journey, be- 
hold your Thompſon here, and more yours than e- 
ver | He jumped from his Seat, and, after gazing 
wiſhſully upon me, ran into my Arms, and almoſt 
devoured me with Embraces; which I return- 
ed as cordially, and it was ſome Time before we 
we were able to ſpeak : It was all Madneſs of Extaſy, 
and Sharpley was forced: merrily to interpoſe, to 
Vor. II. P bring 
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bring us to the Level of rational Creatures, I 
then let him know who that Gentleman was, and 
he was quite overjoyed to ſee him, and the Relation 
of our Adyentures gave him freſh and added Satis- 
faction. Well, Gentlemen, ſays he, thank Pro- 
vidence you are returned ſafe and happy, which 
will glad the Hearts of all your Friends, as much 
as it does mine. Vour Mr, Diaper, and all the 
reſt that are in London, long as much to ſee you 
as they ever did for any thing in the World; my 
Friend, and Mr. Goadiuill, has ſtaid in Landon a con- 
ſiderable Space of Time on Purpoſe; but what do 
you think ? Prim and his Family are come to Eug- 
land, and I am juſt now preparing the Title Deeds of 
an Eſtate he has purchaſed near Cheſbunt in Hert- 
Ferdſbire. This more and more increaſed my Satiſ- 
faction, already riſen to a great Height; and I could 
not help, tho' I had reſolved, to the contrary, to 
impart to Prig the Secret of my having found my 
long loſt, Louiſa; at which he was all Wonder and 
Aſtoniſhment, and exclaimed on the Goodneſs. of 
Providence, and the ſurpriſing Ways it every Day 
takes to bleſs Mankind. 
Prig was juſt the ſame Man as when I left him, 
and was ſtill unmarried; but by the great and ex- 
traordinary Favours beſtowed on bim by Mx. Gocd- 


hill and Mr. Bellair, and the Recommendations 


of Mr. Diaper. and my Father, had ſuch a Flow; 
ef Succeſs in his Profeſſion, that he was already ſet 
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above the World, and had acquired a genteel For- 
tune. 

I begged him not to give the leaſt Hint to our 
other Friends of my Arrival, becauſe I intended 
to go down to Mr. Diaper's, and ſurpriſe them 
2greeably' by my Preſence ; and that the Recovery 
of Louiſa might be a Secret to every Body but him- 
ſelf: We then took him with us to ſup with the 
three Ladies, and he was ſtruck with Admiration at 
the Charms of my Louiſa and her Converſation, 
and repeated, as he went away, ſeveral Times to 
me, She is a moſt lovely Creature I never ſaw 
ſuch a Beauty before! 

Mr. Sharpley and I had been in the City with 
Prig, and J bad bought a rich Diamond Solitaire, 
and he had purchaſed a magnificent Pair of Ear- 
rings, as Preſents for our two Miſtreſfes, and ſome 
Trinkets for the old Lady, and had hired a Coach 
and Chariot of a proper Perſon; to attend them dur - 
ing their Stay in London: After Prig was gone, we 
each of us preſented our Jewels, and I had the Hap- 
pineſs to put mine round the delicate Neck of my 
Angel, who was quite ſtruck with the Action, and 
ſaid, You are very gallant, my deat Mr. Thompſon, — 
and ſtudy ſo: many Ways to oblige me, that I can't 
expreſs the tender Sentiments that croud into my 
Mind towards you. Ah! lovely Maid, I replied, 
can I do too much, in the whole future Courſe of 

105 Life, to merit the Regards of the dear Crea- 
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ture, who has ſuffered ſo much on my Account, 
and is ſuch a Miracle of Beauty, Truth, and Con- 
ftancy ? Serena received her Preſent with Joy, and 
the old Lady took it ſo well, that we remembered 
her in theſe Trifles, thatſhe was in an extreme good 
Humour upon it, and told Sharpley, that ſhe would 
take Care and make him ſuch Satisfaction, that, 
on his Marriage, beſide her Daughter's Fortune, ſhe 
would give him an Eſtate, that ſhould equal him 
with the beſt Gentleman in the County of York. 
Sharpley and Serena both threw their Arms about 
her Neck, and embraced this kind Mother, and 
we were fo tranſported with each other's Company, 
that it was very late before we left them to retire 
to a Lodging Truman had provided for us in the 
Neighbourhood, The next Day, I ordered Tru- 
man to let me have Bank Bills to the Value of a 
Thouſand Pounds, one of which I turned into 
Guineas, and putting all together into a rich Purſe, 
which I had purchaſed on Purpoſe for the Occaſion, 
I waited on the Ladies, and, taking my Louiſa into 
her Cloſet, I began thus, My lovely Creature! [ 
now hope you look upon yourſelſ as mine, and 
that you ought to ſhare with me that Fortune Pro- 
vidence has permitted me to gain, and which, if Sir 
Walter had it in his Power to deny his Conſent to 
our Union, or ſhould deprive us of his Favour, 
is ſufficient to make us happy ! I can't bear you 
\ ſhould be longer obliged to Madam Rich, for what 
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you may have in your own Perſon, and really do 
poſſeſs ; take this Purſe, and its Contents, which 
will ſuffice for the Remainder of your Expences in 
your Maiden State, and provide yourſelf with e- 
very Thing you ſhall havean Uſe or Fancy for, be- 
fore we ſet out for Yorkſhire. The dear Angel 
looked at me with a World of Tenderneſs, whilſt 
I was ſpeaking, and then broke forth into the fol- 


lowing Speech! My dear Thompſon, I accept your 


generous Preſent, in Truſt for your Uſe, and hope 
I ſhall manage this with the ſame Prudence I ſhall 
always ſtudy to behave with in your Affairs. I 
do always look on myſelf as yours, and only yours, 
for my Father has I think greatly forfeited his Au- 
thority over me by his Uſage z but till let us prac- 
tiſe all the Duty due to Parents, and then if he re- 
fuſes his Conſent, or is angry when he diſcovers 
his Daughter, under the CharaQter of your Wife, 
why let him diſpoſe of the dirty Acres as he plea- 
ſes ; I have Stock of Affection ſufficient I hope to 
compenſate for their Loſs to you ; but I look for 


| happier Things, and believe he will now be proud 


of his Son-in-Law! To fay, I am ſurpriſed at your 
Preſent, would be glofling too much the Sentiments 
of my Mind, for, knowing my dear Thompſon, I 
know him capable of every Thing good, and kind, 
and generous; but how—which Way, —ſhall 1, 
can I reward his Goodneſs to his Louiſa? Your 
being ſenſible only, my ſweeteſt Louiſa, of my Pains, 

1 Foe 
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my Sufferings,—your approving my Paſſion, your 
conſenting to bleſs me with that World of Charms, 
to give me that ſoft Hand, to be mine for e- 
ver. is more than a Recompence for Ages of Tor- 
tute.— And, ah, for ever, ſhall the dear condeſcend- 
ing Gentleneſi be the Guide, the Motive to all my 
Actions, I will hafte, Love, and finiſh my Af- 
fairs in Town, and prepare to launch into an Ocean 
of Bliſs, which can have no Alloy. 


—_— 


CHAP. LXI. 
He goes down to Mr. Diaper's.—Foy an ſeeing 
bim.— Carries them to ſee bis Loviſa,— Re- 
cerves Letters from Mr. Saris.-- Generoſity 
cf that Gentleman. —Mr. GoodwilPs ex- 
ceſtue Kindneſs, —Vifits Mr. Prim. — He 
- finiſhes the Settlement of his Afﬀairs.—They 
ſet out for Yorkſhire. 
HEN a Week more had paſſed, in which 
we were taken up in viſiting all the Curio- 
ſities in the City and Neighbourhood of London, to 
which our Louiſa and her Couſin Serena were as 
yet Strangers, never having been in that Metropo- 
lis before; I could not further reſtrain the Impati- 
ence | was agitated with to ſee my dear Friend, and 
the reſt of the amiable Society, who, we underſtood 


by Prig, were ſtill at my old Maſter's in the Coun- 
ih. : ty; 
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try; and, accordingly, that Gentleman, Captain 
Sharpley, and Truman accompanied me there. As 
we approached the well known Spot, it recalled to 
my Memory a thouſand former Scenes of Happi- 
neſs and Mifery that had occurred to me; but all 
this ſerved now 'only to increafe my preſent Satis- 
faction, which was unbounded. We arrived, and 
I was no ſooner entered the Room where they were 
at Dinner, than T was univerſally known at firſt 
Sight, and they had well nigh, in their Hurry of 
riſing to congratulate my Appearance, 'overturned 
the Table they were fitting at. My Maſter, Mr. 
Goodwill, and Mr. Bellair, were never tired of 
ſtraining me in their Arms; the Ladies gazed upon 
me with the utmoſt Fondneſs, and wept plentiful- 
ly with mere Joy. I returned their Careſſes with 
Intereft, and fhed a Flood of Tears, which my full 
Heart could not 'reſtrain : But, as to my Friend 
and myſelf, it was all Delight and Tranſport that 
feized us, and we were near a quarter of an Hour 
in one another's Embraces, ſaying all the tender 
and affectionate Things that inſpired our Boſoms. 
When we were ſomewhat calmer, our Diſcourſe, 
however, was equally touching, and we were never 
tired of making fond Enquiries into euch other's 
Health and Welfare, and the Accidents that had 
befallen us. They knew moſt Part of what had 
happened to me from Mr. Diaper, but, as to what 
had 22 ſince our failing from the Cape of Good - 
| P 4 | Hope, 
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Hope, I was obliged to recount it to them; which 
I did in as ſuccinct a Manner as poſſible, and, not- 
withſtanding my Reſolution to the contrary, I 
could not help letting them into the Miracle of my 
recovering my Louiſa, knowing it concerned us 
only to keep it a Secret from Sir Malter; at which 
Eves and Hands were lifted up in wondering Admi- 
ration at the Goodneſs of Heaven ! and then they 
all burſt out into freſh Congratulations to me on my 
inexpreſſible Happineſs, and propoſed the next Day 
to pay a Viſit to the Ladies our Fellow- adventurers. 
Captain Sharpley, whoſe Father was known to 
them intimately, was received with the utmoſt Po- 
liteneſs, and every one at firſt Sight entertained a 
Friendſhip for him, particularly my dear Diaper; 
and we three happy Lovers exulted together upon 
the bliſsful Situation we were at preſent Witneſſes 
to in each other, We went to Town the ſame Day 
to prepare my Louiſa, Madam Rich, and Serena for 
the intended Viſit, that was to be paid them on the 
Morrow; and J intreated my deareſt Maid to dreſs 
herſelf in the richeſt Manner ſhe could, which ſhe, 
ſmiliog, promiſed to comply with. She aſked me, 
if I had heard any thing more of her Papa? I 
told her, he was well as ever; but ſtill as much 
grieved at what had happened in our Affairs, and 
for her Loſs; that the Squire, as Mrs. Goodwill had 
informed me, was ſtill at his own Seat at Doncaſter, 


and, notwithſtanding all the Arts he could uſe, had 
never 
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never been able to mollify his Uncle, who had been 
informed of his Villainies, by one of the Fellows 
that attended him, when J was laſt uſed ſo ill by 
him; and, again, his Meanneſs and Baſeneſs, in 
perſuading him, that he had killed me, by which 
Report he had loſt his Louiſa, had more and more 
exaſperated him againſt him: He had been inform- 
ed, by the very Perſon who wrote me the Letter 
of Caution when I was at my Father's, of my 
Life's having been attacked by his Procurement, 
near his own Houſe. He had pardoned that Fel- 
low for his Honeſty, but had by continual Proſe- 
cutions driven the reſt out of the County, as a 
Sacrifice for the Injuries I received from him; and 
that he was at preſent in ſuch a Temper, that it 
was believed, if no Art at all were uſed, he'd rea- 
dily at the unexpected Sight of us conſent to our 
Marriage: [All this gave my Louiſa new Spirits, and 
ſhe cried, Oh! how I long to ſooth the Pains of this 
cruel, yet repentant Father | Our Viſitors arrived 
the next Day, and we introduced them to Madam 
Rich, who entertained them whilſt Sharpley and my- 
ſelf went to bring in our adorable Miſtreſſes. I ne- 
ver was ſurpriſed at any Thing before, ſo much as 
at the fine and lovely Figure my Louiſa made; her 
Dreſs was-magnificent to the laſt-Degree, and ſhe was 
all over apparently a Climax of Stars that blazed in 
the Jewels that adorned her: Round her Neck 


hung the Solitaire 1 had preſented to her, and at 
EM a Loc- 
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a Locket my Picture in Miniature, which I had 
ſat for on Purpoſe to oblige her, in the trembling 
panting Boſom, We brought them into the Apart- 
ment, and all the Senſes the Company had were 
no reduced to one, in viewing our two lovely, 

delightful Fair ones | 
Mr. Goodwill, Mr. Bellair, Mr. Diaper, Mr. Prig, 
and all the Ladies in general, {truck with Aſtoniſh- 
ment at her numerous Graces, advanced to meet her, 
and ſaluted her as a Perſon of whom they had re- 
ceived the higheſt Sentiments of Regard and Aﬀecii- 
on, and expreſſed after ſome Time by their Actions 
and gpeech, how much they were pleaſed with ber 
Converſation. Serena had her Share alſo in the 
Praiſes that were beſtowed, and thoſe two and 
Miſs Belair immediately commenced a Friendſhip 
for each other: Young Mr. Diaper, who was the 
only one preſent ſhe had ſeen before, was particu- 
larly taken Notice of by her, and he whiſpered 
me, that he thought her infinitely improved, and 
ſtill more wiſe and more lovely. In ſhort, before 
they parted, they almoſt adored her; and Mrs, 
Diaper, hugging me to her, ſaid, Feey, I thought 
you would be happy at laſt, and ſee. Providence 
has bleſſed both you and my Son with its choiceſt 
Gifts, to whom I conſtantly return unfeigned 
Thanks for its Goodneſs to you, and for the Blc{- 
lings it thereby provides for your Fathers and 
Mothers, and your Friends, And what, added 
| ; es 5 her 
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her Spouſe, is a prodigious Inereaſe to all this Joy 
is, what few Perſons can ſay; they have not only 
been returned ſafe themſelves to our Arms, but 
find all their Friends as ſafe and well, after eight 
Years Abſence, or more, as when we Had all the 
Grief of parting with them. And thus, indeed, 
Providence has bleſſed us, and be its Goodneſs ever 
adored | | | 

After this firſt Interview, they frequently wait- 
ed upon each other, and Louiſa often went to Mr. 
Diaper's with her Aunt and Couſin, and te the Houſes 
of Mr. Bellatr and Mt. Goodwill in Town, who were 
ſo inamoured of our angelic Family, that they were 
never eaſy out of their Company. Mr. Sharpley was 
generally for the latter Part of our Stay in London, for 
I wrote, when I firſt arrived, to my dear Father and 
Mother, that I'd be down, in a Month of fix Weeks 
at fartheſt, their *Squire and Conductor: As to my- 
ſelf and Truman, with the Aſſiſtance of Prig, we were 
buſy in ſettling my Concerns, and putting my Money 
into the Funds, which I looked upon às my Duty 
till I could better employ it; for nothing ean beeome 
a true Engiifhman more than to aſſiſt the Govern- 
ment, which is at preſent ſupported againſt its Ene- 
mies Attacks, as much or more by the Influence. of 
the monied People, to whom the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment is a Security for their Fortunes, as by the 
Share they have in the Hearts of the whole King- 
dom, who muſt own the. Bleſſings they derive from 
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their mild and merciful Sway. My Merchandife 
as well as that of Mr. Saris, moſt of the Produce 
of which Truman had paid to bis Order, and 
what belonged ta himſelf had been turned into 
Caſh by Truman, except ſuch Things as I reſerved 
for my Louiſa's Uſe, and for Preſents to my Father, 
| Mother, and other Friends, to whom alſo Mr. 
| Diaper had been pretty profuſe of the Curioſities 
| of the Eaftern World. About this Time I recei- 
ved a Letter from our Friend Saris, Truman having 
| received ſeveral before I came over, which was 
to this Effect, in Anſwer to one from me: 


My deareſt FRI END, 
Y Trouble was exceſſive when I underſtood 
by Truman's laſt, that you had been taken 
in your Paſſage, and was a Priſoner in France; but, 
thank God, I now have received one from your 
own Hands, that teſtifies to me, to my infinite 
Satisfaction, that you are as happy, after a Series of 
uncommon Events in your Behalf, as Love, Wealth, 
and your native Country can make you | I rejoice 
greatly at this Turn of kind Providence in your 
Favour, and beg to hear from you every, now and 
then, but particularly when you have made the 
adorable Louiſa your own. As to poor Saris, he 
never intends to move from this Spot, where his 
whole Time is ſpent in the Care of a dear Son, and 
the Friendſhip of Sir Thomas, whom you have often 
| heard 
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heard me mention ; yet all the while I am devour- 


ed by a flow and deadly Melancholy for my un- 


happy Fate in the Loſs of my dear Wife, which 
nothing can eaſe but theobliterating Arms of Death, 
to which I ſhall give myſelf no Concern, let my 
Deſcent be ever ſo ſoon. Truman has remitted 
me, in your Abſence, all I could demand fave about- 
300 J. which I beg that faithful. Creature would 
accept of as a Token of my Gratitude for the many 
Services he has done me, and for which I have in- 
cloſed a Diſcharge : May Heaven. bleſs. you, my 
worthy dear Thompſon, in all your good Undertak- 
ings, and may you reap thoſe Felicities in this 


World, which were denied to 
Your tr uly affettionate and faithful Friend, 


And obliged bumble Servant, 
Co:k, July— 
WILLIAM SARIS. 


I was pleaſed to hear of our Friend's Welfare, 
and, with Truman, ſtruck with this Inſtance of 
the Generoſity of his Temper: With this In- 
creaſe he had a Fortune of near 40co/; which 
put that faithful Friend and Servant in the State he 
could never have flattered himſelf with obtaining, 
had he ſtaid in England, and not gone Abroad with 
me, We both of us wrote Anſwers to his kind 
Letters, and promiſed to preſerve our Correſpon- 
dence with him that Way, as often as we had an - 
Opportunity, 

The 
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Tube laſt Thing 1 had now remaining to ſettle 
was my Account with Mr. or rather Mrs. Good- 
will, who had generouſly ventured 20007. with 
me when went to the Indies; but, after all I could 
urge, neither he nor ſhe would accept of one Far- 
thing more than the original Sum. I was ſo ac- 
quainted with their Kindneſs and Affection for me, 
that I was not ſurpriſed ſo much as I otherwiſe 
ſhould have been, and ſtill inſiſted there was 12,000/, 
due to them, whenever they pleaſed to call for it. 
It ſo, replies Mr. Goodwill, we'll make you our 
Steward, to employ it for the Good of Mankind, 
which nobody underſtands better how to do. He 
carried me to his Uncle, and moſt of the Directors, 
to return Thanks for their Goodneſs to me; and 
to the former I made ſome Preſents of Value that 
I had ſent home, which he received at my Hands 
with great Good - nature and Pleaſure, And now 
all being ready for going into my native Country, 
which I longed heartily to ſee, I begged Prig and 
 Gharpley to accompany me to pay a Viſit to Prim, 
who was gone from London to bis new Seat in 
Herifordſtire, and. accordingly we ſet out and got 
there about Dinner-time. As, by my Friend's 
Account, he every Day expected to ſee me, he 
was not much ſtartled, but received me with that 
open and ſincere Friendſhip that ever had diſtin- 
guiſhed his Actions. His Lady was but in a bad 


State of Health, or he would have accompanied us 
into 
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into Yorkfhire, where all the reſt of my Friends 
had promiſed to repair, He gave me a Detail of 
what had happened to him fince we met at Sea, and 
informed me, that his old Tyrant, Captain Sur/y, 
with his Nephew, were, going on Shore at anIſland, 
one of the Ladrones, murdered by the Inhabitants, 
in Revenge for having ſeized one of the Natives, 
a Female, and carried her on board his Ship to 
gratify his brutal Luſt, This Account he received 
from the Supercargo, who took his Part when the 
Captain beat him ſo violently in his Cabbin. He 
rejoiced without Meaſure at my having recovered 
my Louiſa, and we parted, after his making a 
Reſolution to viſit me io Yor#/bire as ſoon as his 
Wife's Illneſs would permit him. 

All Things ready, Mr. Goodwill and his Lady, 
and Mr. Diaper and his Lady, in Mr. Goodiuill's 
Coach and Six; Mr. and Mrs. Bellair, Miſs Sukey, 
and my dear Diaper, in Mr. Bellair's Coach; and 
Madam Rich, Serena, my Louiſa, and Sharpley, in, 
a Coach Mrs, Rich had bought in London, with a 
ſplendid Retinue of Servants, ſet out for York/bire. 
Myſelf, Mr. Prig, and Mr. Truman rode on Horſe- 
back, and generally kept a Mile before the Coaches, 
to provide Refreſhments, Quarters, and Accommo- 
dations, which was our Department. Never was 
a Set of happier People! Content ſat on every 
Face, and Joy unbounded diſtended every Breaſt, 

wich rapturous Emotions! And, as to the three Lo- 
vers, 
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vers, never were Creatures ſo altered] no uneaſy 
Pangs from Abſence, or jealous Suggeſtions of de- 
ſpairing Frenzy, now aſſaulted our Boſoms, and 
we experienced 
Good after Ill, and after Pain Delight + 
Alternate, like the Scenes of Day and Night. 
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C HAP. LXII. 

Arrive at Mr. Bellair's.— Only Thompſon 
and Sharpley ſet out for Mr. Thompſon's 
_ 2vith Truman.—They arrive there. —Foy- 
ous Emotions of his Father and Mother. 
They wait on Mr. Archer and Mr. Sharp- 
ley.—Viſit their Friends.— Receive a Meſ-- 
ſage from Sir Walter Rich. — Viſit him.— 

What paſſes upon it. 3 
WI arrived happily at Mr. Bellair's Seat, where 
A he inſiſted we ſhould repoſe ourſelves ſome 
Days, and were entertained with his uſual gen- 
teel Hoſpitality, and he contrived all the Pleaſures 
he could to divert the Ladies, and make their Stay 
agreeable to them. It was here agreed amongſt us, 
that only myſelf, Sharpley, and Truman ſhould 
proceed to my Father's, as well to get proper 
Quarters for ſo numerous a Company, as to keep 


our Arrival a greater Secret from Sir Malter; and, 
| accord- 
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accordingly, we ſet out, after recommending our 
lovely Miſtreſſes to the Care of my Friend Diaper, 
who, at this ſhort Separation, could hardly with» 
hold the Tears that ſtood ready to ſtart from their 
Eyes, upon which Prig bantered them very ſmart- 
ly. We made ſuch Expedition, that we ſoon ar- 
rived within Sight of the dear and well known 
Plains, where firft we drew our vital Breath, Ye 
Groves, I cried, receive under your cooling Shade 
once more your old Inhabitants! Ve murmuring 
Streams, that „er the unnumber d idle Pebbles fray, 
once more bring your bubbling Notes to our liſt» 
ening Ears! Ye reſponſive Zcchoes, once more re- 
peat, in imitative Strains, the Name, the wonderous 
Charms, of my Louiſa that dwells upon my Tongue! 
Ye conſcious Bowers to Lovers Sighs and Vows for 
ever ſacred, holy, once more to you we breathe - 
the amorous Tale of ſoft, endearing Tranſports, 
now our own | | 

Mr. Sharpley gave me the Compliment of going 
fiſt to my Father's, where we arrived, and, giving 
our Horſes to Truman, who ſtaid without, enquir- 
ed of a Servant, whoſe Face I well remembered, if 
Mr. Thomſon was within ? He looked earneſtly at 
me, and I could perceive by his not anſwering, 
and the viſible Alteration of his Countenance, that 
he knew me; which a little diſconcerted us, and, 
before we could ſtop him, he opened the Parlour- 


door with eager Haſte, and cried, Oh, Sir! oh, 


Madam! 
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Madam! my young Maſter is - come Home 
There needed no more.— My dear Mother ery- 
ing out, and running into the Paſſage, which 
we had juſt traverſed as ſar as the Door, would 
have fainted, and fell, but that I caught her in 
my Arms, repeating, Beſt and moſt loved of Mo- 
thers ! Behold, at laſt, your Son, who neter will 
leave you more, nor more will cauſe you Tears 
» And is it thee, My deareſt, deareft Fory /— 
ſhe replied, — how 'blefſed, how happy am I 
but yet,—how altered, — ſure it can't. — it muſt, 
—it muſt be he, I feel it here, my Heart confeſſes 
bim! All this While I did not fee my Father, and 
as ſoon as my Mother was ſomewhrat calmed, tho? 
Aill he wildly gazed, ſhe led me into the Par- 
tour, and Sharpley, who had taken no Notice, nor 
been taken Notice of, followed me. We found 
that excellent Man juſt riſen, trembling, from his 
Knees, where he had been pouring forth Ejacula- 
tions of Praife for this Happineſs ! —He ad- 
vanced towards me, the Colour now going from, 
and now coming into his Face alternately, and 
he could ſcarcely ſupport himſelf from falling, 
whilſt T ruſhed into his Arms, and we both utter- 
ed the fondeſt, the moſt warm Expreffions of 
paternal Affection, — filial Love and Duty! 
Reaſon, at length, reſamed her Empire over us, 
and our Spirits more compoſed, Sharpley ſeizing my 
Mother round che Neck, and then Kiffing the 
| _ Hands 
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Hands of my Father, ſaid, Sure, dear Sir, deareſt 
Madam,—you have another Son, —that yet you 
have not acknowledged ! they ſtared wiſhfully on 
him, but were ſtill at a Loſs to know him,—till, I 
cried, Ah, can you forget your Shrpley, Sir? They 
both roſe at this, and careſſed him in the kindeſt, 
tendereſt Manner, which he returned with a be- 
coming Warmth. We then ſent a Servant to re- 
lieve Truman, who was received by my Father 
and Mother as a valued Friend. By this Time 
all the Neighbourhood were apprized by the Ber- 
vants of our Arrival, the Bells rung, andthe Farm- 
ers came in, to congratulate us, I hugged the 
honeſt People in my Arms, and was tranſport- 
ed to ſee them; and, as to Sa, he had fo 
much Feeling upon the Occafien, that he could 
hardly ſpeak, whilſt Sharply and I embraced this 
honeft Friend to our boyiſh Years, My Father, 
at my Defire, ſet open his Doors, and gave all the 
Pariſh a hearty Welcome to the beft of Chear, and 
the next Day we went over to Mr, Sharpley's, who 
was fo overcome with this providential Recovery 
of his Son, —and in ſuch Company, —ſo happy in 
his Love, — that he dwelt for ever on the pleaſing 
Topic, and never ceaſed embracing us; and Mr. 
Archer alſo, to whom I gave Tidings of our other 
Friend, was almoſt ready to die with joyous Emo- 
tion. They accompanied us to fee all our old 


Friends and Aſſociates of the neighbouring Villa- 
ges 
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ges and Hamlets, who thought themſelves happy 
in the Notice we took of them; and I begged my 
Father, in my Name and young Mr. Sharpley's,, to 
give 500). in Charities to the diſtreſſed Poor, and 
the induſtrious Labourers of his Pariſh, which rai- 
ſed their Love and Veneration of me to a Height 
like Adoration, I was congratulated by every one 
upon my good Fortune, and, in a Day or two after 
our Arrival, an Opportunity ſerving, we, at their 
Deſire, related our Adventures to my Father and 
Mother, Mr. Archer and Mr. Sbarpley; but when 
I came to that Part of my Story, where I had found 
ſo-miraculouſly my Louiſa, it was a long Time be- 
fore I could obtain Belief, tho” from Perſons that 
confided in my Veracity, till our joint Proteſta- 
tions of the Truth, and, as a Proof, her being ſo near 
us confirmed what we ſaid. Never were People 
ſo beſide themſelves with Joy, —the Bliſs to them 
was unutterable! My Father himſelf could not 
refrain from ſhewing the Share he took in my Feli- 
City, by the moſt tranſporting Acts of Satisfaction; 
and my Mother now wept, and now ſmiled ex- 
ultingly at having recovered her dear dead Louiſa / 
They promiſed, however, to keep the Secret till a 
proper Time for Diſcovery, and my Father's, Mr, 
Sharpley's, and Mr. Archer's Houſes, being ſuffici- 
ent to entertain all our illuſtrious Gueſts, they beg- 


ged they 2 have that Honour; and my Mother 
beſpoke 
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beſpoke Louiſa to be with her till our Nuptials, 
which I readily granted. 

I was juſt deſigning to pay a Viſit to Sir Walter, 
whoſe Pulſe I longed to feel ; and indeed I longed: 
to ſee him, and all my old Regard for him was re- 
turned, when he ſent a Servant to me to deſire my 
Company at his Houſe, and I, taking Captain Sharp- 
ky with me, immediately obeyed the Summons, 
We found him in the Apartment in which I had 
enjoyed ſo much Happineſs, in a Mourning Dreſs, 
which he had worn conflantly ever fince he recei- 
ved the News of his Daughter's Death! At the 
Sight of me, for he knew me immediately, the old 
Baranet burſt into Tears, and ſaid, Ah! Mr. Thomp- 
fon, you are too good, —I did not expect ſo ready 
a Compliance to my Deſires, —I did not deſerve it 
at your Hands, —I who murdered Louiſa, and be- 
haved ſo ungratefully, ſo wickedly to you.—I was 
moved to fee him fo touched with Sorrow, and, 
advancing, preſſed him in my Arms, whilſt the Tears 
ſtood in my Eyes; and replied, Deareſt Sir. my 
Father for I muſt ever call you ſo,—forget what- 
ever Injuries were done to mel forget them for 
ever, —you are puniſhed enough, Sir, in the Loſs of 
our dear and excellent Louiſa! Can ] forget you are 
her Father,—and, tho' oppreſſed with the fame Sor- 
row, will ever behave to you with Duty and Af- 
fection, and ſtrive to leſſen your Woes,” or mix 
of own with them.—Ah ! generous Youth, —he 
3 returned, 
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returned, —How could I be blind to ſo much Me- 
rit ?-Oh ! if the dear Girl were now alive, —ſhe 
ſorely ſhould be thine ;—but, ſince it cannot be re- 
called, come live with me;—the Solace of my 
Age, —and accept of all that I can give at my De- 
ceaſe; - that Wretch; that Villain, —tbat Bane to 
my Happineſs, — ſeduced me, — but, no doubt, 
you've: heard it all,—the ſad, the fatal Story. I 
have, dear Sir, —you' are excuſable, and highly 
ſo— accept your kind Propoſal of living with 
you, and chearing my Zouiſa's Father in his Trou- 
bles ; for Fortune I have enough, — and long for 
nothing now, —ſo much in Life, —as to puniſh, 
to chaſtiſe, that baſeſt Wreteb, your execta- 
ble villainous Nephew ! Fidele broke in, and, 
hanging about my Neck, repeated oft her Lady's 
Name with mine, —her dear Friend and Patron, 
her Mr. Thompſon ; and when we were taking our 
Leave, and retiring thro* the Gate, an honeſt look- 
ing Man and Woman, whom I did not recollect, 
gave me a thouſand Bleſſings, and prayed for my 
long Life and Proſperity ! I ſtood: ſtillz and, after 
returning their Compliments; enquired how I came 
to merit ſuch a Share of their Reſpect? The Man 
replied, with ſome Emotion, Dear Sir, if you have 
forgot us, we ſhall ever remember your bountiful 
Goodneſs to us, as well as that of our dear Lady 
departed. I then began to recollect ſomewhat of 
their Faces, and found it was the poor Exciſe-man 

and 
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and his Wife, whom my dear Louiſa had fo 
charitably relieved, and to whom I made a Preſent 
at my Departure for Landon ſo many Years ago; 
I. ſaluted the Woman, and,, taking the Man by the 
Hand, enquired, if I could be of any Service to 
them now? If I could, Iwas very ready to doit; but 
he replied, Sir, your Goodneſs overcomes me; but 
I want nothing at preſent, and have every Thing 
in the Service of Sir Valter that we can deſire; for 
when he underſtood, that we had been the Objects 
of my late young Lady's Charity, he took us into 
his Houſe, making me his Bailiff, and my Wife 
his Laundry-maid, and has been intimately kind to 
me ever ſince, I was charmed to hear theſe Inſtan- 
ces of his Regard to Lowi/a's Memory, and found 
every Thing ſo ſituated, that we had little Oppo- 
ſition to fear, even if he knew bis Daughter's real 
Story. | : | 

I had preſented Mr. Sharpley to him, who was: 
going, tho' unknown to him, to be his Nephew+z; 
and he received him as the Son of a Gentleman he. 
eſteemed, and upon our mentioning. the brilliant 
Aſſembly, that was coming down to the Marriage, 
of Mr, Diaper, and thoſe of ſame other Friends, 
he generouſly offered his Houſe alſo for their Ac- 

commodation, 
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They return 10 Mr. Bellair*'s. — All ſet out for 
Mr. Thompſon's. — Arrive there. — How 
they are diſpoſed of. — He makes a Propoſal 
4 Sir Walter. — Sir Walter conſents to it. 
Fidele introduced to her Lady.—Tru- 
man falls in Love. Makes a Requeſt to 
Thompſon. —He grants his Deſire, and 
makes Louiſa an Advocate for him. —Fidele 
grants his Suit, and obtains Sir Walter's 
| Leave to marry him. 


V E ſtaid about a Week longer with our Pa- 
rents, and, now, longing to behold our Miſ- 
treſſes, accompanied by my Father, Mr. Sharp- 
ley, and Mr, Archer, we ſet out for Mr. Bellair's, 
and once more rejoined the dear Objects of our Af- 
feckion, and gave our Company an Account of Sir 
Walter's Diſpoſition z at which my Louiſa was 
tranſported, and ſaid, I think, my dear Thompſon, 
Thad better die in earneſt; you ſee you may have 
the Eſtate without the Incumbrance of a Wife. 
Ah, Madam ! I replied, you know me too well to 
think I can even bear a ſmiling Sentence of that 
Bort from you: Without you all the Riches and 
Pleaſures in the World would be diſtaſteful, When 
my Father came forward at firſt to ſalute her, ſhe 
e 246 would 
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would have fallen upon her Knees; but he caught 
her in his Arms, called her His ſweet Daughter, — 
his Angel, and told her, her Revival would add 
twenty Years to his Life. Mr. Archer and Mr. 
Sharpley, in their Turn, expreſſed how much they 
were affected with the Sight of her, and all our 
Company were charmed with the Preſence of theſe 
three Gentlemen, It was agreed, that my Louiſa 
ſhould wear a Maſk, till ſhe got into private at 
my Father's, and, every Thing being ſettled, 
we ſet out for that loved Place; but were quite 
ſurpriſed, at about a Mile from the Houſe, to meet 
twenty Runners, all dreſſed in rural Pomp, with 
Ribbands and Flowers, being the young Men of 
my Father's Pariſh, and almoſt all the Gentlemen 
and Farmers on Horſeback, who came to welcome 
us, and precede us thro? the Villages, where all the 
Bells rung our Welcome. We thanked the ho- 


neſt People, for theſe Teſtimonies of their Reſpect, 


and when we alighted, Mr. Diaper threw a Hand- 
ful of Money amongſt the Runners, whoſe Example 
was followed by myſelf, Mr. Goodwill and Sharp- 
ley ; and the Gentlemen were invited to partake of 
a cold Repaſt, which was prepared by my Mother 
for our Refreſhment. LowſJa and Madam Kich, 
with Serena, went into a back Parlour with my 
Mother, where, when ſhe had unmaſked, the 
Scene between them was too delicately melting 
and tender to be deſcribed ;—and, Deareſt Mamma ! 


— Sweeteſt, moſt excellent Daughter !—lovely 
Vol, II. Q Louiſa ! 
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Louija | —was all they could for a long Time ut- 
ter. The two Ladies were tranſported with the 
Converſation of this good Woman, who, in her 
Turn, conceived a great Aﬀection for them ; and, 
as Louiſa could not appear publickly yet, nor her 
Aunt or Couſin, Sir Malter's Servants knowing 
them, ſhe ſpent the Remainder of the Day in their 
Company ; to which the other Ladies frequently 
paid Viſits. 

Sir Walter came to my Father's, unexpectedly, as 
ſoon as we arrived, to compliment the Company, and 
to give a general Invitation to them to his Houſe ; and 
behaved more chearfully than he had done for a long 
Time before, often embracing me and my Friend 
Diaper, and calling us his Children. He was known 
to all the Company preſent, who had moſt of them 
ſpent ſome Time in Yor#fhire, after my Departure 
for the Indies; and, as to the Bellair's, they were an 
ancient Family, and well known to him before. It 
was agreed, that Mr. and Madam Goodwill, with 
their Equipage, ſhould go to Mr. Archer's ; Mr. 
Bellair and his Lady, and Servants, to Mr. Sharp- 
 tey's ; Mr. Diaper and his Wife, with Prig, to Sit 
Walter's; and Madam Ri, Serena, Louiſa, and 
Miſs Suſtey, to remain at my Father's, As to Diaper, 
Sharpley, myſelf, and Truman, who I infiſted ſhould 
always now be treated and live like a Gentleman, 
we had Beds provided for us at our old Friend 
Solfa's, which we liked, as being nearer our Mi- 
ſtreſſes, than any other Situation. Our Preſence 

3 diffuſed 


of Jo E THOMPSON. 339 


diffuſed Gladneſs all around the Country, and 
the Inhabitants of he Neighbourhood vied with 
each other in the Games and Sports they exhi- 
bited, upon Occaſion of having ſuch good Com- 
pany amongſt them. As it was thought pro- 
per, on account of the Concealment, I was forced 
to go to York for a Licence for my intended 
Marriage :—But, as to Mr. Sharpley and Mr. 
Diaper, my Father bad the Banns in his Church, 
which he thought the molt primitive and regular 
Way. All Things being ſettled for the happy 
Moment that was to unite ſuch faithful Lovers, and 
it being to be performed in three Days Time, I, 
one Morning, took Sir Malter aſide, and began to 
talk to him thus: My Father, — I have a Favour 
to beg of you: My Louiſa is no more! and *tis 
vain now to lament for what we can't recal.— Oh 
where ſhe but alive, I ſhould be happy.— My Father 
has perſuaded me, for fome Family Reaſons, to 
marry.—[ have paid my Addreſſes to a young Lady 
of Birth and Fortune, and ſhe has yielded to my 
Suit. —You might once have made me happy, but 
that's paſt ; and, as I could not receive my Low/a 
at your Hands, grant me the Favour to give away 
this Lady to me at the Altar, and adopt her for 
your Child. The old Gentleman wept, and re- 
proached himſelf for his former Cruelty and Folly 
but, at length, conſented to do as I propoſed, for 
which I returned bim my utmoſt Acknowledg- 
ments. I further requeſted of him, that he would 

Q 2 ſuffer 


is; but, when I was down before in Yorkforre, 
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ſuffer Fidele to attend upon her till the Marriage 
was over, which he, with great Readineſs, granted 
alſo, I told that good Creature, that my Mother 
defired to ſee her, and ſhe went over to our Houſe 
ditectly, where ſhe every Day, ſince my Departure, 
had viſited. That dear Woman and Mrs. Goodwill, 
after careſſing her, and introducing her to the 
reſt of the Company, carried her into the Room 
where her Lady was playing upon the Harp/ichord 
to Serena, Miſs Sukey, and Mrs. Bellair. She roſe 
up, and the poor Girl, the Minute ſhe ſaw her, 
ſwooned away, only crying out, Good God !— 
They brought her to herſelf ; her Miſtreſs embraced 
her, and was never tired of beſtowing Kiſſes and 
Preſſures upon her, which ſoon convinced her ſhe 
was Fleſh and Blood. She heard her Lady's Story 
with Admiration, like that one would expreſs at 
ſeeing a Perſon riſe from the Grave ; and, falling 
upon her Knees, cried, Oh! Did I erer expect to 
be ſo happy !—whilſt Tears of joyous Affection 
trickled faſt from her Eyes! 

Truman, as ſoon as I returned Home, begged 
me to walk into the Garden, and ſurpriſed me, 
when he told me, that he hoped, as he had long 
and faithfully ſerved me, — I would contribute 
to make him happy.—I love Fidele, Sir, have 
loved her ever ſince I firſt ſaw her ;—and I ſhall ne- 
ver be eaſy, if I have not her Heart and Perſon, 
— Tis true, Sir, I am ſomewhat older than ſhe 


after 
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after I came from India, I paid my Addreſſes to her, 
and believe ſhe was not indifferent to my Offers; 
and one Motive to her Condeſcenſion was, that 
I was valued and reſpected by you, —She will ſooth 
my future Hours; and has imbibed ſuch excellent 
Principles from my Lady, that ſhe will be in her- 
ſelf a valuable Fortune. Do, Sir, ſpeak to Miſs 
Louiſa, and, with her, endeavour to incline her to 
marry me. I was ſo pleaſed to hear this, that 1 
could not enough expreſs my Satisfaction, and pro- 
miſed to do all in my Power to ſerve him: Ac- 
cordingly, I ſpoke to my Louiſa, who was as pleaſed. 
as myſelf to hear it; and we both, in a proper 
Manner, ſpoke to Fidele; particularly Lowija re- 
preſented him, as he really was, a very worthy and. 
excellent Man, a good Eriend of mine, beloved by 
us both, and one, who, in Perſon and Temper, was 
formed to make a Woman happy. In ſhort, we 
ſoon diſcovered, by her Eyes and her Anſwers, that 
ſhe loved him as much as he loved her; — and, 
bluſhingly, ſhe told us ſhe would be ruled in 
any Thing by us. Truman was all Extaſy, when 
he heard of her Compliance, and I went with him 
to Sir Valter, and repreſented him, and his Affairs, 
in ſuch a Light, that he readily gave his Conſent 
to her leaving him; and this News cauſed great 
Mirth and Pleaſure to our whole Company; and 

we reſolved their Marriage ſhould be performed. at 
the ſame Time with our own, 
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Ci AP. EXIV. 


Mr. Archer the younger arrives in Yorkſhire. 
— Another Viſitor calls upon them. —T he four 
amiable Pair are married. — Sir Walter's 
Surpriſe and Foy in diſcovering his Daughter. 
— He pays her Fortune, and makes over an 
Eftate to them. —Their Gueſts depart. — 
Happineſs that ſucceeds Thompſon's Mar- 


riage.— Concluſion. 


b ira E next Day Mr. Archer brought up a Gen- 


tleman from his Houſe, that, to my great 


Satisfaction, I found to be his Son, whoſe Prefence, 


on the preſent happy Occaſion, was prodigiouſly 
agreeable to Sharpley and myſelf; and he was over- 
joyed when he heard how our Affairs ſtood. My 
Father and Mother almoſt overwhelmed him with 


Kindneſs ; and, being preſented to all our good 


Friends, they conceived fo good an Opinion of him, 
as to give him, at once, a Place in their Eſteem 
but this was not the only unexpected Viſitor that 
arrived, for a Gentleman alighted at my Father's, 
attended by ſeveral Servants, and aſked for me. I 
came to him, and he accofted me with great Gentili- 
ty, and ſaid, That he had heard my Name mentioned 


at the next Town, as juſt arrived from Abroad, and 


that I wzs ſurrounded with numerous Friends; tho? 
unknown at preſent-to me, he had formerly done 


me ſome Services, and was reſolved to leave the 
Road, 
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Road, and make one in our happy Society, and 
congratulate me on my Arrival in England, 1 

returned him Thanks, and introduced him to our 
Company; at the ſame Time telling him I was 
ſorry ſo to forget my Obligations, as not even to 
have the Pleaſure to recolle& his Face. Madam 
Rich, who heard his Voice from the next Room, 
and what had paſſed, with Serena and Lowſa, none 
being preſent but thoſe who were in the Secret 
of her being alive, preſſing towards him, cried, 
Ah! Col. Williams] how lucky we are to ſee 
you here ! This Name, and the Compliments that 
paſſed between them, gave me to underſtand, that 
it was that generous Gentleman Lauiſa had men- 
tioned with ſo much Diſtinction; nor was I miſ- 
taken; but he was ſo ſurpriſed to ſee my Adorable, 
that, for ſome Time, he could hardly recover him- 
ſelf, till, being let into the Heads of our Adven- 
tures, he broke forth into Congratulations upon our 
Happineſs; and we perſuaded him to ſtay with us, 
till our Marriages were performed, to which, with 
Joy, he conſented. His Preſence put us upon talk- 
ing about the Squire, who now lived a brutiſh, 
ſottiſh Life, at his little Eſtate at Doncaſter : For 
my Part, I was ſo eaſy at preſent, that I ſeldom 
thought of him; and, when I did, *twas not re- 
vengefully, but with abſolute Pity and Contempt; 
and we all agreed, that, if ke remained quiet, t was 
not worth while to uſe him as he deſerved, my Fa- 


ther concluding with the Peer, 
| "Tis 
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Tis Puniſhment enough to be a Villain! 


Now Morn, her roſy Steps in th Eaſtern Clime 
Advancing, firew'd the Earth with Orient Pearl! 


The Morn ! the gladſome Morn ! that was to 
make the lovely Cauſe of all my Cares and Pains 
for ever, ever, mine, —*T was in the joyous Month 
of May, when Nature all around bloomed odorous 
Sweets, that forth iſſued our bliſsful Brides, but. 
chief my Louſa, 

m—Dreſsd in rich Array; 

Freſb as the Month, and as the Morning fate ; ; 

Adown her Shoulders fell her Length of Hair: 


Ribbands and Gems her braided Treſſes bind, 
The reſt hung looſe, and wanton'd in the Wind. 


A Gown of white Damaſk, richly embroidered, 

ſhaded her tranſporting Beauties, which received 
fill greater Luſtre by the Crimſon Bluſhes that 
overſpread her lovely Face ; and her Eyes put to 
Shame the Cluſters of Diamonds that were ſpread 
all over her Hair and Boſom ! Serena and Miſs Bel- 
lair were as richly dreſſed; but Fidele had, with be- 
coming Modeſty, contrived to ſuit her Habit alittle 
to her former Condition. We ſeized their willing 
yet reluctant Hands; and, followed by our admiring 
Friends, and wondering Neighbours, proceeded to 
the Church, Sir Walter, at my Deſire, having once 
more caſt off his Mourning, and dreſſed himſelf in 
rich Cloaths, ſuitable to the Occaſion. Lowſa put 


on her Maſque, as ſoon as he appeared ; which he 
wondering 
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wondering at, I told him I was forced to ingulge 
her Modeſty, by letting her be married thus veiled, 
He ſurveyed her Shape and Stature, as we walked 
along, and, fetching a ſad Sigh, wiped his Eyes, 
endeavouring, however, to conceal his Emotion, 
under an Air of affected Gaiety. My Father joined 
our Hands in the holy Tye, and we were edified 
with the grave and truly apoſtolical Air, with which 
he performed the Sacred Ceremony. After it was o- 
ver, Sir Walter inſiſting upon ſupplying the Marriage 
Feaſt, we adjourned to his Houſe, where the whole 
Neighbouthood was alſo invited; and, juſt before 
we ſat down to Dinner, my Father called him aſide 
into a Room, where only Louiſa and her Aunt, 
both till maſqued, and he and myſelf were, and 
addreſſed him thus: Sir Valter, —Providence orders 
all Things for the beſt ;—and this Day, by Means 
no one ever could think of, has made us all happy. 
Alf theſe young Folks have exerciſed a little Stra- 
tagem with you, it was to increaſe the Pleaſure 
you will feel, I am ſure, when, in my Son's Wife, 
in Mrs. Thompſon, you will diſcover your long loſt 
Louiſa ; upon which ſhe unmaſked, and we knelt 
before him, and intreated his Bleſſing. He was 
motionleſs ſome Time, but ſoon diſcovered it was 
really his Daughter, and, without enquiring into the 
Affair, embraced us one after another, bleſſed us, 
and jumped and danced about in ſuch a Manner, that 
any one would have thought him diſtracted. Atlength 


he reſumed himſelf, and we ſhed Tears in Concert; 
; and 


* ade 
k , ** 2 

4 „ 8 
* " % 
3 
: 
| 
$5 


346 The Life and Adventures 
and my Leuiſa hung about his Neck, whilſt he held 


her faſt in his Arms, cry ing, every now and then, 

is the herſelf, and I am happy, —bleſſed for 
ever and when his Siſter diſcovered herſelf, and 
had informed him ſuccinctly of all this wonderous 
Turn of Fortune, he was amazed, and told her 
he'd love her better than himſelf as long as he lived. 


Nothing but Joy reigned throughout the whole Vi- 


cinity : The Houſe was full of Delight and Plea- 
ſure: Abroad every green Sward was exerciſed 
by the Gambols of our Country Lads and Laſſes: 
And, Louiſa's Return being noiſed Abroad, the 
Hearts of all that knew us. ran over with Satiſ- 
faction. Sharpley was preſented to Sir H/alter, as 
his Nephew, and he received him with the utmoſt 
Goodneſs, — buſſed Serena, and was quite inebriated 
with his Felicity. You fee, Papa, ſaid my lovely 
Conſort, I am as good as my Word, and have not 
only married with your Conſent, but you have 
given me away with your own Hands : Yes, he 
replied, tis true, and, if I could, I'd give thee away, 
an hundred Times over, to that worthy Youth, my 
dear Joey! fo make Haſte, my Boy, and make me 
a Grand- father. I bowed, — Louiſa bluſheds Oh! 
the delightful Moments J paſſed this Night, in the 
Arms of this adorable End of all my Wiſhes, even 
luxuriant Fancy can't paint in Colours equal to the 


Truth]! Oh ! Life, how art thou improved, by a 


virtuous and Jawful Intercourſe with theſe delight- 
ful Companions, theſe ſoft, melting Recompenſers 
of all our Pains and numerous Cares ! We 


of Jo ThomPpsON, 347 

We were complimented next Morning by all 
our Friends, who ſpent a Fortnight more with us; 
and they had the Pleaſure to ſee Sir Walter pay me 
the 12,0007. that was his Daughter's, and he made 
over the Eſtate in our Neighbourhood, of near 10001. 
per Ann. to us and our Heirs. Mr. Goodwill and 
his Lady repaired to their Country-houſe; Mr, 
Diaper and Mrs. Diaper, with my Friend and his 
charming Spouſe, went with Mr. Bellair and his 
Wile to their Seat, to ſpend ſome Time before they 
returned to London; and Sharpley, with his dear Se- 
rena and Col. Williams, accompanied Madam Rich 
to the Eſtate in Somer/e/hire, which they were to 
poſſeſs, at her Death. Prig accompanied Mr. Ar- 
cher the younger to London, where he was going to 
ſettle, in the Profeſſion of a Wine-merchant ; and 
our Adieus were ſenſibly touching to us all; but, 
. - aSour Fortunes were all conſiderable enough to viſit * 
each other in the moſt diſtant Parts we could ſettle 
in, we comforted ourſelves with the Thoughts of 
frequently ſeeing each other again, and the Promiſe ' 
of correſponding conſtantly by Letter. Mr. Archer 
and Mr. Sharpley, each, ſet out with his Son, for 
ſome Months; ſo that now our Happineſs was 
quite Domeſtic. Truman bought a pretty Eftate 
in our Neighbouthood, where he happily ſtill 
lives with our Fidele, and often viſits us, ſtill pre- 


| ſerving that Modeſty and Diſcretion that made 


every one love him. As to myſelf, I enjoy, my 
gentle Reader, in the Society of my charming Wife, 
: all 
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all thoſe Comforts and Solacements that give a Man 
a Reliſh, an earneſt Deſire of Life. Her Virtue, and 
her good Senſe and Prudence, endear her to all the 
World; and I ftrive to act in ſuch a Manner, as to 
preſerve that Love and Eſteem from her, that is the 
principal Ingredient in conjugal Felicity. My Father 
and Mother are ſtill living. and behold in their Son 
the good Qualities, I flatter myſelf, that they early 
endeavoured to inſpire ; and are never eaſy a Day 
without the Sight of-my charming Louiſa. Sir Walter 
lives with us, and is hearty and well, and like to ſur- 
vive long enough to ſee his ſecond Generation riſe 
to Maturity; for already J have been bleſſed with 
two fine Children, a Boy and a Girl, who are the very 
Pictures of their angelic Mother. Our Correſ pond- 
ence with, and now and then the Sight of our dear 
Friends, add greatly to our Happineſs; and I reckon 
myſelf, atpreſent, at the Summit of human Felicity. 
Thus, thro' a long and toilſome Pilgrimage of Woe, 
attended with few real Delights, I have attained 
that ſettled State of pure, uncorrupted Bliſs, that we 
are all, in different Routs, wandering after: And I 
hope my Papers may happily fall into ſuch proper 
Hands, as will improve by my Misfortunes; and, by 
avoiding Vice and Folly, with all their attendant 
Ills, acquire the ſame Serenity that is at length my 
happy Lot: And, as, with my Louiſa, I purſue a 
conſtant Courſe of Benevolence and Kindneſs to our 
Fellow-Creatures, I hope, with Dryden, 
We ever 85 be . "IM live to bleſs, 
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